
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Gospel of St Mark 10:2-16 

 
Of the seven Sacraments in the Catholic Church’s treasury, an ordained person is minister for all 
but one sacrament, the Sacrament of Marriage. Marriage is the only sacrament not ministered by 
an ordained deacon, priest, or bishop. Rather, the husband and wife themselves through their 
baptismal identity administer the sacrament to each other through their public exchange of vows 
and their intimate and total sharing of life. 
 
The New Testament offers marriage as a powerful image of how God relates to humanity, but 
especially to the Church. Wedding guests do not fast while the bridegroom is with them, Jesus 
informs his critics, but will fast when he is taken away. The author of The Book of Revelation 
describes the New Jerusalem coming down from heaven like bride prepared for her husband. 
 
Jesus offers parables to describe the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom is like a wedding banquet a 
king serves for his son. The Kingdom of God is like ten virgins, five wise and five foolish, waiting for 
the bridegroom to come. The Lord performs his first miracle in St. John’s Gospel while attending a 
wedding in Cana with his mother and disciples. The 120 gallons of water miraculously becoming 
wine signifies the outpouring of divine love into the human condition. 
 
When both bride and groom are baptized, the Church’s faith proclaims their marriage as a 
Sacrament. A Sacrament reveals the presence of the Risen Christ in the Church’s life and worship. 
A baptized couple is called to reveal the Risen Christ in their commitment, their fidelity, and their 
mutual respect and sacrificial love. 

St. Paul writes the Ephesians that the love of husband and wife images the divine love of God and 
the church.  Pope Benedict, reflecting on this passage from Ephesians, reiterated this connection in 
his beautiful exhortation on the Eucharist as the Sacrament of Charity. “The Eucharist, as the 
sacrament of charity, has a particular relationship with the love of man and woman united in 
marriage. By the power of the sacrament, the marriage bond is intrinsically linked to the eucharistic 
unity of Christ the Bridegroom and his Bride, the Church (cf. Eph 5:31-32). The mutual consent 
that husband and wife exchange in Christ, which establishes them as a community of life and love, 
also has a eucharistic dimension.  

“Indeed, in the theology of Saint Paul, conjugal love is a sacramental sign of Christ's love for his 
Church, a love culminating in the Cross, the expression of his ‘marriage’ with humanity and at the 
same time the origin and heart of the Eucharist.” 

Our celebration of the Eucharist connects us intimately to the joy awaiting us at the wedding feast 
of heaven. At this Eucharist, we are already seated with the saints at the heavenly wedding 
banquet.  
           
In the Gospel, Jesus condemns the ease of divorce in his times that left women defenseless and 
vulnerable. Women had few if any rights apart from a husband or father in ancient patriarchal 

society. Divorced women, often not welcomed back into their father’s home, suffered terrible 
abandonment and deprivation.  
 
In our own time, divorce continues to be a painful and sad experience in families, leaving marks of 
pain, souls of suffering, and broken hearts. Divorce has loomed large over the last several decades 
as legislation became more permissible. Many in my generation and older remember few if any 
relatives or friends divorcing. It was simply unheard of. But that does not mean that all marriages 
were necessarily happy or healthy.  
 



For certain, countless couples lived long married lives often through major difficulties, stresses, and 
sinful wounds. They were able to work through these together and with God’s grace heal and 
forgive. These couples manifested God’s grace faithfully lived in their married lives. 
 
But many other couples suffered repeated cycles of abusive violence, addictions, and betrayal. 
These stories simply were buried and never discussed. And if they ever did come to light, 
opportunities for healing and reconciliation were limited and sparse. Such patterns of destructive 
behavior continued into future generations. Divorce was simply unthinkable. The social stigma of 
divorce was isolating and the church’s treatment of divorced people often was crushing to the soul. 
This shaming and isolating has all been abandoned by both society and church for many good 
reasons.  
 
There are certain realities of divorce. Scripture is clear that God hates divorce but never is it written 
that God hates divorced people. Some of the most anti-divorce people I have ever met are divorced 
people. They did not expect to be divorced, had not prepared for it, did not plan for it, and suffer 
great embarrassment and shame for what is perceived as a personal failure. Wounds of divorce take 
a long time to heal especially when children are involved.  
 
Divorced parents often feel terrible guilt and anguish concerning divorce’s effects on their children. 
Even when it was obvious the marriage was empty and over, they still suffer for their children. 
Divorce affects entire generations of families, not just the couple experiencing divorce. If God hates 
divorce, many divorced people hate divorce as well. 
 
When divorced people are able to move forward in their life, they manifest the healing power of the 
cross and the mercy of God. In an ironic sense, divorced people testify to marriage’s great 
sacramental beauty as they grieve its loss much like widowed people grieve.  
 
Those with marriages that failed must look to the cross of Jesus as the source of healing and mercy. 
This is where all of us must look for the failures in our own lives. The Lord says in the Gospels “No 
one who comes to me will I ever reject,” We must take Jesus at his word. 
         
There is much controversy surrounding the upcoming second session of The Synod on Family Life 
in Rome. Speculation focuses on the need to help reconcile divorced and remarried people to the 
Sacraments. Questions of what the church can do and should do is way above my pay grade. At the 
very least, all sides of this heated debate seem to be focusing on how these people can be treated in 
a merciful way.  
 
No one seems to be calling for a return to the isolating and shaming practices of the past. We 
should all be praying for the bishops gathered at this synod. They have a very difficult task of 
discerning the movement of The Holy Spirit in the Church today and how the Spirit has moved in 
the Church throughout her history.  
 
There is also the myth that divorced people are excommunicated from the Catholic Church. That 
may have been true at one time, but certainly is not true now and has not been true for the almost 
thirty years since my ordination to priesthood. Remarriage without the necessary annulment 
process does affect the person’s relationship to the Church’s sacraments, but divorce in and of itself 
excommunicates no one.  
 
There are also so many myths regarding church annulments. Here are just a few of those myths: 
“Annulments are expensive and only rich people can afford them.” “Annulments are an opportunity 
for the church to make money.” “Annulments are difficult to obtain.”  
 
If you are in need of a church annulment please do not ask “someone who talked to someone years 
ago who spoke to a family member years before that about someone else’s divorce and the advice 



they thought they were given by a priest!” Instead ask one of the priests now, yourself, and get the 
real truth. 
 
I like closing homilies with a Pope Francis quote. Here are some wonderful statements he made in 

Philadelphia last week on family life. “(God) gave the greatest demonstration of love: his Son. And 

where did he send his Son? To a palace, to a city, to an office building? He sent him to a family. God 

came into the world in a family.  

And he could do this because that family was a family with a heart open to love, a family whose 

doors were open. And in the loving obedience of this woman, Mary, and this man, Joseph, we have 

a family into which God comes. God always knocks on the doors of our hearts. He likes to do that. 

He goes out from within.  

But do you know what he likes best of all? To knock on the doors of families. And to see families 

which are united, families which love, families which bring up their children, educating them and 

helping them to grow, families which build a society of goodness, truth and beauty. 

“We are celebrating the festival of families. The family has a divine identity card. Do you see what I 

mean? God gave the family an identity card, so that families could be places in our world where his 

truth, love and beauty could continue to take root and grow. 

“Anyone who wants to bring into this world a family which teaches children to be excited by every 

gesture aimed at overcoming evil – a family which shows that the Spirit is alive and at work – will 

encounter our gratitude and our appreciation. Whatever the family, people, religion or region to 

which they belong!” Unquote! 


