
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans 8:28-30 

The Gospel of St. Matthew: 13:44-52 

“We know that all things work for good…”  

Does God will tragedy? Does God want us to suffer? Did God choose for this family’s 
loved one to die early, be killed, or kill someone else? Is this St. Paul’s meaning of “We 
know that all things work for good for those who love God.” Often people with good 
intentions will say to someone at a funeral or visiting someone in the hospital, “It is 
God’s will.” They hope these words can be comforting, but at times, I am not so sure. 

This short verse from St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans indeed tells us a great deal about 
God’s will but decidedly does not tell us that God wills horrible suffering or plans 
disasters. Well then, why did these tragedies happen? Why was this family struck 
again and again? Why this good person and not one of the career criminals in jail? 
Where is the justice? Where is God? 

All of these questions are important and continually haunt us when confronted with 
someone else’s suffering or trying to deal with our own. Every one of those questions 
fall into that category of “Questions I will ask God if I get to heaven and can have some 
of God’s time.” They are questions with no answer and someone in the midst of horror 
asking such questions will find no answer acceptable. 

If those questions defy answers, maybe there are other questions open to human 
response. Maybe St. Paul suggests the following questions:  “What am I going to do 
with the tragedy and injustice overwhelming me?” “What will I do with the suffering of 
those around me or those in distant corners of the world?” “What good will God draw 
from this event, no matter how horrible or tragic?” 

There may be no answer to the questions of God causing or not causing tragedy. But 
with St. Paul, we can state a truth of our faith. “God redeems all suffering, tragedy, 
injustice and pain.” 

St. Paul: “All things work for good for those who love God.” “All things” means “all 
things”. There is nothing outside of redemption, because there is nothing outside of 
the power of the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. God redeems all events, takes 
responsibility for them on the cross, and then moves to bring good out of it. God still 
holds the guilty accountable, and Judgment Day will reveal those who repented in 
sorrow and those forever clinging to hateful malice and cold heart. 

The Lord’s death on the cross was the most evil and malicious act in human history. 
We took pure love and nailed it to a cross. However, this same crucifixion is the 
triumph of life over death, love over hate, holiness over evil. The shame, humiliation 

and agony of the cross becomes the glory and the joy of salvation. Within this sign of 
contradiction lies the mystery of our redemption and the love of God for all people. 

“For those who love God.” Jesus loved God the Father. Because of this, all things in 
his life worked for good, even and especially his death on a cross. The redemption of 
the cross is universal and all inclusive. The reality of suffering, malice, violence, 
tragedy, injustice, and betrayal are still with us. We can spend a lot of time wondering 
why, or why God lets it happen, or allows it to stand. Or we can move on to the other 
questions demanding our choices and how we are going to respond. 



Does suffering (either our own or others’) make us more vengeful or more 
compassionate: more isolated or more engaged; more punishing or more just; more 
hostile or more hospitable? 

Can the Lord’s image of the treasure in the field help us to uncover this mystery? The 
Kingdom of Heaven is like the treasure in the field. Covered over, it needs to be 
discovered and then celebrated. Jesus gives us no description of the field, possibly 
indicating any field can carry within it the treasure of the Kingdom of God. 

The field can be a rich and vibrant field of beauty and produce. This field can bring 
forth gratitude to God as it brings forth a harvest. This field can draw out of us awe at 
God’s creative power. 

This field can be the place of tragedy, loss and abandonment. This field can be bereft 
of life, a poisoned earth, a place of betrayal. This field can also hold the buried 
treasure beneath it as well. The treasure cares not under which kind of field it lies 
buried. 

Our life is like the image of the field. Our life can overflow with abundance of material 
goods and a happy life. Our life can be the barren field where every day is a struggle 
and painful memories become a many years’ burden. 

The Kingdom of Heaven resides within us no matter what kind of field our life is. The 
Kingdom is indeed hidden, but not inaccessible. Through faith, the Risen Lord reveals 
the Kingdom within us. Joy is related to the Kingdom’s discovery. The searcher 
discovering the treasure buys the field whether it be bountiful or barren for that is 
where the treasure lies. The treasure is the only thing worth possessing. This is the 
journey and life of discipleship. 

Friend recovering alcoholic for many years, “I thank God that I am an alcoholic. 
Through my disease I learned what is really important in life. For years, the only thing 
on my mind was the next drink. I came to know a God who forgives, loves, and saves. I 
now value sobriety above all else. Through my sobriety I fall deeper in love with God, 
find life more valuable, and cherish my family and friendships. Through my sobriety, I 
help others find a path from addiction to serenity and peace. Yes, I am grateful for my 
disease of alcoholism.” 

Which question is more important? “Who made him alcoholic?” or “Who gave him 
sobriety?” 

Several years ago, I presided at Cyndi’s funeral Mass. She was murdered by her 
husband who then committed suicide. Her entire marriage was one of being abused, 
controlled, and manipulated. 

I promised her parents that I would tell her story every opportunity that came my way. 
For many years I told Cyndi’s story whenever possible: weekend homilies, gatherings 
of high school or middle school students, or couples preparing for marriage. They were 
told and reminded, “The first slap will not be the last. Don’t try and figure it out, just 
get out.” 

Almost always, students would approach a teacher and say, “He just told my story too! 
How do I get out of this?” or someone would approach me with the same question. 
What is the most important question: “Did God will Cyndi’s murder?” or “Can God 
bring good out of a horrible evil and crime?” “Can God make all things work for good?” 



 


