
Pentecost 
 
Giacomo Puccini was one of the greatest composers of operas in the late 19th, early 20th centuries. 

Became famous for such operas as Madame Butterfly and La Bohme. In 1923, embarked on an opera 
composition he intended to make his masterpiece, a new direction for opera for its time. He worked diligently 
on this composition, but soon he began to feel weak and then quite ill. After several tests, he was diagnosed 
with inoperable throat cancer, and was told he had only a short period to live.  
 

He knew that he would not live long enough to finish the masterpiece, so he discerned other 
composers to finish it for him. Famous composers offered their assistance but were passed over by Puccini. He 
instead selected a composer, not perhaps as famous as the others, but one who understood Puccini himself, 
had a deep understanding of his music, and appreciated the master’s artistry.  
 

Shortly after this selection, Puccini died, never living long enough to finish the masterpiece or to have 
heard it played in public. On April 25, 1926, before a sold out audience at the Scala, the finished opera was 
performed for the first time, and the reviews of Turandot continue to mesmerize audiences everywhere. 
“Finish the masterpiece,” Puccini told his successor, and finish the masterpiece, Franco Alfano did just that. 
 

“Finish the masterpiece.” Those could easily be the words of the Risen Lord as well to the disciples 
gathered in the Upper Room, the day of Pentecost.  And these are also the words easily spoken to the church 
today in every corner of the world. 
 

The unceasing sanctification, the infinite outpouring of the Holy Spirit continues the work of the 
world’s redemption and salvation. This work comes from the heart of the church, in the life of every disciple, 
every baptized Christian. Each and every one of us, without exception, contributes our own musical notes, our 
own piece to the Risen Lord’s symphony of merciful love upon the face of the earth.  
 

The Risen Lord, working through his Body, and through every single baptized person continues the 
work of redemption and salvation. Prompted by the Holy Spirit, guided by the Holy Spirit, and in communion 
with the universal Church, each of us helps to finish the masterpiece begun by the Lord Jesus Christ in his 
death and resurrection. 
 

As importantly, Puccini selected the composer who best knew him and not necessarily the best known. 
In this, we begin to understand our selection and call by the Holy Spirit. We are not called because we are the 
most important, the best known, or the most popular celebrities.  
 

We are called because we have come to know the Lord Jesus Christ, and the more we respond as his 
disciples, the more we come to know him as a loving friend, as a brother, and as Savior and Redeemer. We 
know God intimately and we are known to God as “Beloved”. It is this relationship with the Risen Lord that 
makes us especially prepared to finish the masterpiece inaugurated by the Lord’s life, death, resurrection and 
now outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Our society today rejects the idea of universal truths, even as it sinks in a swamp of concocted myths 
and individual notions of “right and wrong”. Our society today resists the call of religious and spiritual 
commitment, even as it aches for spiritual experience.  The result is offering of many new spiritualties 
promoted by guru specialists or even spiritual con artists that promise vast new experiences for little or no 
sacrifice, little or no commitment, little or no involvement in the world around us. 
 



Often these new spiritual expressions divorce the spiritual from the physical, marginalizing spirituality 
to an exaggerated individualism and privatization.  Humanity is encouraged to shape their god into their image 
instead of abandoning themselves to a God who promises to shape us into the Body of the Risen Christ. 
 

Nations with advancing secularism now deal with a hostile atheism that not only denies God’s 
existence but considers religious experience to be a mental illness and predicts the ultimate dissolving of all 
religious institutions. 
 

The Pentecost experience reminds us that God has created us, shares our human experience including 
suffering, rejection and death. The Holy Spirit continually presents God’s invitation to friendship and salvation 
to every human heart. The Pentecost experience reshapes our heart and soul into the very heart and soul of 
the Risen Lord Jesus Christ. This is the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit, alive in the Church.  
 

The Holy Spirit keeping the memory of the Risen Jesus and the life of the Risen Jesus alive forever in 
word, sacrament, and merciful love. This is the work we are called to benefit from and to share with others. It 
is our ongoing mission and task. It is a beginning and not an end.  It is infinitely new and renewed, and never 
stale or merely historical. 
 

“Finish the masterpiece.” With those words, Giacomo Puccini called his contemporary to complete the 
work he had begun. “Finish the masterpiece” are words easily spoken by the Risen Lord himself, never leaving 
us abandoned or alone, but filling us with the Holy Spirit, and uniting us as one body of faith. The Church, each 
and every one of us, helps complete the masterpiece. 
 


