
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Gospel of St. Luke 20: 27-38 

St. Gregory Nazianzen, “What is this new mystery surrounding me? I am both small and great, both 

lowly and exalted, mortal and immortal, earthly and heavenly. I am to be buried with Christ and to rise with 

him, to be a coheir with him, a son of God, and indeed God himself. 

“This is what the great mystery means for us; this is why God became human and became poor for our 

sake: to raise up our flesh, to recover the divine image, to re-create humanity, so that all of us might become 

one in Christ who perfectly became in us everything that he is himself.” 

St. Gregory’s teachings sounds like a pretty tall order. Not only are we already sharing what is exalted, 

immortal and heavenly within this small, lowly, mortal and earthly human frame; but our destiny is even 

greater. Beyond death, we can expect only the exalted and immortal to continue and even that is not enough. 

God desires even more to give us.  

We will also be a coheir with Christ to all things in heaven, and we will also fully a child of God, and 

beyond that we will become all that God is. Yes, we become completely divinized. All that God is will become 

all within us so that as St. Paul writes, “God will be all in all.” 

If we find this beyond our ability to imagine, in some respects we have good company. The Sadducees 

in the Gospel cannot even begin to imagine this, let alone believe it. With their inability to believe, they are 

stuck with solutions resembling the Alcoholics Anonymous definition of insanity, “Insanity is doing the same 

thing over and over again and expecting different results.” 

But we are called to believe it even if it is beyond our ability to completely imagine it. Perhaps one 

obstacle to our belief is the language we use to accompany Resurrection.  

We might at times say something like, “In the Resurrection, Jesus came back from the dead.” If we 

aren’t careful, we equate Jesus’ resurrection with those he raised from the dead, such as Jairus’ daughter, the 

widow’s son and Lazarus. But those Jesus raised were not “resurrected,” they were “resuscitated.” In raising 

people from death, Jesus manifested his power over death, and his desire to bring all beyond death. But they 

came back to the life they lived before and therefore had to experience death again.  

In Resurrection, Jesus did not so much “come back from the dead” as he “went forward into new life.” 

In Resurrection, Jesus did not take our humanity back to something it already knew. Rather, he took our 

humanity to a place where it had never been before: divine glory. In Resurrection, our humanity bathed in 

divine glory, now lives beyond the power of death, beyond the power of sin, beyond the power of evil; and 

beyond the power of corruption, limitation, disability, or weakness.  

Divine glory experiences all that God experiences and all that God is. We are destined to that divine 

glory in the Risen Lord. The more we follow Christ, the more we love Christ and the more we live a Christ-like 

life, the more divine glory already becomes a part of our life here and now. Knowing Christ, loving Christ, and 

following Christ in this life takes us back to St. Gregory’s words, “I am both small and great, both lowly and 

exalted, mortal and immortal, earthly and heavenly.” What is eternal already lives within what is finite. What 

is perfect lives within what is still imperfect.  What is completely holy lives within what is still on a journey to 

perfection of holiness. 



Recognizing this should help us to see the world around us with entirely new eyes and new sight. We 

look at our life, our society, and our world through the eyes of the Risen Lord Jesus Christ. This reality needs to 

greatly expand our imagination to resolving age old problems.  

Pope Francis taught in his Apostolic Exhortation The Joy of the Gospel, “(Christ) is forever young and a 

constant source of newness…With this newness he is always able to renew our lives and our communities…it 

will never grow old. Jesus can also break through the dull categories with which we would enclose him and he 

constantly amazes us by his divine creativity. Whenever we make the effort to return to the source and to 

recover the original freshness of the Gospel, new avenues arise, new paths of creativity open up, with 

different forms of expression, more eloquent signs and words with new meaning for today’s world.”  

Looking at seemingly intractable issues such as world terrorism, our nation’s deep political wounds, the 

continual destruction of environmental systems, growing income inequality, drug addictions, and growing 

sense of hopelessness; the truth of Resurrection will help us to “break through the dull categories” that always 

lead us back to insanity and doing the same thing over and over again while expecting different results.  

Opening our hearts and minds through prayer, education, and open discussions with heartfelt listening 

can lead us to new and creative possibilities. Developing communities based on human dignity, justice, and 

mutual respect creates true freedom and true peace. Governments cannot build community, only people can, 

and Christian communities have the best tools for building communities where everyone is welcomed, 

everyone is cared for, everyone’s gifts are called to flourish, and everyone is safe. As our national election 

mercifully comes to a close, we can use these truths to begin the healing our nation so desperately needs. 

Jesus reminds the Sadducees about Moses’ encounter with God in the burning bush. God was 

unleashing a new and creative path to rescue his people chained in slavery. This is true because God “is not a 

God of the dead but of the living; for to God all are alive.” 

 


