
Fr. Mike’s Response to Comments Regarding “The Rule of Law” in the series on Immigration. 
 
Many people commented on the seven-week series on immigration in the cluster parish bulletin. Most were 
pleased the series was balanced and presented the complexities involving how to legislate regarding those 
already in our nation without documentation. Some expressed their appreciation for the balance but noted the 
exception in the last installment regarding Josefina an undocumented Mexican citizen living in New Mexico. 
When she was deported, her children were removed by the state and placed in foster care. I wrote “Josefina 
and Clara’s only ‘crime’ was coming to the United States without permission.” Some expressed criticism for 
minimizing their breaking the law and entering the country illegally. One or two wondered if I had any 
consideration for the “rule of law”. Below is the response I wrote to those expressing that concern. 
 
As a citizen, I understand the position of maintaining the “rule of law” regarding immigrants entering without 
documentation. In addition to understanding the position, I also have great respect for that position as well 
and agreement. Believe it or not, I hold the “rule of law” as critically important to any society to maintain a 
sense of respect and integrity for their laws. 
 
If the “rule of law” determines that people here without documents are ultimately deported, so be it! If the 
“rule of law” determines that people here without documents can be eligible for amnesty or some other legal 
dispensation, so be it! Those and similar issues are resolved in our democracy through representative 
government. As citizens we uphold the integrity of elections and the processes of legislation becoming law. 
 
The “rule of law” position regarding undocumented immigrants does not concern me at all. What concerns me 
greatly however, is the often great animosity that accompanies many (certainly not all) who hold the “rule of 
law” position. The depth of hostility and anger held towards those who have entered our country 
undocumented is disturbing and lacks any sense of balance or rationality. 
 
Please remember Catholicism’s genius is holding seemingly contradictions in creative balance. Catholicism is 
“both/and” rather than “either/or”. For example, it is “divine and human”, “faith and works”, “Scripture and 
Sacraments”, “faith and reason”, “spiritual and material” etc.). This can also be applied to many of the divisive 
secular issues facing our nation and world. 
 
Does it have to be “rule of law” or “compassion” regarding undocumented workers? Why not “rule of law and 
compassion”? Our faith gives us opportunities for creative balance. When Jesus tells us in The Sermon on the 
Mount, “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy”, these are not “feel good words” spoken by 
some naïve do-gooder. Rather they are a foundation for the renewal of the human person and all human 
society. 
 
As people of faith, we can still treat people with compassion, dignity and respect while they are here. They can 
be recognized for wanting only what everyone else wants in life and are willing to work hard to secure it. Such 
balance need not weaken “rule of law”. On the contrary our faith makes claims that such a balance is not only 
possible but essential. The exaggerated hostility among many in our nation, while on the side of “rule of law” 
diminishes the humanity of our country. Those upholding “rule of law” with compassion serve to build 
communities where mutual care and respect are bonds of love and justice. 
 
The vast majority of undocumented immigrants came here to provide for their families. They are family 
people and hard workers. They left their families to find adequate work and were willing to risk death crossing 
deserts with con artists promising them means of getting into the United States. How can such hard working 
people strongly committed to their families engender such hostility and animus? Those are values we as 
Americans hold as sacred. Certainly we as Catholics see the sacredness of these values. 



We have seen corporations violate laws resulting in the deaths of innocence yet no one ever went to prison. 
No one went to prison for the financial meltdown of 2008, yet the “fix” was catastrophic for millions.  
 
So, yes, as stated in my column “Josefina and Clara’s only ‘crime’ was coming to the United States without 
permission. They came to work hard and provide a better life for their children. By all accounts, they were 
good mothers. Their ongoing terrifying ordeal should sear the conscience of our nation.” I chose my words 
carefully, stand by them, and make no apologies. They paid dearly for crossing the border without permission, 
more than any human being should have to suffer for such a “crime”. 
 
What would those holding such contempt and anger do if in their shoes? If they could not provide even the 
mere basics for their families, watched them starve on a regular basis, and knew there were jobs across the 
next border, what would they do? Would they decide not to cross the border and respect the laws of that 
nation, or would they try to cross to provide for their family?  
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Fr Mike Seavey 
 
 


