
The Pastor’s Column: The Solemnity of Christmas 2015 

“Do not be afraid.” Angels speak these words to shepherds announcing the birth of the Messiah. They 

are also the most repeated words of The New Testament. These words do not mean we never experience the 

natural fear of danger or take appropriate responsibility to protect ourselves and our loved ones. It is no sin to 

be afraid or to feel fear. In the Garden of Gethsemane, Our Lord trembled with fear realizing the horrors he 

faced in the coming hours. Rather, “do not be afraid” tells us not to let the power of fear govern us, dominate 

us or dissuade us from our fidelity to the gospel. Our Lord may have trembled at Gethsemane, but when 

soldiers came to arrest him, Jesus stood and faced them, offering no resistance.  

We seem to live in a state of perpetual fear. We fear the next terrorist attack or someone settling 

grudges with an automatic weapon. We fear the addictions to heroin and other opiates robbing us of so many 

of our precious young people. We fear the continual effects of pollution and toxic wastes in our atmosphere, 

water and ground. Fear affects all of us and fear continually gnaws at us. But we cannot allow fear to govern 

us.  

In his letter calling for The Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope Francis wrote, “The time has come for the 

Church to take up the joyful call to mercy once more. It is time to return to the basics and to bear the 

weaknesses and struggles of our brothers and sisters. Mercy is the force that reawakens us to new life and 

instils in us the courage to look to the future with hope.”  

“Hope” is one of the most precious commodities in our world today. Dare we believe in a world 

saturated with violence, hatred and fear; that “mercy” can give us “the courage to look to the future with 

hope?” The Jubilee Year of Mercy corresponds to Pope Francis’ call for a “revolution of tenderness”. In a cold 

and hardened world, The Holy Father is convinced that gentleness and kindness emerging from the corporal 

and spiritual works of mercy can reveal the Savior’s face. Pope Francis uses these words, “Jesus Christ is the 

face of the Father’s mercy.” 

In this cluster of five parishes, we are committed to living out this Jubilee Year of Mercy promoting all 

the corporal and spiritual works of mercy. We will spend special time focusing on two. With the large number 

of refugees, immigrants and asylees in our parishes and city, we will focus on the corporal work of “welcoming 

the stranger”. With the large number of funerals, we will focus on the spiritual work of “consoling the 

grieving”. These works can ignite the “revolution of tenderness” Pope Francis has called for.  

We need one another working together in faith as disciples of this “revolution of tenderness”. If you 

have been actively present in one of our parishes or inactive for a lengthy period of time, we need your good 

heart and caring spirit for this great Jubilee Year. Don’t delay a renewal of your faith or doubt the importance 

of your prayers and good works united with us at the Eucharist. Each of us needs to know God’s great mercy in 

our own life and each needs to be a source of that mercy for the world around us. Only this will allow 

everyone to “look to the future with hope”. 

In his homily opening the Jubilee Year of Mercy, Bishop Robert Deeley told us, “Mercy is not just an act 

of forgiveness for the things we have done wrong. It is a way of life that is manifested in the compassion, love, 

and joy we see that God has for all creation, and most especially for us as his children.” Mercy is not simply 



something that comes to us. Rather, mercy is someone we become united with in love. We become one with 

the very person of the Risen Christ as we become more fully human, more fully the person God created us to 

be. To encounter the Lord Jesus Christ, crucified and Risen, is to encounter The Living God and the profound 

meeting with mercy. When this Jubilee Year of Mercy concludes in November 2016, all having been 

transformed by God’s mercy will be ever more committed to continuing “the revolution of tenderness” that 

will bring hope to the broken, despairing and wounded of the world around us. 

 

 

 


