
Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul 

One of Catholicism’s genius is its ability to hold two seemingly contradictory terms in 
a reconciled balance. Another way of saying this is that Catholicism interprets life as 
“both/and” rather than “either/or”. For example, salvation involves “divine and 
human”, “word and sacrament”, “faith and works”, “spiritual and material”, “faith and 
reason”. 

This is one way of segueing into this Feast of Saints Peter and Paul. The feast is “St. 
Peter and St. Paul” and not “St. Peter or St. Paul”. These two of the greatest saints 
share one feast day primarily because both were regarded as the great apostolic pillars 
of faith and both were martyred in Rome. 

In many ways these two apostles were completely different. St. Paul was highly 
educated, a religious leader perhaps even a Temple official. Paul had traveled to other 
countries was a Roman citizen. St. Peter was from Galilee, a region often dismissed for 
its mixed bloodlines and laxity of religious observance. He was a fisherman by trade, 
probably not formally educated, nor had he travelled much beyond the Sea of Galilee. 

St. Peter was a part of Jesus’ inner circle, travelling with him for three years of public 
ministry. He abandoned Jesus and denied him at his darkest hour of need. St. Paul 
converted to the faith only after the Resurrection and only after persecuting the 
Christians in their earliest days. 

There are of course certain shared similarities. They shared in the one true mission of 
the Risen Lord and both served as apostles. Both experienced an overwhelming mercy 
that forgave their sins, re-established their love with God and moved them forward 
without any remaining burden of guilt of previous sins. 

This powerful mercy came from the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ whom both 
recognized as Lord and Savior. They also realized that this same Jesus was alive and 
loved them and all humanity with an undying and passiose messages are never from 
God. 

Prayer does not seek God. Rather, prayer opens our heart and soul to the God who 
seeks us. God always initiates the desire to be restored to communion with God. God 
is always the first seeker and the constant inviter. 

If we need a place to begin our prayer or learn from example The Book of Psalms in the 
Old Testament is greatest of value. The Book of Psalms is often called The Church’s 
Prayer Book. The 151 psalms present every human emotion, every human experience 
of encountering God. The psalmist writers are painfully honest in their conversations 
with God. They express joy, gratitude, need for forgiveness, love, friendship and hope. 
But they also express anger, sadness, and disappointment with God as well. One 

psalm begins with the words similar to, “How come God when things get tough you 
run off and hide?” 

We have a tendency to value only the positive emotions in prayer, and to consider the 
negative emotions as sinful. We can tell God those things we think God wants to hear 
and we hide our true feelings and emotions. Much of this comes from Catholic guilt 
often described as “the gift that keeps on giving”! Anger, arousal, doubt, 
disappointment are not to be acknowledged or presented to God. But the psalmists tell 
us otherwise and the Church recognizes their writings as divinely inspired. 

Prayer does not change God. Rather, prayer changes us. God has already decided to 
forgive our sins, restore us to eternal life, welcome us into the Kingdom, transform our 



lives, heal our wounds, and purify our hearts, souls and minds. Prayer opens us to 
accept the presence of God and to express our desire for God to become the Lord of 
our entire life. 

The great Jewish theologian of the last century, Rabbi Abraham Heschel had many 
beautiful thoughts on prayer. Among them he said, “All things have a home: the bee 
has a hive, the bird a nest. For the soul, home is where prayer is, and a soul without 
prayer is a soul without a home. I enter this home as a supplicant and emerge as a 
witness; I enter as a stranger and emerge as next of kin. I may enter spiritually 
shapeless, inwardly disfigured and emerge wholly changed.” 

In a world of instant messaging, instant oatmeal, and instant fast food, we can come 
to expect God’s response to our prayers to be instantaneous as well. But God’s time is 
not our time, and the Lord’s ways are not our ways. Prayer demands perseverance, 
patience, and an open spirit. It requires a spirit of abandonment which is not the same 
as helplessness. Rather, it is a belief in the power of God working in and through us 
and working in and through others to accomplish. 

St. John of the Cross wrote once of prayer that it requires the patience of those digging 
or mining for precious metals. There needs to be a lot of ground dug or burrowed 
through before a vein of gold is found. There is a lot of useless and dry dirt that will be 
removed before our patience will be rewarded. 

 “Dark is the world to me for all its cities and stars. If not for the certainty that God 
listens to our cry, who could stand so much misery, so much callousness?” Abraham 
Heschel. 

 


