
Solemnity of Christ the King 

Shortly after his election to the Chair of St. Peter, Pope Francis granted an interview 

with a team of Jesuit journalists. In that interview, the Holy Father offered these words, “I see 

clearly, that the thing the church needs most today is the ability to heal wounds and to warm 

the hearts of the faithful; it needs nearness, proximity. I see the church as a field hospital after 

battle. It is useless to ask a seriously injured person if he has high cholesterol and about the 

level of his blood sugars! You have to heal his wounds. Then we can talk about everything else. 

Heal the wounds, heal the wounds.... And you have to start from the ground up…” 

Soon into his papacy, Pope Francis called for a Jubilee Year of Mercy focusing on that 

aspect of perhaps the most endearing aspect of God’s identity. At the center of that year’s 

devotion was a renewal of the Church’s commitment to the corporal and spiritual works of 

mercy. 

For some, this focus offered a different understanding of the church then they were 

used to. Some wondered if Pope Francis was offering a new model of church. Others 

wondered if this might be a distraction from other more important moral issues facing our 

society and world today. Was this model of “battlefield hospital” and priority of merciful works 

placing too much an emphasis on physical aspects of the human person at the expense of the 

spiritual realities? 

But Pope Francis offered nothing new or nothing different from the Church’s Tradition 

of over 2000 years. In fact, The Gospel of St. Matthew which we have reflected on this past 

liturgical year, focuses on exactly the same themes. For St. Matthew, the Kingdom of God is 

revealed first and foremost in the Lord Jesus and his healings.  

Following his baptism in the River Jordan, Jesus begins to proclaim the Kingdom of God. 

But crowds gather around him only when he begins to heal the sick. The gospel speaks of 

numerous times when word gets out that Jesus has entered a village, they soon bring all the 

sick and injured to him for healing and consolation. Only then do they discover more of the 

Kingdom of God breaking into the world and into their lives. 

This in no way suggests that “healing” was some kind of ploy drawing people in like a 

“bait and switch” advertisement of at a mall clothing store. Rather, the healings themselves 

were signs of The Kingdom breaking into the world. They were signs of God’s love and power 

released among the poor, sick, and marginalized. They were signs of God’s favor to the lowly 

and forgotten.  



Great periods of renewal in church history often began with the founding of new 

religious orders created first and foremost to provide the corporal and spiritual works of 

mercy. In the 13th Century, St. Francis of Assisi and St. Dominic formed new religious orders 

founded on poverty and service of God’s word. These orders emerged at a time with church 

leadership better known for decadence, corruption, and ambition. From “the ground up” 

(using Pope Francis’ imagery), they helped rebuild and renew the church. 

Following The French Revolution, there were more new religious orders in France in the 

19th Century then in all other countries combined. These new consecrated religious 

communities (along with the apparitions of the Blessed Mother in Lourdes and great saints 

such as St. Jean Vianney) renewed Catholic life devastated by revolutionary forces. They 

rebuilt the church (again using the Holy Father’s words) “from the ground up”.  

 This homily clearly understands that in many ways, any discussion of the works of mercy 

is in a real way a “preaching to the choir” regarding this cluster of parishes. Since arriving here 

almost a year and a half ago, I have been in awe of the number of and variety of different 

ministries and outreach both to those in our parish communities, but especially those in the 

wider society both churched and unchurched.  

 At great risk of overlooking many, let me acknowledge at least a few. First of all, each 

parish has a local council of the Knights of Columbus. Each K of C council conducts great 

charitable works in their particular parish. Concern for the least among us are at the center of 

Knights agenda items and constant work.  

Anywhere from 30-40 parishioners volunteer their time ministering at the Maine 

Correctional Center in Windham. They lead prayer services and Bible discussions. They offer 

kindness and compassion to many who have never heard those terms let alone experience it 

in their lives.  The “Help Your Neighbor” fund at St. Anthony’s, the ecumenical food pantry in 

Gorham, and the holiday food baskets and Christmas gifts in all three parishes bring the 

human touch and material blessings to those living in poverty.  

Again, all three parishes enthusiastically are giving great support to the Family Promise 

program begun at St. Anthony’s Parish, providing temporary housing for the homeless.  

Accompanying all this are other parish commissions and organizations and of course, the 

hundreds of merciful works so many of you do in your own families and homes.  

But these charitable works do not need to become ends in of themselves. Rather, these 

works should begin to raise questions among those participating in them.  



For those served by the church through local parishes, missionaries or other pastoral 

workers, many questions arise. Perhaps some of those questions include “Who are these 

people who traveled so far to take care of us?” “What motivated them to give up so much to 

provide for us?” “Why does the God they speak of care about me?” “What kind of God are 

they talking about?” “How do I come to know more about this God?” 

But for us sent to serve among the poor, another set of questions needs to arise. “Why 

are these people hungry when food for most is abundant?” What keeps them poor in spite of 

the fact they work hard sometimes with two or more jobs?” “Why does one injury or sickness 

result in bankruptcy or homelessness?” “Why are some of these people held in such contempt 

and experience such rejection?” 

From these and many other questions, our charitable works begins to translate into a 

language for justice. Our hands of charity need our voices of advocacy. Our hearts of 

compassion unite with a wisdom of discernment and action. For those being served, we can 

hope and pray the merciful works lead them to faith. For those serving, we can hope and pray 

the merciful works lead us to justice. Please be assured, this movement from charity to justice 

will bring scorn and anger from many in the wider communities. In fact, it is liable to bring 

scorn and anger from with the Catholic community itself. 

“When we feed the poor, people call us good Catholics,” said Dorothy Day, co-founder 

of The Catholic Worker Movement. “But when we ask, ‘why are they poor?’, we are called 

communists.” She was called worse by southern newspapers in the 1940’s when she went 

promoting unions for sharecroppers. Some names were so vile; they should never be 

mentioned from any pulpit. But Dorothy Day remained determined to follow through on the 

questions raised within her. “Racial slurs and the word ‘commie’,” Dorothy said, “‘are swear 

words that come out of the mouths of frightened, confused, enraged, and vulnerable people.” 

(Dorothy Day: The World will be Saved by Beauty, p. 252) 

“At the beginning of the New Millennium, the poverty of billions of men and women is 

the one issue that most challenges our human and Christian consciences”. Pope St. John Paul II 

as quoted in Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, #449. Peter Maurin, the other 

co-founder of The Catholic Worker Movement put it all succinctly, “What we do for the poor 

for the sake of Christ is what we carry with us when we die.” 


