
Pentecost  

Sen. Robert Kennedy “Some people see things as they are and ask why? I dream 
things that never were and ask why not.” The same choice is ours. One humorist 
noted that the nightly news always begins with the anchor saying “good evening” and 
then spends the next thirty minutes telling us it really isn’t good after all. 

We can wallow in self-pity and feel sorry for ourselves, feeling lost and helpless before 
the darkness of our times. If we only ask “why”, we can be stuck in diagnosis and 
problem solving. 

But Pentecost is not about “problem solving”. Rather, Pentecost is about the 
unceasing outpouring of the Holy Spirit through the wounds of the Risen Christ over 
the entire face of the earth. This unceasing sanctification is much more about “why 
not” than simply “why”. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit generates an ongoing 
dynamic recreation of the entire world and the complete transformation of every 
human heart open to its grace. 

This dynamic recreation and transformation is known only through the Church. The 
Church maintains this divine event but also gives it away in the mission of 
evangelization. In a mystery of our faith, only by giving it away can the Church keep 
faithful to maintaining its integrity. The Holy Spirit recreates the person and life of the 
Risen Lord in the heart of the church and the heart of every believer. 

When we dare ask “why not?” the presence of Jesus’ life within us is unleashed, our 
hearts are set afire and we are drawn into the great task of proclaiming this great 
event and welcoming others to realize the Lord’s love within their own life. 

So many can have a conflicted relationship with the Church. On the one hand the 
gospel calls all of us through the church to a life of holiness. On the other hand, we so 
see the institutional church fail to live up to those expectations we are called to. If you 
are looking for a perfect church, you have come to the wrong place. The late Fr. 
Andrew Greely was often quoted saying, “If you can find the perfect church, go ahead 
and join it. But only realize once you have joined it, it is no longer perfect.” 

Although there is no perfection here, at least visibly, if you are looking for the locus 
where the fullness of humanity encounters the fullness of divine in a symphony of 
love, or If you are looking for the place where we can stand before the darkness of our 
times with a solid hope in solidarity with the Risen Lord Jesus Christ, then you have 
come to the right place. 

If we insist on waiting for a church that looks like we want it to look or that reminds 
us of the way it looked years ago, we will trade unceasing sanctification for unceasing 
disappointment and cynicism. Then we are stuck in looking at the world and church 

and only asking “why”. 

If you are waiting for the Church to be perfect or live up to your expectations before 
committing yourself, you will miss out on the Church that already is. More 
importantly, you miss the opportunity to love the Church. “Did I hear you right Father 
Mike? You didn’t say we can love the Church?” Actually what I am saying is that we 
must love the church, today, for what and where the church is today. 

“Well, I come here to love Jesus, His Blessed Mother, and God the Father, but I don’t 
come here to love the church.” First of all, you can at least be grateful there is a 
church for you to come to and love Jesus, Our Lady and the Heavenly Father. 



More importantly, loving Jesus, the Blessed Mother and God the Father is easy, 
requires very little effort and is no challenge at all. When we can love the church, for 
her beauty and her ugliness, for her virtues and her decadence, and for her heights of 
glory along with her valleys of depravity; only then can we begin to understand how 
God loves us, and loves us through the Church and as the Church. 

When we love the Church, we love God, we love our neighbor and we love ourselves. 
This is the great challenge but also the greatest opportunity to discover our true 
humanity and the God who entered fully into the human condition to love us with a 
human heart. 

The church’s obituary has been written many a time in history, but the funeral has yet 
to be celebrated. The Church has outlived its greatest critics, its strongest oppressors, 
and its most evil enemies. The Church has grown in spite of inner corruption, betrayal 
of trust, and hearts of shepherds filled with ambition and malice. 

Church history has revealed the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit and the unceasing 
creative power unleashed within the church’s life, often at the church’s seemingly 
lowest points. The collapse of the Roman Empire, the barbarian invasions, 
Reformation, centuries of revolution and totalitarianism, and now radical secularism 
and fundamentalism have all had their opportunities to crush the church. But the 
church moves on and moves forward. 

The Spirit’s presence in the church today is as fresh and powerful as it was the day of 
Pentecost. If the Spirit could lead the Church through the darkest days of history and 
lead her renewed and strengthened for another day, that same Holy Spirit can reshape 
us and renew us for the tasks that lie before us as well. 

The church is not just a good idea, or an organization shaped by some committee 
following the resurrection. The church is not a gathering of volunteers or a club where 
members come together. We don’t need members joining a club. Rather, we need 
disciples committed to the Church, and that means loving the Church as it is and 
praying that our love moves the Church as God wills. 

The church rather is a divine creation, a divine institution, formed not by volunteers 
but by the Holy Spirit’s love summoning people hungering for truth and promise of 
mercy and eternal life. The Church is the Body of the Risen Christ. Those summoned 
by the Spirit’s call and open their hearts generously are forged and formed into the life 
of Jesus, into His Risen Body. 

Commit to loving the Church and commit to a life of prayer open to endless 
possibilities of the Holy Spirit’s unceasing love, and we will join the question “why” 
with the ultimate question, “why not”! 

 


