
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time Cycle A 

                         Gospel of St. Matthew 18: 15-20 

Last week’s homily presented the teaching of the Lord’s paschal mystery, present on the altar for the 

Eucharist, as the manifestation of perfect love. We were reminded that the essence of sacrifice is not 

“destruction” but rather “transformation” (making sacred) of our entire self. Our call, gathering at the 

Eucharist, is more than worship and gratitude, essential as that may be. Our call to the Eucharist is a call to 

complete transformation.  

Joined to the Lord’s eternal sacrifice, the Eucharist needs to transform our heart into the Lord’s heart, 

a journey constantly perfecting our love. This week, I would like to continue that reflection focusing on the 

second reading from St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans and applying that reading to the reality of the Sacrament 

of Marriage.  

Pope Francis from Amoris Laetitia, “Their mutual belonging is a real representation, through the 

sacramental sign, of the same relationship between Christ and the Church. The married couple are therefore a 

permanent reminder for the Church of what took place on the cross; they are for one another and for their 

children witnesses of the salvation in which they share through the sacrament.”  

How is Christian marriage called to manifest the divine love pouring from the Lord’s paschal mystery? 

The foundation of Christian marriage as a sacrament begins with baptism. In Catholic Tradition, marriage is the 

only sacrament not ministered by an ordained priest or deacon. Rather, the couple minister the sacrament to 

each other by the exchange of their vows and union of their bodies in conjugal love.  

Only baptized people can minister sacraments, thus the sacrament of marriage rests on both spouses 

having been baptized. Baptism, already a life changing immersion into the Lord’s dying and rising, shapes the 

heart for the offering of one’s self as a gift of generous and sacrificial love in daily life.  

That is true for everyone baptized. For marriage, the baptized couple continually shape their hearts 

into an offering of self-giving to each other and for their family. This is one way Christian marriage is called to 

be a “permanent reminder for the Church of what took place on the cross.”  

Again Pope Francis, “Mutual self-giving in the sacrament of matrimony is grounded in the grace of 

baptism, which establishes the foundational covenant of every person with Christ in the Church. In accepting 

each other, and with Christ’s grace, the engaged couple promise each other total self-giving, faithfulness and 

openness to new life. The couple recognizes these elements as constitutive of marriage, gifts offered to them 

by God, and take seriously their mutual commitment, in God’s name and in the presence of the Church.” 

Unconditional Love and the Journey to Wholeness 

Like all calls to discipleship, married couples are called to manifest the perfection of Christ’s love, but 

at the same time realizing they do so always imperfectly. Just as the couple is called to grow in love with each 

other and this is a journey of faithful love, so the couple together is called to grow in love with the Lord Jesus 

Christ. This is also a journey of faithful love.  

Like all humanity, the couple recognizes their own gifts, virtues, and strengths they bring to a 

relationship; as well as their faults, weaknesses, and shortcomings. They see these in their own self, in each 

other, and together as a couple. They manifest the Lord’s cross and Resurrection with unconditional love; by 

affirming each other’s gifts and virtues with mutual praise and support. But they also manifest Christ’s love 



when strengthening each other’s weaknesses, challenging each other’s faults, and calling each other to 

conversion. 

When a spouse needs to confront or challenge the other spouse, there is a need to pattern that 

challenge on the virtues of dignity, hope and love. Love and confrontation are not mutually exclusive. Love 

and anger are not mutually exclusive.  

Love and anger can become destructive when they are separated.  Anger without love is often 

vengeful, controlling, humiliating, dominating, and therefore sinful. Anger disconnected from love is a major 

problem in our country. There is too much anger irrationally lashing out, seeking to punish, unconcerned with 

who gets hurt. Such anger is corrosive, divisive and sinful. This can also be found in the church, and in married 

life when anger is disconnected from love. 

Love without anger can enable destructive behaviors, inhibit growth and maturity, and becomes a 

burden to the one unable to express anger in healthy and wholesome ways. When we turn our anger inward, 

it becomes emotionally, spiritually, and physically harmful. 

This also manifests the love of Christ flowing from the cross, and poured out in the Eucharist. When 

couples learn the art of confrontation flowing from love, they become “a permanent reminder for the Church 

of what took place on the cross.” They model for the church, and all society, healthy ways of resolving 

tensions and conflicts leading to forgiveness and reconciliation.  

Marriage and Family Life as Generous and Sacrificial Service of Love 

 Parents need to form their children with the Good News of the Lord Jesus Christ. They do this by 

modeling this for them and teaching them the truths of our faith as a gift for the development of their entire 

humanity. On the extremes, some children are taught that “nothing is too good for them” or on the other 

extreme “they are good for nothing”. Both extremes are lies that can have no place in a Christian family. 

Children on those extremes are doomed if they continue believing those lies.  

 Children need to know they are indeed “good” and their goodness comes from the sense they are a gift 

to their family, a gift to the church, and a gift to the world around them. Formed to place their own humanity 

as a sacrificial offering to God, they become generous servants of the gospel. Their love for life and their love 

for God become witnesses to Christ’s own love pouring out through them. As their teachers, parents are “a 

permanent reminder for the Church of what took place on the cross” 

 Parents model this in their countless examples of simple and heroic sacrifices for each other, their 

families, and the world around them.  I often preach on marriage, but most often do so at funerals. There the 

deceased may have been married 45, 50, 55 or more years. If the remaining spouse is still living, or is now the 

one deceased, the stories of their married life so very often reveal the love of Christ pouring from the cross.  

Sons, daughters and grandchildren have countless stories of generous and sacrificial love in their 

parents’ and grandparents’ marriages. These stories, manifesting the love of Christ poured out on the cross 

and made present at the Eucharist, are lived out in Christian marriage. Pope Francis’ teaching that married 

couples are “a permanent reminder for the Church of what took place on the cross” becomes real reflecting 

on their lives.  

 These funeral homilies often remind people that Jesus’ words most appropriate for married life were 

spoken at The Last Supper and now spoken at The Eucharist, “This is My Body, which will be given up for you.” 

For certain, the delivering over of their bodies, encompassing their entire humanity, involves the passionate 



and intimate moments of married life. But the spouse visiting the nursing home at meal time every day to feed 

the spouse that no longer recognizes the other is especially saying, “This is my body given up for you.” 

 When couples develop patterns of generous and sacrificial love, are faithful, persevere in difficult 

times, and get each other through those times, they are “a permanent reminder for the Church of what took 

place on the cross.” 

 

 


