
18th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
The Feeding of the Thousands 

The first words from this weekend’s Gospel passage, “When Jesus heard of the death 
of John the Baptist, he withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself” becomes a 
hinge between two separate events in the 14th Chapter of St. Matthew’s Gospel. The 
chapter begins with King Herod’s birthday banquet. Herod was delighted with the 
dance young Salome performed. When she finished, he offered her any request. 
Consulting with her mother, the child asked for the head me to go up to the mountain. 
And I’ve looked over. And I’ve seen the Promised Land. I may not get there with you. 
But I want you to know tonight, that we, as a people, will get to the Promised Land!” 

Having lived only 39 years, Rev. King’s all to brief life contributed decidedly to the 
march for civil rights for all Americans and today 46 years later, his legacy continues 
to motivate generations for the cause of poor and disenfranchised people. 

On September 11, 2001, as planes exploded into the World Trade Center, those 
trapped on the floors above the crash sites knew they were doomed. There was no 
possibility of escape or rescue for them. 

They recognized that their time on earth suddenly was coming to an end. Within a few 
short hours if not minutes, all their aspirations for life, all their hopes and dreams for 
their families, friends, and themselves would vaporize. This was something most if not 
all had no concern for only a few hours beforehand. Although they now knew their 
time was exhausting, they also realized they had opportunities to embrace what little 
time remained. 

Many decided to make phone calls. They did not phone their stock brokers to adjust 
their portfolios, and did not call to make one final sale. They didn’t cancel time on the 
golf course or the business lunch scheduled for that afternoon. They used their cell 
phones to call spouses, fiancées, parents, friends, and other loved ones and tell them 
one last time that they loved them. Those loved ones returned home and found these 
last messages on answering machines and voice mails. 

Both of these tragic days in American history manifested humanity’s capacity for 
cruelty and evil. These same days called forth a deeper human capacity to love, unite, 
care, and serve. The messages left for loved ones returning home manifested a love, 
concern, and devotion in the face of destruction, terror, and ultimately death. Rev. 
King and the people trapped on the upper floors were able to face death and evil in the 
eye and perform eminently human actions as their last choice before dying.  They rose 
above the horror before them and made a decision for love their final action. They 
plummeted into the depths of their humanity and found love pouring through. 

The divine Son of God also had endless aspirations and hopes but sharing our 

humanity he embraced the same limited time, energy and opportunities we all face. 
Jesus had to make choices with those same limitations that we face every day of our 
lives. Endless aspirations and limited time can become one of life’s greatest inner 
conflicts. The mystery of faith proclaims Jesus reconciled these conflicts on the cross. 
Only by embracing limited human nature, with its accompanying suffering and death, 
could he then open for us the endless aspirations of the Kingdom of God. 

Coming down the mountain following the Transfiguration, the disciples retained the 
same humanity as before. They were given no super powers, no pass from sickness or 
suffering, and no promise of an easy and carefree life. They were promised divine glory 
pouring through this same broken and weakened human nature. When they placed all 
they had into the hands of God and followed the voice of Jesus, God’s love would pour 



through them in service to all creation. In a great irony of faith, “When we grasp for 
everything, we lose it all. When we let go of all for the glory of God, God gives 
everything to us.” 

Each of us is given a limited time here on earth, a limited amount of energy and a 
limited amount of choices to make. Each of us will face our own limitations. Each of 
us will have to confront the reality of evil, suffering and death. None of us know how 
much time we have left to live on this earth. 

But none of us need face this alone. The constant message from St. Matthew’s Gospel 
is that Jesus is Emmanuel—“God is with us”. “I will be with you to the ends of the 
earth.” Jesus, the one who entered our suffering, limitations and death, is the one to 
always be with us and for us. The constant message is that when we are faithful to the 
voice of Jesus, no matter how weak or how limited, no matter how short or long a life, 
divine glory is destined to pour through our humanity as well. 

 


