
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Cycle A 

The Gospel of St. John 14: 1-12 

Many years ago, Maine Public Broadcasting did a piece on how state services impact rural areas of 

Maine. They named the series, “Has Augusta forgotten you?” In one segment, they focused on rural farms and 

their first interview was with a group of farmers in Fort Kent gathered for breakfast at a local diner. I knew 

these farmers from my days pastoring in the area, and would often see them when having breakfast at the 

same diner. One was very active in one of the parishes I pastored, while the others were active at then St. 

Louis Parish in Fort Kent. 

The interview began, “Has Augusta forgotten you?” and one of the farmers, speaking for all of them, 

spoke of the importance of many state services to their farms. They needed transportation networks to get 

their produce to markets, the advice of soil conservation experts to maintain healthy soils for future planting, 

the most recent information and news of outbreaks of any potato fungus or insect pests and the best 

environmental ways of handling them. While they felt good connections to the state capital, they were always 

working to increase and strengthen those connections as well.  

The second interview takes place in a similar diner in a more Yankee part of rural Maine with a group 

of farmers sitting at breakfast table discussing the upcoming day’s events. Again, the reporter addresses the 

farmers, introduces purpose of the interview and asks, “Has Augusta forgotten you?” One farmer looks into 

the camera lens and simply says, “I hope so!” 

The difference in responses is not politically based. In conversations with these Fort Kent farmers, their 

political views are pretty conservative. And my guess is the other farmer from rural Maine was no Green Party 

member either! Rather, the different responses come from two entirely different worldviews. The farmers in 

Fort Kent, faithful and active in the Catholic parishes spoke from their faith in a “sacramental imagination.” A 

“sacramental imagination” understands that everything and everyone is connected to everything and 

everyone else in creation. The “sacramental imagination” then understands God connected to all of it, 

everyone and everything.  

The Fort Kent farmers may never use the words “sacramental imagination,” but their lives have been 

formed that way by the power of the Church’s sacramental life. In many ways, this story helps us to answer 

the question raised by so many in an individualistic and secular culture, “Why Church?” “What is the purpose 

of Church and why should I even think of belonging or attending church?” And more specifically, “Why 

Catholic Church?” 

A secular individualistic society can influence our thinking and behavior in unseen ways and we can 

move to a less committed relationship in our society. For example, I rarely hear someone say, “I am a citizen of 

Gorham, or of Westbrook, or of Windham.” Rather, more often it is heard, “I reside in Gorham” or “I live in 

Windham.” Moving from “citizen” to “resident” can distance us from a sense of commitment, a sense of 

belonging, a sense of being responsible for the others living in the same community. 

This also affects the way we look at parish. How often do we hear “I am a parishioner at Our Lady’s, or 

St. Anne’s, or St. Anthony’s?” How more frequent do we hear “I attend at Our Lady’s” or “I go to Mass at St. 

Anne’s?” Our language can reveal a detached sense of belonging we pick up from the culture around us. It is 

so subtle we aren’t even aware of how affected we are.  



The Scriptures this week speak of a far deeper reality that Church needs to be in our lives. The First 

Letter of Peter images the church as a “spiritual house” where all the baptized form “a holy priesthood” 

offering “spiritual sacrifices.” These sacrifices are offered by one holy priesthood of all the baptized with and 

through the Risen Lord Jesus Christ.  

St. Peter also clearly states that the Risen Lord is a “living stone” and that all Christians are themselves 

“living stones” as well. This image is of an organic living entity where all the individual Christians as “living 

stones” connected and built together, become one priesthood in one spiritual house. All are connected 

together. And the Risen Christ is connected to each and to all. This spiritual house is an organic reality and not 

merely symbolic.  

In the Gospel of St. John, Jesus begins his beautiful farewell address to his disciples at The Last Supper. 

Like St. Peter’s Letter, Jesus images a “house” for his disciples, a mansion with many and countless rooms. But 

this house is the Father’s in heaven and has prepared a room for each of them.  

From the gospel and St. Peter’s Letter, both using images of “house” tells us the house of the Church 

here is connected intimately and powerfully to the Father’s house in heaven.  

Relationship to a parish community needs to involve this connection and bonding. This involves faithful 

attendance to weekend Mass and a growing awareness of the people we worship with. This commitment is 

expressed in generous support of finances and time to ongoing parish services and ministries. 

What we place in the collection basket on a weekly basis should have the same level of thought and 

love for any gift we are buying our spouse, our parents or our children. The amount doesn’t matter. As has 

been said, “God doesn’t see the amount of the gift but rather the amount of the sacrifice behind it.” This of 

course is also true of our life as a diocese and becomes especially true this time of year when we consider a 

level of commitment to the annual Catholic Appeal.  

A “sacramental imagination” is becoming more vitally important in our world today as society and 

nations becomes more fractured, more divided and angrier with each division. The Church must and will retain 

its sacramental imagination calling all humanity to a deeper sense of unity and connection bringing with it a 

deeper sense of responsibility and commitment.  


