
Twenty Eight Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Hebrews 4:14-16 

Gospel of St Mark 10:35-45 

 

Many are aware that during Pope Francis’ visit to The United States, I was Senator Angus 

King’s guest to join him at The White House reception for the Holy Father and also sat in the House 

gallery for the Pope’s address to The Joint Session of Congress. I have known Angus since I was 18 

years old. At that age, I was in my freshman year at what is now the University of Southern Maine 

studying for a degree in Political Science, preparing for a career in public policy and government 

administration.  

During my two days in Washington DC, Senator King also invited me to sit in on his staff 

meetings with various discussions on both domestic and foreign policy. I must admit that sitting in 

on those meetings stirred the juices of earlier desires to enter that career and again realized how 

much I would have loved that type of work. 

I share this story because I relate to the man who approaches Jesus and kneels before him. 

Following graduate school in Minnesota and receiving a Masters’ Degree in Public Policy, I began to 

wrestle with the felt call to priesthood. After completing six years of study and hoping to return to 

Maine, and eventually hoping to marry and raise a family, I was convinced that God had dialed the 

wrong number.  

After all, my dreams and desires were all good and honorable, so why consider a different 

course? But the phone did not stop ringing, and eventually I stopped resisting and responded. 

Perhaps it was as though God was speaking to my heart, “Michael, I know your dreams and desires 

and they are indeed good. But you are invited to share my dreams and desires as an ordained 

priest.” 

Approaching 30 years of ordination (my diaconate ordination took place here at the 

Cathedral in December 1985), I am incredibly grateful God did not hang up the phone. The past 

three decades have been amazing and filled with countless blessings. The Lord has called me and 

people have welcomed me into their lives from moments of incredible joy to horribly tragic and every 

shade of life’s experience in between. Those personal encounters with God’s People were also 

personal encounters with Christ and this deepened my friendship with God.  

The young man in the gospel wrestles with an inner turmoil as well. Jesus wants to begin a 

journey, but this man kneels in front of him, thus prohibiting Jesus from walking further. It’s as 

though he says to Jesus, “You are not going anywhere until you settle this inner disturbance.” He 

too can only be described as a righteous young man. He cares about God, keeps the 

commandments and takes his Jewish religious practices seriously. But now he realizes, something 

is missing, and this something involves his life’s very purpose and the gift of eternal life.  

Using the powerful imagery from The Letter to the Hebrews, the young man experiences 

the word of God penetrating his life, separating joints and marrow and laying his heart naked before 

God.  

The young man differs from all others in Mark’s Gospel. When the fishermen receive a direct 

invitation from Jesus, they immediately abandoned their profession and family to follow him. This 

man also receives a direct invitation and decides to let it pass him by. 

Another difference, St. Mark describes Jesus as “looking at him, loved him”. Although we 

know Jesus’ love for everyone in St. Mark’s Gospel through his teachings, miracles, and especially 

his death on the cross, only here is there a particular direct mention of The Lord’s love for one, 

singular person.  



He initially blocks Jesus from his journey, but declines to follow him. He leaves “sad, for he 

had many possessions”.  He wants Jesus to settle his inner turmoil but dislikes the remedy. 

There need be no sadness on our part for the young man’s decision to walk away. We might 

think this is the end of the story because we don’t hear about him again in the gospel. But this 

might rather be only the beginning of the story and certainly not the end. From personal experience, 

please know this is not the last time that young man will have to decide. This is but the Holy 

Spirit’s first passing through his heart. 

Going away “sad” is infinitely more hopeful than going away “indifferent” or “unmoved” by 

Jesus’ invitation. That young man not only has to wrestle with The Lord’s invitation to follow. More 

powerfully, he also has to wrestle with the Lord looking at him with love.  

That look of divine love (like God’s word) penetrates to the heart and remains a burden until 

he let’s go and follows The Lord on the journey of life. You can take my word for it. That is what 

happened to me. 

We can remain at the level of choosing “good” and doing “good” and that in and of itself of 

course is not bad.  But we are all called to the deeper level of realizing The Lord’s love for us and 

falling in love with The Lord. That is the word of God penetrating to the deepest levels of our soul 

and laying our heart bare and naked before God.  

I thought God had dialed the wrong number, but God was calling me all along. And God has 

every one of your phone numbers as well. Everyone’s life has a purpose and meaning within the call 

of God to serve the gospel. And it all begins and ends with love. 

While Jesus cautions the rich for having the most difficult time entering the Kingdom of God, 

“riches and wealth” must be understood in their broadest context. Wealth may be material and 

financial possessions. “Riches and wealth” involves our many desires and dreams. It may be the 

desired career, the natural desire for marriage and children. It could be a certain lifestyle, certain 

attitudes, a refusal to see life more broadly. The Lord’s call to follow requires a spirituality of 

detachment, a willingness to dispossess of whatever keeps us from faithfully becoming a disciple.  

Much in our culture blocks the word of God from penetrating to deeper levels. Our lives are 

so busy and hectic, we are often unable to listen to God’s call. Media with rapid and continual scene 

changes overwhelms the brain with short-lived and momentary experiences of life, offering no 

assistance to reflect more deeply on the situation before us. We want instant and easy answers to 

complex issues, often with no further expense or sacrifice on our part. This helps create the great 

divide in our nation of ideologies on both sides of the political spectrum offering us the easy way 

out.  

We have so much before us serving as both stimulation and distraction that we have less 

time to seek out beyond our own self. We may not deny the reality of transcendence, but our 

constant stimulation by rapid technological changes denies us opportunities for recognizing the 

spiritual side of life. The needed communion of spiritual with material is overlooked and we suffer 

because of it. 

We are encouraged to seek personal fame, prestige, and affluence. These again are not in and 

of themselves bad. But when they are the primary goal of life, we move more and more away from 

the purpose of our being born and remaining alive. The word of God must then penetrate through 

levels of rigor mortis before finding true life within us. 

All this brings an inner turmoil and questioning if one’s life has meaning. The inner turmoil 

will remain unsettled until the call is heard and the call is answered. Taking God’s dreams might 

mean continuing to do exactly what you are already doing, but discovering a deeper meaning and 



purpose. Or embracing God’s dreams might mean taking an entirely different course of life. You 

won’t know until you decide to pick up the phone and answer. 

Soren Kierkegaard was a 19th Century Protestant theologian and philosopher. He once said, 

“It is well known that Christ consistently used the expression ‘follower’…It is not adherents of a 

teaching, but followers of a life Christ is looking for…A follower strives to be what he admires. An 

admirer, however…fails to see that what he admires makes a claim on him...”  

“The difference between an admirer and a follower still remains...The admirer never makes 

any true sacrifices. He always plays it safe. Though in words, phrases and songs, he is 

inexhaustible about how highly he prizes Christ, he renounces nothing, gives up nothing, will not 

reconstruct his life, will not be what he admires and will not let his life express what it is he 

supposedly admires. Not so for the follower. No, no. the follower aspires with all his strength with 

all his will to be what he admires.” Give Us This Day, March 2014, pp 350-351. 

Pope Francis to youth, “Jesus challenges us, young friends, to take seriously his approach to 

life and to decide which path is right for us and leads to true joy. This is the great challenge of faith. 

Jesus was not afraid to ask his disciples if they truly wanted to follow him or if they preferred to 

take another path. Simon Peter had the courage to reply: ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 

words of eternal life’. If you too are able to say ‘yes’ to Jesus, your lives will become both meaningful 

and fruitful.” 

 


