
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The Gospel of St. Mark 1: 14-20 

 The first time I was named pastor, my assignment took me to some of the most northern and rural 

parts of Maine, where for centuries, families of Acadian French descent lived, worked, and devoutly practiced 

their Catholic faith. Thus were the towns of Wallagrass and New Canada with their settlements of Soldier Pond 

and Daigle, comprising then two parishes and one mission church. 

 Although their life was hard and material possessions were few, they were the most resourceful 

people and the most generous of people. Nothing ever went to waste, and if someone needed something they 

had, it was given with joy and without hesitation. Many elderly parishioners served on various parish 

committees and I learned to rely on them for their collective wisdom, willingness to help, and their deep love 

for their parish and their faith. 

 Their wisdom was often accompanied by a strong shyness covering over feelings of inadequacy and 

even shame. Some of them had never had formal education, and more than a few were actually illiterate. 

Although in my late thirties, I had not remembered ever knowing functioning adults living good lives, but 

struggled with the basics of reading and writing. I also learned to never say they were “uneducated.”  

They were in fact very educated, but not “formally” educated. They understood the land and how 

vegetables grew. They understood the seasons and how to plan crops so planting was not too early and 

harvesting not too late. They knew how to maintain their homes and keep frugal budgets. They lived their 

marriages, raised their families, and passed on the faith. They knew how to survive winter and most 

importantly, they knew how to trust God for everything and how to love God with all their heart and soul.  

In other words, they were educated in daily life and the Kingdom of God is revealed and lived in daily 

life. Our gathering for the Eucharist is essential to uncovering and serving the Kingdom in our own daily lives.  

Jesus begins his ministry of proclaiming and manifesting the Kingdom of God and he does so calling his 

first four disciples, all of whom are fishermen. They are often referred to as “uneducated” and least likely to 

become anyone’s disciple. In Jesus’ time, it was disciples that sought out a rabbi to study under and not the 

other way around. So Jesus calling disciples already broke with custom, let alone the social status of those he 

called. 

But like the parishioners I served in the County, they were very educated. They had to know how to 

fish and how to sail. They had to learn how to read the clouds and the winds. They had to endure storms and 

share the waters with lots of other fishing boats. They had to know when to keep casting their nets all 

evidence to the contrary notwithstanding, and they had to know when to call it a day and go home.  

They also had to understand the rudimentary ways of operating a business and relate the cost of doing 

their business with the price their fish would get in local markets. And they also lived family life, loved their 

wives and children, and worked family operated fishing boats.  

God is not interested in our college degrees, our titles, our status or our connections. What God really 

wants is “you” and “me.” God wants our hearts and souls. But God also wants our particular gifts, our 

intuition, our wisdom, our ideals, our dreams, our wounds, our disappointments and our heart breaks. God 

wants those aspects of life we share with everyone else in the human condition. And God wants those 

characteristics that make each one of us unique and stand out from everyone else. God wants it all.  



Our education is good for discipleship, but our humanity is essential. It is through the humanity of the 

Lord Jesus Christ that gives us access to the Kingdom of God.  

These fishermen begin a journey with Jesus and their journey will take them to the heart of God 

because the one they follow is God made flesh. They will realize the Kingdom of God and the person of Jesus 

of Nazareth are intimately related and connected. The call requires a response of “urgency”, “repentance”, 

and “belief.”  

God wants us to respond urgently. Too often we relate the urgency of the gospel with predictions of 

when the Lord’s Second Coming will occur. Too many spend too much time with those predictions and we 

have seen the fruits of those previous predictions. We are all still here. We hold as “truth” the Lord coming 

again in glory and acknowledge that in the Eucharistic Prayers. We prepare for it as though it were today, 

realizing the second coming could be anytime and long after we go to the Kingdom separately.  

But there is still urgency to our response to the Kingdom already in our midst. Every age has its own 

terrible darkness and evil pressing upon the human community. Our world seems to grow darker with newer 

ways of inflicting harm on one another.  

Pope Francis and scores of scientists warn us of a pending ecological disaster if we do not drastically 

change the ways we live on this planet. Much of the world seems to be heeding the warnings and moving in 

needed directions. But not our country. We continue on as though we have lots of time and few changes to 

make.  

We find harsher language to divide, exclude, and reject. The need for the gospel to be proclaimed with 

word and deed is far greater and requires the complete offering of our life for that mission the Lord calls the 

four fishermen to begin sharing.  

God wants us to repent. Again, we can limit “repentance” to a sinful behavior, attitude, or choices we 

make. We make the choice to stop sinning, seek forgiveness and move forward. That is spot on regarding 

repentance! But repentance can involve much more than that. The four fishermen in the gospel needed to 

repent. They needed to see their life in an entirely different way.  

They were working an honorable and necessary profession providing food for families. But Jesus called 

them to something completely different. They needed to let go of what they were doing to embrace what 

they were called to do. That is also a form of repentance. We may be called to a special vocation taking us 

away from our present life and far away in geographical location. Or our vocation to serve the Kingdom of God 

will utilize the work we are already doing, but take us to a deeper meaning and experience of daily life.  

We are called to re-examine our entire life and be ready to see life in entirely new ways. We might 

need to question cultural norms and attitudes we considered were set in stone.  

God wants us to believe. There is truth and truth can be discovered. For us as Catholics, we come to 

know that truth is not a set of dogmas, a philosophical system, or a set of rules. Rather, truth is a person: The 

Risen Lord Jesus Christ. To come to know the Risen Lord is to come to know the truth. Entering into a 

relationship with the Lord through the church brings one to a deeper realization and understanding of truth, 

the more we come to know the Lord’s love and love the Lord more in return.  

 The Lord desires our human life to be fully immersed in The Kingdom of God and to offer our entire life 

to the Kingdom’s life in our midst. The Kingdom of God is “at hand,”right before us in our daily life. We miss it 

unless we repent and believe. And we are called to do so urgently.  


