
Second Sunday of Lent: The Transfiguration 

St. Mark 9:2-10 

“Divine Love Pouring Through and Outward From.” 

Dorothy Day, the founder of The Catholic Worker movement was one of the 

most dynamic 20th Century Catholic lay leaders in the United States. She was a 

convert to Catholicism following several years of hard living, radical political activism, 

a failed marriage and an abortion. She gave her flesh to the Church’s social teachings 

establishing Houses of Hospitality among the poorest and most derelict areas of 

America’s cities. Many of these Houses still operate to this day 35 years following her 

death.  

Prior to her conversion, she was living with a man and they had a daughter 

together out of wedlock. Her live birth, following her abortion, filled her with a joy she 

had previously unknown. While in the maternity ward, the woman in the bed beside 

her made her aware of Catholicism’s spiritual truths and guidance. Later walking her 

daughter on a nearby beach, she encountered Catholic nuns also out for a stroll and 

she began to converse with them. These conversations continued over days and weeks. 

She knew what she needed to do, what she wanted for their daughter and what 

she herself needed to become. She also knew her common law lover, an atheist and 

anarchist, would abandon her when she became Catholic. But become Catholic she 

did. Had her lover been open to marriage, she would have formed a family with him, 

but she knew otherwise. The day she received the sacraments, she wrote she 

experienced no joy on that day, but felt the sadness of losing the man she ultimately 

would love until the day she died.  

She wrote in her memoirs “The Long Loneliness:” To become Catholic meant for 

me to give up a mate with whom I was much in love. I got to the point where it was a 

simple question of whether I chose God or man. I had known enough of love to know 

that a good healthy family life was as near to heaven as one could get in this life. 

There was another sample of heaven, the enjoyment of God. The very sexual act itself 

was used again and again in Scripture as a figure of the beatific vision. It was not 

because I was tired of sex, satiated, disillusioned that I turned to God. Radical friends 

used to insinuate this. It was because through a whole love, both physical and 

spiritual, I came to know God.  

“From the time Tamar Teresa was born, I was intent on having her baptized, 

cost what it may. I knew that I was not going to have her floundering through many 

years as I had done, doubting and hesitating, undisciplined and amoral.” 

Transfiguration is the event connecting Jesus’ baptism with his suffering and 

death on the cross. On Mount Tabor, “a whole love” in Dorothy Day’s words, “both 

physical and spiritual” is revealed in the humanity of Jesus of Nazareth. A full divine 

glory pours through and outward from his humanity. 

“When Christ stood transfigured before the disciples, his was a transfigured 

humanity they beheld. What Christ offered them was the possibility of human 

transfiguration. Christ became human not to change humanity into something it was 

not created to become, but to call it to the purpose for which it was created.” (Give Us 

This Day, March 2015, p.23) 

We were created to encounter the whole love of The Living God through the 

glorified humanity of the Risen Christ. Our humanity is destined to reveal the fullness 

of divine glory through every fiber of our humanity. This is the transformation and 



continual conversion we are called to undertake. This transformation and conversion 

occurs in the encounters of our daily life and the choices we make on a daily basis.  

Peter wants to remain on the mountain and continue bathing in the glory of 

divine love. But Jesus calls his disciples to follow him back down the mountain and 

into the realm of daily life. There we are to seek out God’s love pouring through the 

poor, suffering, rejected and abandoned. There, we are to allow God’s unconditional 

love pour through and outward from us in loving service and generous sacrifice. 

Peter will learn as we are called to know that God’s whole love is known to us as 

we allow God’s love to pour through and outward from our humanity, our very life. 

This love poured out in generous and sacrificial service will lead us to confront the 

powers of darkness, hatred, and despair in our world. It will be a loving service that 

will be costly and at times seemingly a certain failure. 

Following Jesus’ baptism, Transfiguration and death, dark and demonic powers 

confront him. After his baptism, Jesus is lead into the desert to be tempted by Satan. 

Coming down from Mount Tabor, Jesus and the disciples encounter a man with a 

young boy possessed by Satan and Jesus’ disciples have been unable to expel it. 

Following his death on the cross, Jesus is plunged into the depths of death’s extreme 

darkness. In all three of these events, Jesus overwhelms the darkness of evil and heals 

the gaping wounds of humanity’s sin. 

Dorothy Day’s life was spent in communities of fellow Catholic Workers in the 

most destitute areas of urban centers working with the most destitute and at times 

repulsive of people. Her principled stands for pacifism and justice won her stints in jail 

and the scorn of other Catholics embarrassed by her life of faith. But Dorothy refused 

to stop loving even those who jailed her and those who resented her style of 

Catholicism. 

She felt no particular joy on the day of her baptism but one of sadness. Her 

choice for faith cost her the human love of her life, but her willingness to let him go 

opened her heart for the outpouring of divine love. We do not usually associate 

baptism with sadness. Our focus rightfully emphasizes our communion with God in 

Christ, our incorporation into the Body of Christ the Church, and the grace of divine 

love.  

But baptism needs to also bring a cost, a sacrifice, a letting go in order to 

become what we are created to be. The cost is what God asks of us and not what we 

decide it will be. We will not all be called to live among the destitute, embrace celibacy, 

or give up all our possessions. But we will learn the necessity of letting go of all that 

keeps us from God so that God can be all that we are.  

This is the lesson of Transfiguration. We are called to let divine love pour 

through and outward from our human life. Our love must be both spiritual and 

physical. Begun in baptism, we grow in the grace of conversion and constant 

transformation. Lent is time to prepare for the catechumens to make their profession 

of baptismal vows at Easter. Lent is also the time for us to prepare to renew our 

baptismal vows at Easter. What do we need to let go of in order to renew those vows? 

How will we let God’s love pour through and outward from our human life in greater 

ways this Lenten Season? 


