
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Cycle C 

The Gospel of St. Luke 18: 1-8 

The Prayer of the Persistent Widow 

I am often asked about my vocation. “How did I know God was calling me to be a priest?” The journey 

is amazingly complex and always a mystery. However, there is one story of my journey directly connected to 

St. Peter’s Parish in Portland, the parish of my childhood.  

I drifted from the Catholic Church during from my years in junior high school through college. Following 

college graduation and before moving to Minnesota for graduate studies, I experienced a dramatic spiritual 

awakening and renewal. This renewal began while visiting relatives out west following college graduation. The 

husband was then a fundamentalist preacher and one evening gave the talk regarding whether or not I was 

saved.  He spoke critically of the Catholic Church and I found myself defending something I had left years ago. 

The conversation was friendly and respectful but we remained rooted in our own particular views.  

Returning home, I began to reflect on that experience. I was surprised that I defended the Catholic 

Church but not surprised with suggestions that God was missing in my life. What should I do about that? For 

years, every night before going to bed, I said prayers “just in case.” One night instead of “saying prayers,” I 

“prayed;” and the difference between “saying prayers” and “praying,” and what happened to me that night 

opened a relationship with The Living God, filling my life with desire and hunger for more. 

Having been away from the Catholic Church for many years, I for some reason did not believe it 

possible to return and so considered joining another Christian church. Before attending service in another 

church, it occurred to me to at least sit through one more Mass beforehand.  I came back to St. Peter’s Church 

in Portland and sat in the back pew and simply listened as I wasn’t comfortable even being there, let alone 

joining in the prayers. 

But during the Prayers of the Faithful, the lector read a prayer with words like these, “That all those 

distant from the Church and desiring the Sacraments may seek reconciliation, we pray to the Lord.” And all the 

people at that Mass responded “Lord, hear our prayer.”  

The prayer and response struck deep within me, and I thought to myself, “These people have been 

praying for me all this time and I dare question if I can or should return to Catholicism?” Because of one prayer 

offered in the church of my baptism and youth at one Mass, I reconciled with the Catholic Church. And that 

was just the beginning. From there the journey to priesthood began.  

 Having recently finished an assignment that included St. Peter’s Parish, it can be said that one prayer 

also moved me from the back pew to the presider’s chair. My prayer and the church’s prayer lead me back to 

the Sacraments. I prayed and the church prayed. Both were needed to open the doors to reconciliation. We 

need those times to pray alone before God and to find peace with God. We need those times to pray with the 

Church, particularly at Eucharist. Here the Lord’s Passion and Resurrection shapes us into a community, a holy 

communion. It is not “either/or” but always “both/and.” 

The widow in the gospel represents how prayer changes us. Widows were a category of the poor the 

Israelites were bound to protect and provide for. Along with orphans and foreigners, the widows represented 

the powerless. The word “widow” means “one with no voice.” But this widow breaks that mold and finds her 

own voice to advocate for herself against an unjust judge. Her prayer builds a courage within her to fight for 

what she knows to be just and the perseverance to not give up.  



 Prayer is relational. The substance and purpose of prayer is always relational. Prayer opens our heart 

to encountering The Living God, drawing closer to God and letting God bring transformation to our entire life. 

There is nothing outside the purview of our friendship and love with God. God hungers for each one of us and 

all that we are more than we hunger for God. The more we come to realize the Lord’s passionate love for us, 

the more we are empowered to respond in kind with our love for God.  

Prayer is not an end in itself. It is not a matter of more prayers or saying the right prayers. It is a matter 

of spending time with the God who created us, desires to be in relationship with us and has provided for our 

eternal salvation. Prayer in its many shapes and forms provides the deepening awareness of God’s passionate 

love for us and calls for our love for God to grow deeper. 

Prayer changes us. Prayer doesn’t change God. Prayer doesn’t change God’s mind or convince God to 

act according to our wants and needs. Rather, prayer changes us and somehow changes other people. When 

we pray for our self and in intercession for others, we allow God to change us. God didn’t need convincing that 

I should be reconciled with the Church and become a priest. I needed convincing. Prayer needed to change 

me, not God.  

Prayer changes us by moving us beyond our self and into a life of loving service. We change by 

becoming more aware of the needs of people around us, the needs of people living in distant places, and the 

world’s need to be healed and reconciled. As we grow more in love with God, we grow into God’s awareness 

of the suffering and pain of those living near us and those living far distances from us.  

Pope Francis has used the image of breathing to help us understand this. “Breathing is made up of two 

stages: inhaling, the intake of air, and exhaling, the letting out of air. The spiritual life is fed, nourished, by 

prayer and is expressed outwardly through mission: inhaling and exhaling. When we inhale, by prayer, we 

receive the fresh air of the Holy Spirit.” 

The deeper our awareness of God’s love, the more aware we are of the ways God has gifted us to 

respond to the world around us. Thus, prayer not only draws us deeper in love with God, but prayer also 

opens us to greater love for all people and the world we share. 

Pope Benedict XVI wrote an Apostolic Exhortation entitled Verbum Domini following the Sacred Synod 

on Holy Scripture. “The word of God draws each of us into a conversation with the Lord: the God who speaks 

teaches us how to speak to him... We think too of the many other passages of sacred Scripture which express 

our turning to God in intercessory prayer, in exultant songs of victory or in sorrow at the difficulties 

experienced in carrying out our mission. In this way…our whole existence becomes a dialogue with the God 

who speaks and listens, who calls us and gives direction to our lives. Here the word of God reveals that our 

entire life is under the divine call.” 

This conversation Pope Benedict spoke of is both personal and communal. It is a personal conversation 

as God speaks to each of us in our particular experience of life. Each of us is unique in the way we experience 

God and respond to God. God speaks to us as we are and addresses the particular concerns of our life.  

In this conversation, we can speak honestly to God about our fears, doubts, concerns and challenges. 

We can express our gratitude for many blessings, our need for conversion and mercy, our joy regarding our 

faith and our burdens regarding our struggles. We know from faith, that God’s response will always be 

merciful, loving, consoling and challenging.  

But this conversation is also communal as God speaks to us with the same message shared within the 

privilege of the church’s faith. Our personal prayer joins the church throughout the world and the saints in 



heaven in a constant prayer worship and rejoicing. Prayer draws us deeper into the heart of the Church and 

there we encounter the heart of Christ. Praying with the Church bonds us together and lifts our hearts to God 

as one Body of Christ. 

Moving from “saying prayers” to “praying” may not move anyone else from the back pew to the 

presider’s chair. But allowing prayer to initiate a relationship with the Risen Christ based on mutual love and 

friendship will change our life from the inside out. And that is only the beginning.  

 

 


