
New Year’s Day 2017 
Gospel of St. Luke 2: 16-21 

 
New Year’s Day is one of the few times I recycle a homily. The basic structure of this homily has been utilized on 
New Year’s Day for probably at least fifteen to twenty years of preaching on this solemnity. It has been well 
received. So I have chosen not to make too many changes to the basic message.  
 

 

What will be our resolutions for this new year? Are we going to lose weight, eat less, exercise more, write 
more letters, give up those bad habits, finally offer forgiveness, or seek out an old friend? This will last about 
three days and then we wait for Ash Wednesday. The good news is that Lent is late this year and Ash 
Wednesday is not until early March.  
 
A new year becomes for many people a new opportunity, a fresh start. 
there is almost a psychological letting go of a previous year and history, and a new blank page appears offering 
new opportunities and expectations. 
 
If the previous year manifested obvious blessings—the new year becomes hope of continued blessings—a 
new marriage, a newborn child, a new job, a restored relationship, a physical renewal following long therapy 
and hard work, a return to the sacraments or a deeper realization of God’s great love. Of course if you were a 
Chicago Cubs fan, the blessings were phenomenal! 
 
For many the blessings of 2016 will not appear so obvious—loss of a spouse or other loved one, more layoffs 
and financial anxieties, medical diagnoses with future uncertainties, a broken marriage, a son or daughter 
spinning out of control, deep challenges to faith where God appears distant, absent or at least unavailable.  
 
For our nation, we finished an ugly and dark presidential campaign where a majority of American voters found 
both candidates of major political parties to be very unpopular. Now as a nation, we enter completely 
uncharted waters as our president elect has no experience in any political or diplomatic situations. He is a 
television celebrity and his business ethics and personal morality can only be described (charitably) as not the 
greatest gifts he brings to the Office of the President.  
 
But he has been legitimately elected president by the electoral college and that is the way we as Americans 
select our president. Our nation will need the prayers of faithful Americans as well as moral voices that stand 
with the poor and marginalized of our society. Works of mercy and voices of justice will be needed now more 
than ever. 
 
The world seems to be continuing to unravel. Civil wars in Syria, Iraq, South Sudan and other nations have 
been marked by fanaticism, corruption, and brutality forcing millions from their homes and leaving hundreds 
of thousands buried in unmarked graves. 
 
For our diocese, we face another year of changes, and difficult decisions. We may ordain only one man to the 
priesthood this year. As in every year, we will lose some priests to retirement, death or sickness. The numbers 
do not lie, and we are heading over a cliff of being able to provide stable priestly service to our parishes from 
Kittery to Fort Kent. We still search for ways to reach out to Catholics alienated from our faith, and to bring 
the truth of the Gospel to those mired in unbelief. 
 



A new year can represent a fresh start or simply bringing old burdens and crosses into yet another year. So 
where do we go from here? Do resolutions have any place at all? There is one resolution we can use and it is 
found in the gospel reading for today’s feast. 
 
“Mary kept all these things reflecting on them in her heart”. “What things?”, we may ask. She gave birth to her 
newborn in a stable with no family to share the glory. Despised shepherds were the only invited guests and 
neither she or Joseph had any control of the invitation list. Her country was dominated and oppressed by a 
foreign power, and civil unrest and fanatical violence erupted all around her. economic opportunities were 
few and far between. life was hard, optimism was laughable, anxieties were many. 
 
Yet, with her perfect faith, the Blessed Mother saw the great movements of God in these things, and she 
reflected on them in her heart. The ordinary, the joyful, the mundane, the sorrowful, the unexpected gifts, the 
seemingly hopeless and the unexpected tragic events could not remove her ability to see God alive in every 
moment of her life. She saw God’s glory in everything, and this motivated her to move on, to continue 
believing and placing her trust in God. 
 
The model of the Blessed Mother is where we need to begin. That needs to be our resolution for 2017. The 
blessed mother didn’t deny, minimize, or somehow remove herself from the tremendous difficulties she 
faced. Nor did she have any premonitions of what lay before her or her newborn son. But, she refused to 
despair, refused to be fatalistic, and finally refused to give up on God being present to her and for her and her 
family every day. 
 
Our one resolution is to see the hand of God in our everyday life and respond to God’s presence and grace 
with our heart and soul. This is the foundation of all discipleship. We need to reflect in our heart’s the events 
of this past year, both ordinary and extraordinary; joyful and tragic; and somehow with the eyes of faith 
believe that God was present to us in every one of those events. If we can see this in retrospect, our eyes of 
faith will see hope for the future and hope in the present moment. 
 
If we embrace this one resolution, all else will fall into place and we will have built our life of discipleship on 
the life and discipleship of the Blessed Mother. If 2017 brings an ugly and degrading political year, we can 
resolve to let God shape our heart in response of faithful citizenship. If 2017 brings more difficult diocesan 
decisions; we can resolve to let God shape our heart in response of faithful discipleship. If 2017 brings more 
people suffering from lack of basic human necessities; we can resolve to let God shape our hearts to be even 
more generous and shape our voices to be their advocates. 
 
This New Year can be linked to Pope Francis’ call for a “revolution of tenderness”. Such a call may seem to 
some to be naïve and weak in the face of so much hostility, hatred, and violence in our world. But having tried 
hostility, hatred and violence to protect us and provide for us. And having been betrayed by them, why 
shouldn’t naivety be not to embrace a revolution of tenderness? That is the choice before us. Our nation, 
communities, church, and our own soul need that choice embraced now and the resolution taken to heart. 
Ash Wednesday could be too late. 
 


