
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Cycle C 

Gospel of St. Luke: Chapter 16: 1-13 

Throughout the gospels, Jesus uses parables to reveal the Kingdom of God in daily life. He 

only uses those events of daily life people would be familiar with. His parables are about a 

fisherman casting a net, a woman baking bread, a shepherd looking for the lost sheep, the woman 

looking for a lost coin, the farmer casting seed on to the soil, invitations extended to a royal wedding 

banquet, or a grower hiring workers for his fields. 

In this parable, Jesus utilizes another daily occurrence, the reality of sin. This manager 

responsible for his employers’ finances commits the sins of dishonesty, theft, embezzlement, and 

cheating. Jesus is not commending his dishonesty or his deceptiveness. But Jesus is commending 

his cleverness and wonders if his disciples can become clever in difficult situations but without 

becoming dishonest or deceptive. 

There have probably been any number of news stories we have read or watched of a 

spectacular theft of valuables that initially baffled all investigators. Our reaction may not be glad 

the theft occurred, but did at least admire the thieves’ ability to pull it off and at least initially not 

get caught. We probably also wondered what might happen if these thieves used their intellect and 

skills for the building up of the human community and contributing to the common good.  

The dishonest manager in the parable has great skills and abilities and uses them to assure 

his own survival in the face of being discovered as a thief. He is determined to make sure he is going 

to be OK against all odds. Perhaps this is also true of our relationship with God. Putting the 

dishonesty aside, might God be impressed with how we utilize our intellectual, physical, emotional, 

and spiritual resourcefulness to the cause of doing the work of the Gospel?  After all, all of these 

human capacities each of us has are gifts from God and God might be interested in how we are 

using them. 

Here is the three step process the dishonest manager utilizes to secure his well-being. 

The manager faces his dilemma realistically and not with denial. We have heard the 

saying that “Denial is not just a river in Egypt!” We can all be in very difficult dilemmas and 

predicaments of our own choosing or because someone else has cheated us or betrayed trust. We 

can look at the consequences of those actions and still deny there is a problem. The manager 

understands completely that his employer has been informed of his actions and knows he is in deep 

trouble. 

The manager examines the options before him. If he is fired, he will soon be starving and 

the only work he will be trusted with are digging ditches. He is too physically weak for that and he 

is too proud to beg. He figures denying the accusations probably won’t work either. 

The manager chooses an option and takes action. So he calls in all his employer’s debtors 

and reducing their debt probably by giving up his commission which is a significant portion of the 

debt due his employer. He hopes this will place him in good stead with these debtors if he needs 

their assistance during his unemployment.  

We need to be decisive and resolute in our faith. All people of good will and seeking 

righteousness can use the same decision making process utilized by the dishonest manager. Here 

are three examples: one from family life; one from church life; and one from the life of the world 

around us. In all of these, God is always present to us, waiting to guide us to just and moral actions 

based on the truths of the gospel.  

Family Life: Addictions are the scourge of families these days. Substance abuse, especially 

alcohol, heroin or other opiates are devastating families, leaving broken lives, broken hearts and 

broken pieces of human lives to try to heal and repair. This is joined by addictions involving 



computers and the internet. Many are addicted to internet pornography and others to social media 

like Facebook. These folks spend hours on the internet often daily and the time on the computers 

only increases to the detriment of all other responsibilities.  

Addictions are often the elephant in the living room that no one sees let alone takes any 

action regarding it. Often the addicted person is the last to admit reality, but those living with the 

addicted person are also affected by the diseases of addiction.  

Everyone needs to face the reality and cease the denial. Sometimes only one person is the 

first to step out of denial and it could take a long time for someone else to join him or her. 

Professional counselors or 12 Step groups with experience in these patterns of addiction are at 

times the best way to begin. But at any rate, like the manager: face reality; review your options; 

take appropriate and moral action.  

Church Life: Continual shortages of ordained priests. We are in a crisis situation in our 

diocese and further reductions of ordained priests will continue into the future. We have only a 

handful of priest under the age of 50. Fr. Lou and I are both 62 years old. What is going to happen 

to existing parish schedules and liturgies is anyone’s guess. 

There are many options to this crisis: We can panic. That is pretty commonly used option. 

We can get angry and leave the Catholic Church. Some will do that as time goes on. Or we can be 

faithfully determined to face whatever comes our way, recognize the Holy Spirit’s presence in the 

Church at all times, and recognize the particular gifts God has given each of us for service. Like the 

manager: face reality; review your options and take appropriate moral action. 

Life of the World: Global Warming. In his encyclical “Our Common Home” issued by Pope 

Francis over a year ago, the Holy Father determined that we are experiencing global warming, this 

is caused by human activity and is especially aggravated by our unhealthy reliance on fossil fuels. 

Pope Francis has also warned that if drastic and significant changes do not occur in a very short 

period of time, the effects on all nations and all people living everywhere will be catastrophic.  

If he is correct, this is the most significant moral issue facing our nation and the community 

of nations. If our environmental systems collapse and rage against us, no other moral issue will 

matter.  

Pope Francis in Laudato Si, “I urgently appeal, then, for a new dialogue about how we are 

shaping the future of our planet. We need a conversation which includes everyone, since the 

environmental challenge we are undergoing, and its human roots, concern and affect us all. The 

worldwide ecological movement has already made considerable progress and led to the 

establishment of numerous organizations committed to raising awareness of these challenges. 

Regrettably, many efforts to seek concrete solutions to the environmental crisis have proved 

ineffective, not only because of powerful opposition but also because of a more general lack of 

interest. Obstructionist attitudes, even on the part of believers, can range from denial of the 

problem to indifference, nonchalant resignation or blind confidence in technical solutions. We 

require a new and universal solidarity.” 

In all these situations and many more, we have no reason to consider ourselves hopeless or 

helpless. We have no reason to curl up and die. We have every reason to stand up and live. This 

requires moral authority and taking the high ground with a broad moral vision. It requires that we 

“face reality, examine the options and take action.” 

 


