
19th Sunday: The Bread of Life #3 

Gospel of St. John 6:41-51 

When I was a young boy and my dad would give me chores, there were times when I 

took short cuts believing my finished job was “close enough.” When my dad later 

inspected my work, he would tell me, “Mick, ‘close’ only counts playing horse shoes 

and throwing hand grenades but not your work.” 

My dad’s advice can help us understand the problem revealed in the crowds following 

Jesus. Their ability to identify him is woefully inadequate. In fact, their description of 

Jesus becomes meaningless and worthless.  

The crowds following Jesus after the multiplication of loaves and fishes are able to see 

his human origins, but limits him to those realities. They are either unable or refuse to 

see beyond his residency in Nazareth and those of his immediate family. This limited 

vision blocks them from recognizing the divine presence among them. The crowds are 

not simply “half right.” They are in fact “completely wrong.” “Close enough” simply 

doesn’t count. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches us in these words, “The unique and 

altogether singular event of the Incarnation of the Son of God does not mean that 

Jesus Christ is part God and part man, nor does it imply that he is the result of a 

confused mixture of the divine and the human. He became truly man while remaining 

truly God. Jesus Christ is true God and true man. During the first centuries, the 

Church had to defend and clarify this truth of faith against the heresies that falsified 

it.” #464 

Some of the great heresies the Church opposed exalted Jesus’ divine nature over his 

humanity, while others exalted his human nature over his divinity. The greatest 

heresies opposed by the Church either denied Jesus was ever human or denied Jesus 

was ever divine. Getting it “half right,” unfortunately means getting it “completely 

wrong.” 

When we see Jesus through the eyes of the world, he is reduced to a human person 

with a simple history of limited significance and even less meaning. When we see 

Jesus through the eyes of the Church’s faith, we come to know the divine person 

sharing the fullness of human nature. But we don’t just come to know about Jesus. 

When seeing Jesus through the Church’s faith, we are embraced by the outstretched 

arms of the Beloved Son in whom we encounter the Living God. These outstretched 

arms invite us to share love, friendship, divine life, and life eternal. 

When we see the world through the eyes of the Risen Lord Jesus Christ, we see a 

world created by God, deeply wounded by sin, redeemed by the blood of the cross and 

awarded a destiny of salvation. When we see ourselves through the eyes of the Risen 

Lord Jesus Christ, we come to see our own place in this call to universal salvation. 

Every one of us baptized has our own God given call within the Church’s life to a 

mission with and for the world. 

Three Sundays ago we began the proclamation of Jesus’ Bread of Life discourse from 

St. John’s Gospel. Jesus begins his discourse after feeding thousands with a few 



loaves and fishes. Moved with compassion by their hunger, Jesus taught his disciples 

that following him required the same compassion from them. This compassion would 

later compel them to engage those deprived and suffering throughout the world. 

Over the many centuries, the Church has spoken this truth with many images and 

symbols. During his long pontificate, Pope St. John Paul II promoted this 

compassionate engagement using the term “solidarity”. Certainly, the Solidarity labor 

movement in his native Poland during the 1980’s influenced his using this term. The 

Solidarity labor movement was a powerful cause that undermined the Communist grip 

on all of Eastern Europe following World War II.  

But the word “solidarity” had been used in Catholic Social Teaching and various labor 

movements for generations beforehand. Saint John Paul emphasized the importance of 

“solidarity” with his frequent use of this word in several writings on Catholic Social 

Teaching.  

Incorporating Pope St. John Paul’s teachings, “The Compendium on The Social 

Doctrine of The Church,” presents solidarity as “an authentic moral virtue, not a 

feeling of vague compassion or shallow distress at the misfortunes of so many people, 

both near and far. On the contrary, it is a firm and persevering determination to 

commit oneself to the common good. That is to say to the good of all and of each 

individual, because we are all really responsible for all. Solidarity rises to the rank of 

fundamental social virtue since it places itself in the sphere of justice” (Compendium 

# 193). 

Solidarity requires us to see ourselves and see the world around us through the vision 

of the Risen Lord. We are to re-evaluate our own values and society’s values through 

the lens of morality flowing from the glorified humanity of Christ. We are to seek the 

healing and renewal of the human community empowered by the presence of Christ in 

the Eucharist. 

“Solidarity” brings us again to the complete understanding of the identity of The Lord 

Jesus Christ. Authentic “Christian Solidarity” only makes sense when we realize that 

Jesus is fully divine and fully human. Our divine call and works extend the fullness of 

divine love to the fullness of the human condition. We are called to care about every 

aspect of one’s humanity: physical needs, spiritual needs, emotional needs, 

intellectual needs, social relationships, and all other aspects of what makes up the 

human person. 

Solidarity compels advocacy for the material aspects of human development. While 

focusing on the material needs of humanity, this also reveals the spiritual side of the 

human condition as well. We advocate for the basic human needs and basic human 

rights of all people, because the divine and human have wedded and embraced in the 

Incarnation. 

Solidarity gives an opportunity to again promote the Annual Catholic Appeal. 

Solidarity is what The Appeal is all about. Solidarity with other Catholic parishes 

throughout the diocese allows us to financially support diocesan catechetical offices, 

institutional chaplaincies and assist Catholic schools. Through this, we serve the 



spiritual, catechetical and pastoral needs of all Catholics throughout the State of 

Maine. 

The Catholic Appeal also allows us to have solidarity with the poor throughout the 

State. People across the political and ideological spectrum all understand the so-called 

“safety net” has become more fragile, brittle, and far less protective than the past. 

Through Catholic Charities Maine, we connect with the poorest of our communities 

and provide both a “hand out” in times of emergency and a “hand up” restoring them 

as active citizens in their communities. 

Our state and our diocese both suffered severely in the financial collapse of 2008. Now 

we are finally beginning to recover and recoup from terrible losses. The Catholic 

Appeal gives us the opportunity to have solidarity with our entire diocese and to assist 

the work of recovery. 

The Annual Catholic Appeal is our responsibility but it also becomes our blessing as 

well. We can take rightful joy in our participation in the appeal. Fr. Claude and I had a 

letter inserted in the bulletin last week indicating both our strong support and the 

great needs this Appeal provides for. This is our final public promotion for this year’s 

Appeal.  

If you have not yet made a pledge or contribution to the Annual Catholic Appeal, 

please take this opportunity to proclaim your faith and help all of us as diocese to take 

responsibility. We take responsibility for other Catholics before God and; together as 

Catholics we take responsibility for the poor before God. But beside a responsibility, 

the Annual Catholic Appeal is both a blessing and joy.  

 

 

 

 


