
Twenty Second Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Gospel of St. Matthew  16: 21-27 

Bishop Fulton Sheen once recalled a time when he went off for his annual retreat, returning to a 

familiar retreat house he had visited many times in the past. This time, the former directors had moved on and 

the retreat house was now operated by a different group of priests. When he went to his room, he noticed 

there was no crucifix on the wall and a quick and a further house tour discovered no crucifix anywhere in the 

retreat house.  

He approached the house director to inquire why. The director told him, “We are trying to tone down 

the harsher features of our faith in order to focus more on the bright and cheerful.” Bishop Sheen wrote in his 

diary that night, “The church will see its darkest days when it tries to run away from the cross.” 

St. Peter is on a mission to move Jesus in other directions, especially away from the cross. He 

represents us in those times when we only want a Savior who is strong, invincible, and indestructible. If we 

think deeper, what we want for God, we also want for ourselves: strength, invincibility, indestructibility.  

But those are not the characteristics of our humanity, and Jesus shared fully in our humanity with no 

additional protections, insurance policies, or guarantees of a life beyond suffering. Like us, he lived a fragile 

humanity prone to sickness, disease, tragedy, disabilities and alienation. St. Paul wrote, “For indeed he was 

crucified out of weakness, but he lives by the power of God. So also we are weak in him, toward you we shall 

live with him by the power of God.” (2 Corinthians 13:4). 

What Peter voices, Jesus has heard before following his baptism in the River Jordan. Entering the 

desert, he battles Satan’s offerings of the easy road for life and the escape clause avoiding suffering and 

death. That is why Jesus tells Peter to stop being an obstacle and to get behind. “Being an obstacle” means 

Peter wants to take the lead, get in front of Jesus and lead him away from his destined mission.  

Jesus’ harsh response isn’t removing Peter or rejecting him, on the contrary. To “get behind me Satan” 

means for Peter to return to being a disciple. Jesus wants Peter following, staying behind Jesus and stop trying 

to lead him.  

On the one hand, we at times want to embrace Jesus while pushing away the cross. This empties our 

faith of any meaning and power; and therefore empties faith of salvation and hope. Jesus without the cross 

reduces the faith to nice suggestions for good living or as a friend recently said, “feel good self-centeredness.” 

Jesus becomes one teacher among many other teachers, an optional way of life among many options; a guru 

affirming us without challenges, hard truths, or harsh realities. 

On the other hand, discarding Jesus leaves the illusion of also discarding the cross. This is the devil’s 

work. The cross without Jesus leaves us abandoned in moments of tragedy, darkness, doubt and guilt. We 

stare into the dark pit of despair and no one comes to save or console us. Without Jesus, there is no hope of 

redemption of life’s tragedies and sinfulness, and no hope of transcendence or life beyond what we can see. 

There is only darkness and despair.  

When Jesus tells his disciples and therefore all of us to, “Pick up your cross and follow me”, we hear St. 

Paul echo those words in Romans, “Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice.” “Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice” 

gets us to the heart of the sacraments. Baptism and Eucharist include an offering as do Holy Orders and 

Marriage. Although this homily will focus exclusively on The Eucharist, these truths can be applied to all 

sacraments.  



The essence of sacrifice is not “destruction” but “transformation” (a “making sacred”). We are not 

called to self-destruction, but the transformation of our entire self in communion with the Lord’s sacrifice on 

Calvary. Every time we gather at the Eucharist, the Lord’s sacrifice at Calvary is present to us and draws us into 

its transforming power.  

We are not here merely to observe it. We are not here only to worship or express gratitude, important 

and essential as that is. Rather, we are here to enter into the paschal mystery and to let the Lord’s death and 

Resurrection embrace and absorb us. The cross both cleanses and transforms us. 

 The cross is God’s choice to love in the face of evil; to love in the face of hatred, to love in the face of 

rejection and abandonment. The cross is God’s choice to love anytime and every time; to love anywhere and 

everywhere; and to love anyone and everyone. The cross needs to transform us because we do not so choose 

to love in all such circumstances. The Eucharist transforms us to love as Jesus loves.  

The cross calls us to a life of generous service and an abandonment of our own individual agenda for 

life. Abandoning our own agenda is “the dying to one self” the Lord speaks of in the gospel. Embracing the 

mystery of the Lord’s cross and Resurrection is the rising to new life and discovering a deep meaning and 

purpose to our life.  

At every Eucharist, we are called to decide if we are going to live the life we want or the life The Lord 

wants us to live. At every Eucharist, we decide if we are going to “save our life” and then lose it, or “lose our 

life for the sake of Christ and find it.” At Eucharist, we choose to cling to “refusals to love” or abandon our self 

to love’s purifying and transforming power. 

St. Augustine once said, “It is your mystery that lies on the altar.” That is, the mystery of our life is 

called to become one with the paschal mystery of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We offer our entire life at 

every Eucharistic celebration. We place on the altar our strengths, virtues, blessings and good works; and we 

place our weaknesses, vices, sins, and wounds. We place our dreams and hopes; and we place our 

disappointments, frustrations, betrayals, and abandonments. Our entire life becomes one with Christ in his 

eternal offering of love. 

His love then purifies us, strengthens us, and transforms us into his eternal offering of love. His offering 

from the cross becomes our offering from daily life.  

Pope Benedict XVI, Sacramentum Caritatis, “(B)y sharing in the sacrifice of the Cross, the Christian 

partakes of Christ's self-giving love and is equipped and committed to live this same charity in all his thoughts 

and deeds". In a word, ‘worship' itself, eucharistic communion, includes the reality both of being loved and of 

loving others in turn. A Eucharist which does not pass over into the concrete practice of love is intrinsically 

fragmented. 

“This appeal to the moral value of spiritual worship should not be interpreted in a merely moralistic 

way. It is before all else the joy-filled discovery of love at work in the hearts of those who accept the Lord's 

gift, abandon themselves to him and thus find true freedom. The moral transformation implicit in the new 

worship instituted by Christ is a heartfelt yearning to respond to the Lord's love with one's whole being, while 

remaining ever conscious of one's own weakness.” (#82) 

 


