
The Octave of Easter 

Visible wounds have an amazing ability to reveal truth or tell an important story. These stories can be 

told often without using one word. At a parade on Memorial Day or Veterans’ Day, wounded veterans remind 

all of us of the price paid to secure our freedoms. These same wounds also speak of the evil of all war and the 

loss of many young men and women who paid the ultimate sacrifice and never came home again. Those same 

wounds remind us of the pain and suffering that continues long after the fighting has ceased and the last shot 

has been fired. 

Many wounds are interior and not readily known without further evidence. So many suffer from 

clinical depression or anxiety, have suffered a terrible loss of a loved one, or carry the history of abuse or 

other trauma. Their pain is so often misunderstood. Because there are no visible, exterior damages, their 

wounds can be dismissed as insignificant. But the pain is real and burdensome. 

The disciples’ in today’s gospel are hiding behind locked doors but their wounds were interior. They did 

not suffer the scourging and bodily tortures that Jesus endured on Good Friday. Behind locked doors, they 

more than likely share the same wounds of “fear”, “despair” and “guilt”. If their religious leaders convinced 

Pilate to execute Jesus, could their demise now be imminent? They had left their livelihoods, their families, 

literally everything to follow Jesus and now all they hoped for and all they believed in seemed to vanish. They 

had nothing to look forward to. At the same time, almost all of them abandoned Jesus in his greatest moment 

of need; at least one denied him and another betrayed him. Could there not be a certain amount of guilt 

burdening them? 

 When the Risen Lord appeared to his disciples, he showed them his wounds. But both before and after 

doing so, he offered them the gift of “Peace”. This double gift of “Peace” like bookends placed the display of 

his wounds in an entirely different context. Without divine peace, the disciples might see his wounds as cause 

for retribution for having abandoned him. Witnessing Jesus’ wounds following their denials and fears might 

have indicated a certain punishment or shame awaited them. Any interior wounds they already had would 

only be intensified and deepened.  

 Jesus’ offering of his wounds and his gift of peace are intimately connected. The wounds are human. 

“Peace” comes from divine love and mercy. Jesus offered no resistance to the beatings, scourging and horrific 

pain of his passion and death. His total offering of himself from the cross involved the totality of his humanity, 

including and especially his wounds. As he chose no resistance to his passion, he now chooses to let peace 

flow through his wounds so others might be healed. There could be no redemption without the offering of his 

wounds. 

 The Good Friday liturgy quoting from the prophet Isaiah reminds us, “Yet it was our infirmities that he 

bore, our sufferings he endured…But he was pierced for our offenses, crushed for our sins. Upon him was the 

chastisement that makes us whole. By his stripes we were healed.” 

 The Risen Lord’s gifts of “peace” and “wounds” bring joy and excitement to his disciples. It is the Lord’s 

way of manifesting his love for them and his concern for their wounds. The disciples’ wounds need healing and 

Jesus’ wounds bring the divine consolation and mercy required. The Lord’s wounds become the very path to 

Resurrection. Jesus remains fully human Risen as before his death. His complete humanity, wounds and all, 

are raised from death to glory. Resurrection does not cancel the Incarnation. Rather divine love and mercy 

pour out through his glorified yet wounded humanity for the salvation of others. 



 Once the Risen Lord brings healing to his disciples, he commissions them to go out into the world and 

bring this divine healing to others. We see the effects of that in the reading from Acts of the Apostles and The 

Book of Revelation.  

After Pentecost, Peter and the other apostles are known for their compassion and care for all people 

and especially for the sick. In Jesus’ name they preach the gospel and people respond carrying the sick to the 

apostles for healing and cure. In Revelation, John is exiled during a time of great persecution upon the 

churches of his region. He writes to these churches offering consolation and encouragement to rely on divine 

providence for their ultimate victory with Christ. Both readings bring healing from church pastors for the good 

of all people.  

 God destines all our wounds to be healed by the wounds of the Risen Jesus. God also uses our wounds, 

now redeemed and healed by Christ, to heal others. We need to choose God’s healing. Our wounds can isolate 

us and lead us to cycles of anger, retribution or corrosive bitterness.  We can use our wounds to manipulate or 

control others with self-pity and guilt. We can turn our wounds inwardly and continually harm ourselves. Or 

we can let God’s mercy touch our wounds and then with others form and shape communities based on mutual 

care and respect, justice, and forgiveness. The strongest communities are those built on the healing of 

common wounds. 

No secular organization does this better than the fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous and other 12 

step recovery groups. Those recovering from alcoholism and other addictions are best able to help those who 

desire sobriety and/or are just beginning to deal with their addictions. They use the wounds caused from their 

addictions as a source of hope and wisdom for others. The power of their stories lets others know they are not 

alone in their disease nor hopeless in becoming sober. 

The Church is called to be a communion of life in the Risen Christ. For certain, our shared beliefs, 

common creed and professed faith form a religious body of people. But it is still divine love and glory pouring 

through the wounds of Christ that form the foundation of the Church’s life. Our healed wounds and forgiven 

sins constitute the continual building of that communion with God and one another. Christ’s wounds bring us 

that forgiveness, mercy and healing. We carry that gift into the world around us.  

We cannot cure all of humanity’s wounds any more than we can solve all their problems. However, we 

can lead others to recognize the healing power of the Risen Christ and the power of his redemption in their 

lives. As Jesus carried his wounds into eternity, so will we. Our wounds are destined for eternal glory as is 

every aspect of our humanity. As Jesus poured glory and peace through his wounds, so will Jesus pour glory 

and peace through our wounds and other people’s as well. 

 How do we know when our wounds experience redemption?  Redemption will be known when our 

wounds bring us from isolation to solidarity with others. Redemption will be known when we become more 

compassionate, more offended and outraged when human dignity is violated, more engaging with the world 

around us. Redemption will be known when we are more willing to share wisdom learned from suffering, 

mistakes and even our sins.  

When we are more determined to see wounds bear fruits of peace, justice and reconciliation. When 

our love for God and all creation contributes to community founded on human wounds and divine peace. 

These are but some signs of divine redemption of our wounds. 

The paschal or Easter candle is one of the more significant symbols of the Easter Season. Like the pillar 

of fire guiding the Hebrew slaves out of Egypt to freedom, the light of Christ guides us from the slavery of sin 



and death to eternal life. The Easter Vigil begins with preparing and lighting the paschal candle. Preparation 

includes marking the cross with the wounds of Christ and the prayer “By his holy and glorious wounds may 

Christ the Lord guide us and protect us. Amen.” 

 


