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As Catholics, we hold the absolute necessity of conversion of heart and mind as 
a prerequisite of eternal salvation. No one can read another’s heart and soul but that 
person and God. We cannot judge another, but each of us must take inventory of our 
own conscience and heart. 
 

Purification or “purgation” is what happens to us when we repent or undergo 
conversion. Our hearts become more loving, and our lives become more open to all 
that is of God as we let go of all that keeps us from loving God completely.  

 
This purification is a life long process and, for most of us, will probably not be 

completed at the moment of death. Therefore, our purification continues beyond the 
grave until we have been completely transformed into the very life of the Risen Lord 
Jesus Christ and fully share the glory of his Resurrection. 

 
We have often referred to these final stages as “purgatory”. “Purgatory” is less a 

place, and more a process of purification or purgation. While the Church has always 
held, and still holds this belief, popular piety and imagery have often distorted the 
meaning of purgatory.  

 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church refers to purgatory in several places 

particularly #1030-1032. Those who die in “God’s grace and friendship but still 
imperfect are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo 
purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven.” 
(#1030). 

 
Please note these deceased being purified are assured of salvation. The 

Catechism states they are already God’s friends. God already has judged them to join 
the saints for eternal life. 

 
Also, this is a purification, and not a punishment that is vengeful or cruel. We 

must be careful about using words like “abandoned souls” or “forgotten souls”. God 
never forgets or abandons anyone, especially those in stages of purification. God is the 
motivator for their final purification. After all, they are God’s friends. 

 


