
16th Sunday 

Ephesians 2:13-18 

Mark 6:30-34 

Tearing Down Walls of Hostility 

The Scriptures are abundantly clear: God is never indifferent to human suffering. God is moved and 

motivated by the corruption of sin and the oppression of human greed, lust and domination. This 

truth of God comes from at least as far back as when Moses encounters God’s voice in the burning 

bush.  

We have a similar scene from today’s gospel. Jesus wishes to find time for him and the apostles to 

rest from their recent missionary journey. As they slip away to a more deserted place, those 

searching for Jesus learn of its location and getting there first, greet him on the shore. St. Mark 

tells us Jesus’ response to their encounter. “When he disembarked and saw the vast crowd, Jesus’ 

heart was moved with pity for them. For they were like sheep without a shepherd and he began to 

teach them many things.” Immediately after his teachings, he will feed the thousands by 

multiplying a few loaves and fishes from the hands of his apostles. 

Over the next several Sundays, we will depart from St. Mark’s Gospel to reflect on the long and 

critical Sixth Chapter from St. John’s Gospel which unfolds this multiplication of loaves; connecting 

that miracle to the Last Supper then ultimately to our celebration of The Lord’s Supper at this very 

Mass.  

The apostles discover more about their vocation witnessing the Lord’s compassionate heart moved 

to feed the thousands with teaching and bread. And so we are called to discover our vocation deep 

in the mystery of the Lord’s death and resurrection ever present to us on the altar of Eucharist. 

The apostles had their own reluctance and then some. We are probably no less reluctant to respond 

as well. But as God and the apostles discovered, God is tenacious and does not give up on us easily 

if at all. 

The sooner we realize that, the better off we will be and the sooner our world will heal from our 

cooperation with God’s mission revealed in the Risen Christ.  

What is Our Vocation? 

The beautiful and powerful verses from The Letter to the Ephesians spell out more clearly the 

nature and purpose of our vocation to serve The Risen Lord. With powerful imagery St. Paul 

describes the blood of Christ as breaking down “dividing walls of enmity”. Other translations have 

used the terms “walls of hostility”. In Ephesians, this image specifically refers to the Church’s 

welcoming Jews and gentiles worshipping together as one. 

This contrasts with the Temple in Jerusalem. Only the Jews were allowed to worship God in the 

inner sanctuary while the gentiles had to worship in the outlying courts. We know of this separation 

from various Scripture passages. But in 1871 during an archeological dig, an ancient sign from the 

Temple was discovered. It read, “No man of another race is to enter within the fence and enclosure 

around the Temple. Whoever is caught will have only himself to thank for the death that follows.” 

For St. Paul and the early church, Jesus’ arms outstretched on the cross replace the Temple wall 

prohibiting gentiles from entering inner sanctums. The crucified Christ extends arms in welcome to 

all people and his blood breaks down walls that separated us. 



A mystery of the cross: Jesus took the violence, sinfulness, malice, hatred, and callousness of the 

cross and transformed that into reconciliation, peace, and love. The cross of the Lord Jesus Christ 

becomes for us an example and a source of grace. The point is not so much what the cross did to 

Jesus, as what Jesus did with the cross. In that brief passage in Ephesians, St. Paul uses the word 

“peace” four times to describe the effects of the cross. 

That same power is now present before us to tear down walls of hostility in our own time. This 

power of the cross, breaking down barriers of separation, is alive in the heart of the Church. All of 

us are gathered here because we were welcomed by the outstretched arms of Christ on the cross. 

This divine compassion for all of us brings us together regardless of our social status, ethnic 

background, gender, intelligence, family background or any other distinction.  

We are welcomed by the power of the crucified Lord, and we are empowered to break down walls 

dividing humanity in our world. The Eucharist not only makes present the Risen Lord; The 

Eucharist also makes present all the Lord’s saving actions including and perhaps especially the 

tearing down of hostile walls separating people.  

We are then sent out with the same vocation as Christ. Christ’s outstretched arms welcomed us 

here. We are sent with that same vocation to welcome others. We are sent with the same vocation 

we receive. We are sent to stretch out our arms to welcome all humanity to the one God through the 

one Body of Christ. 

We are sent out to tear down walls of hostility throughout our society, communities and throughout 

the world. There are many walls and barriers in our world and society today. Some walls are 

physical and visible. Other walls are less visible but as divisive. Walls between the haves and have 

nots keep many from realizing their full potential as humans in the human community. 

We have hostile divisions of race, country of birth, income, religion, gender, sexual orientation, 

mental health, generations, and many others. We tear down these walls of hostility with the same 

power, the same peace Christ poured out on the cross. 

When we come to realize that human suffering is often deepened by the experience of rejection, 

loneliness, and isolation; we will come to recognize the places we must visit to remove walls of 

hostility. Then we will touch the peace St. Paul speaks of that comes from the cross. Our vocation to 

alleviate human suffering begins with tearing down walls of hostility. 

"All who partake of the Eucharist must commit themselves to peacemaking in our world scarred by 

violence and war, and today in particular, by terrorism, economic corruption and sexual 

exploitation. All these problems give rise in turn to others no less troubling and disheartening. We 

know that there can be no superficial solutions to these issues. Precisely because of the mystery we 

celebrate, we must denounce situations contrary to human dignity, since Christ shed his blood for 

all, and at the same time affirm the inestimable value of each individual person.” Pope Benedict, 

The Sacrament of Love. 


