
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The Gospel of St. Matthew 21: 33-43 

Respect Life Sunday: God’s Vineyard of Life 

 In many ancient pagan cultures, any newborn infant was placed at the feet of the father of the 

household. If the father decided to accept the baby, he lifted the child into his arms. If the father rejected the 

baby, he simply got up from his chair and left the baby to die unattended. This practice was common in pagan 

cultures. Why did it cease? Christian missionaries proclaiming the gospel transformed entire cultures, making 

this practice forbidden and ultimately extinct.  

 For the third week in a row, the Sunday gospel presents one of the Lord’s parables regarding our work 

in the vineyard. This parable presents a transition. Formerly, the vineyard symbolized Israel’s identity as the 

Chosen People. Now, the vineyard extends that identity potentially to all the gentiles in the new creation of 

the Church.  

Responsibility for the vineyard’s produce now also rests on all gathered into the Church. The danger 

presented in the parable comes from forgetting the vineyard belongs to God, and we are but stewards. The 

workers in the parable have rebelled against the owner and have taken over the vineyard. They compound 

their sin with violence against the owner’s representatives. The result is a cycle of violence and chaos within 

the vineyard.  

Fathers in pagan societies did not merely exercise stewardship of life. They actually decided who lived 

and who died. That authority belongs to God alone. How would we describe our society today? Have we taken 

authority meant only for God; the authority deciding who lives and who dies? Do issues of abortion, 

euthanasia and other issues represent a usurpation of authority which belongs only to God? 

This is also “Respect Life Sunday”, an opportunity to discuss the Church’s work defending all human life 

from womb to tomb, and all creation as well. The Lord’s vineyard is “life”, all life, all creation. The focal point 

of this life obviously is “human life” and this begins with life in the womb through the last breath we breathe. 

As stewards, we are responsible to God for the harvest of all life and for the will of God to be made known in 

the vineyard of life. As stewards, God has given us the necessary gifts and authority to care for the vineyard 

and produce the harvest. But the vineyard and harvest belong to God, and we are bound to remember that.  

Surveys of women seeking abortion reveal significant percentages choosing abortion because of 

poverty, lack of support, or opposition from boyfriend or other family members. Seventy-five percent of all 

such women are poor or low income. Creating support systems and needed care for these pregnant women 

go a long way toward impacting the numbers of abortions in our nation. https://www.guttmacher.org/fact-

sheet/induced-abortion-united-states 

Rates of abortions have dropped significantly over the past decades. These systems of support and 

care must have had some impact in those lower abortion rates. This is a great part of what a “culture of life” 

looks like. We need to continually strengthen a “culture of life” that welcomes, supports, provides, and 

encompasses with care.  

This provides another opportunity to express thanks to the Knights of Columbus committing resources 

to both education and support. Councils of Knights in our parishes help raise funds for pregnancy centers. 

These centers provide medical support and personal care for women with troubled pregnancies. Knowing they 

are not alone and are supported by folks goes a long way toward a decision to continue the pregnancy to 

birth. These help create a “culture of life”.  

https://www.guttmacher.org/fact-sheet/induced-abortion-united-states
https://www.guttmacher.org/fact-sheet/induced-abortion-united-states


Because of these efforts, and the efforts of other organizations, more young people are coming to 

understand the dignity of life in the womb and the care and support needed for women with troubled or 

unplanned pregnancies. As Church, we are decidedly “pro-life” and not merely “pro-birth”. Once a child is 

born; once a mother has given birth to a child, then all society is responsible to assure every child has the 

ability to access the common good for the flourishing of their humanity.  

Vice-President Mike Pence spoke before the 2017 March for Life in Washington DC. It was the first 

time either the President or Vice-President had ever addressed the March for Like in its 40+ year history. With 

poignant and inspiring words, Vice-President Pence said, “But as it is written, ‘let your gentleness be evident 

to all.’ Let this movement be known for love, not anger – for compassion, not confrontation. When it comes to 

matters of the heart, there’s nothing stronger than gentleness.  

“I believe we will continue to win the hearts and the minds of the rising generation if our hearts first 

break for young mothers and their unborn children and we do all we can to meet them where they are, with 

generosity, not judgment. To heal our land and restore a culture of life we must continue to be a movement 

that embraces all and cares for all out of respect for the dignity and worth of every person.”  

In addition to the issues surrounding abortion, we also have a great responsibility for the issues 

surrounding environmental destruction. These are not some “feel good” diversions” keeping us from more 

contentious issues. They are also the core of what “pro-life” means. If we are not paying attention to the 

gradual corruption of ecological systems, we are choosing to leave the next few generations with deteriorating 

abilities to stabilize community life. 

 This “vineyard of life” must also include our stewardship of creation, our environment, the ground we 

move about, the water we drink, the air we breathe, and the soil essential for growing our food. Our young 

people are also growing ever more concerned about these patterns of destruction and the impact this will 

have on their families, and the families their children will have. They are looking to us for more leadership and 

more commitment to all efforts to curb these destructive forces and to secure a “culture of life” that 

understands the deep connection we have to ecological systems.  

Smoke stack emissions affects the air people breathe down wind, and also destabilizes zones of 

atmospheric protections. Sewerage dumped into oceans eventually flow in ocean streams destroying fishing 

grounds supporting entire towns and villages. It is all connected. If we cannot guarantee the right to be born, 

all other rights simply become pointless. By the same token, if planet earth declines in its ability to sustain and 

foster life, protecting life in the womb will become less important.  

We can debate from now until doomsday if the ecological crisis is created and aggravated by human 

activity. But we cannot deny there is an ecological crisis without denying our responsibility to be stewards of 

all God has given us. There are choices to be made at the local, national, and international levels that can 

address these issues. Our young people want to know if we have the courage to do so.  

“Yet no less troubling are the threats arising from the neglect – if not downright misuse – of the earth 

and the natural goods that God has given us. For this reason, it is imperative that mankind renew and 

strengthen that covenant between human beings and the environment, which should mirror the creative love 

of God, from whom we come and towards whom we are journeying…Sad to say, it is all too evident that large 

numbers of people in different countries and areas of our planet are experiencing increased hardship because 

of the negligence or refusal of many others to exercise responsible stewardship over the environment.” Pope 

Benedict XVI “World Day of Peace Message: 2010” 



“Doomsday predictions can no longer be met with irony or disdain. We may well be leaving to coming 

generations debris, desolation and filth. The pace of consumption, waste and environmental change has so 

stretched the planet’s capacity that our contemporary lifestyle, unsustainable as it is, can only precipitate 

catastrophes, such as those which even now periodically occur in different areas of the world. The effects of 

the present imbalance can only be reduced by our decisive action, here and now. We need to reflect on our 

accountability before those who will have to endure the dire consequences.” (Pope Francis Laudato Si, 161) 


