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Pope St. Leo the Great was one of the greatest of the early Church Fathers. He once 

wrote, “Once begotten in the baptismal font, the whole community of the faithful…is born with 
him in his Nativity…But what can we find in the treasure of the Lord’s bounty more in keeping 
with this feast than the peace which is first announced by the angelic choir on the day of his 
birth? For that peace, which from the children of God spring, sustains love and mothers unity; 
it refreshes the blessed and shelters eternity; its characteristic function and special blessing is 
to join to God those whom it separates from this world….The birthday of the Lord is the 
birthday of peace as the Apostle Paul says, ‘For he is our peace, who has made us both one; 
for whether Jew or Gentile, through him, we have access in one Spirit to the Father’.” 
 

St. Leo reflects that we are given birth with the Prince of Peace, and this peace also 
springs from us as a people. The shepherds move from their care of the flocks on the promise 
of peace. Peace is the deepest hunger of the human heart. This peace is not simply the ability 
to live in safety and security. The peace promised by angelic choirs extends to all a 
relationship of complete love with God, with all humanity and all creation. The divine peace 
offers a communion of life founded on love and nurtured by mercy.  
 

The Blessed Mother conceived the Prince of Peace in her womb and gave birth to this 
same Prince of Peace. In her story, we find our life. We are called to conceive this Prince of 
Peace in our hearts and to give birth to the Prince of Peace in our daily lives. 
 

What are ways for us to be peacemakers and to contribute to peace for ourselves and 
for our entire world? In 2015 Pope Francis gave the church two great gifts each offering a hope 
of great contributions of peace. The first was his encyclical “Laudato Si” or in English “Our 
Common Home”. In this encyclical he calls for drastic action to avert ecological catastrophe 
looming over the entire planet.  
 

The encyclical is dire in its warnings but not hopeless or despairing. The Holy Father is 
convinced that small efforts from many people and major efforts from nations can avert the 
crisis. This is intricately linked to the reality of peace. Nations from across the globe working 
together to save the planet from environmental disaster can also build trust and peace among 
these same people. All of us can make small changes in our lifestyles and in our habits of 
consumption that add up to major contributions to the world.  
 

Secondly, The Jubilee Year of Mercy presents us with greater opportunities to bring 
peace into our world. This Year of Mercy is intricately linked to Pope Francis’ call for a 
“revolution of tenderness”. Such a call may seem to some to be naïve and weak in the face of 
so much hostility, hatred, and violence in our world. 
 

But Pope Francis, reflecting on the church throughout world history recognizes that 
when God’s faithful people become more and more committed to the spiritual and corporal 
works of mercy, peace has flowed out from the church into the daily life of the world around 
us. This has resulted in people from all walks of life and every religious profession working 
together to be in solidarity with the poor, broken, abandoned and marginalized of our 
societies.  
 

In St. Luke’s Gospel, The Blessed Mother is the model for all disciples. In her simple 
“yes” to God, we are to find our own calling and the proper response to that call. In her song 
The Magnificat, we are to keep the vision of the Kingdom of God before us at all times. This 
vision sees a complete reversal of the values in the world at large. If Pope St. Leo tells us that 
the characteristic of Christ’s peace is “to join to God those whom it separates from the world” 
this peace is envisioned in the Magnificat. 



 
Taking seriously the Holy Father’s two contributions of 2015 and giving them our flesh, 

blood, sweat and prayers in 2016 can see changes begin to happen in the world around us. 
We will find ourselves being less afraid and more hopeful about the world around us.  
 

 


