
Third Sunday of Advent 

 Cycle C 

 Gospel of St. Luke 3:10-18 

It is mid-afternoon on a winter day and you are thinking about the wonderful time you and 

your family will have attending the premiere of the movie you have all been waiting for. Suddenly 

and unexpectedly it begins to snow. You check the forecast and there is a surprise storm heading 

inland instead of out to sea. You wonder, “what should we do?”  By late afternoon, the snow is 

accumulating rapidly and you see cars slipping on the roads outside. Your family has planned this 

for a long time, anticipating attending and you wonder “what should we do?”  

By early evening you can barely see outside the window as the winds now blow briskly and 

visibility is reduced to less than 100 yards. Your family is all prepared to attend and you wonder, 

“what should we do?” You check out the forecast again and now the meteorologist says, “Unless you 

need to be out for an emergency or other serious reason, it is imperative you stay off the roads and 

remain inside tonight.” Now you know what to do.  

You get up on Sunday morning for Mass and the intention that day is for your deceased 

parents. You aren’t feeling all that well but think it may just be the dry winter air. By breakfast you 

are running a fever, feeling nauseous, and you have the chills. You seriously want to attend the 

Mass for your deceased parents but know the flu epidemic has now arrived at your home and you 

wonder, “what should I do?” 

“What should we do?” is the question everyone asks St. John the Baptist in the gospel. The 

crowds ask, “what should we do?” The tax collectors and the soldiers also ask “what should we do?” 

Interestingly, none of the questions are all that difficult. No one is concerned if the Baptist has an 

advanced degree in moral theology or not. If the questioners find their quandary difficult, John the 

Baptist finds the answers rather obvious. “Share with the poor.” “Stop cheating.” “Stop lying about 

one another.” “Stop demanding more and more.” 

Sometimes the moral life is so obvious we need someone else to point out the right choice for 

us. There can be a raging blizzard outside and even though we cannot open the garage door let 

alone get the car out of the garage, we need to hear someone else tell us, “stay home.”  

The flu epidemic is affecting everyone and we need not to contribute to its further 

contamination. Obviously those with the flu need to stay home for their own health and to avoid 

spreading to others in closed spaces. I am always speechless every winter when someone leaving 

church shakes my hand and says, “I’ve got the flu Father, but I wouldn’t miss Mass.” I wish for the 

ability to say, “Well give that some more thought next time!” 

However, sometimes the most obvious is the most difficult. “What should I do?” What John 

doesn’t say, “You are hopeless and are doomed. You are incapable of change so forget about it!”  He 

doesn’t ask anyone to quit their jobs, even the tax collectors or soldiers, despised for their brutality 

and harassment.  

What he does say is, “Go back to your regular daily life, embrace the grace of God that is 

there, and change the life you already have.” In a word, he expresses great “hope”; hope that 

humanity working with God can make great changes. 

But it means we have to make changes. We need conversion. We need to admit we have been 

wrong, especially to God. We need to repent and start doing what is right, especially with the mercy 

of God. The moral answer may be obvious but the changes come with great difficulty. 

We need to realize the way we treat others always comes back to us. If we go out of our way 

to treat others deceitfully or bitterly, deceit and bitterness come to reside in our own heart. Our 



immoral behavior not only robs others of joy, but we rob ourselves of joy as well. When our behavior 

changes towards others, the impact to our own life is no less dramatic. 

Sometimes the moral choice is not so obvious. Then we especially need someone trusted and 

respected to point the way. Someone in a physically abusive relationship may not realize the right 

choice is to leave. Perhaps they grew up in a violent home and now live in a violent marriage, so 

that is all they know. Or their faith can be used as weapon over them. “You are Catholic and you 

stay in a marriage for better or worse.” Or perhaps, “You say you are a good Catholic. Well you are 

supposed to forgive me 70X7 times.”  

Yes, Jesus indeed said those words and forgiveness is an essential part of our spiritual life. 

But sometimes forgiveness must be made from a safe place. You can forgive someone from 1000 

miles away in your own prayer and still be faithful to Jesus’ command. Forgiveness never requires 

anyone to remain in or return to a dangerous situation. Forgiveness is never permission to abuse 

again. 

The Catholic Church never teaches that anyone remain in an abusive situation. Catholicism 

holds human dignity as a highest attribute revealing the image of God, and abuse violates human 

dignity. Violence in a marriage offends God’s intent for married people. The Catholic Church wants 

everyone in an abusive relationship to get out of the situation and find safety and protection 

immediately.  

If in your heart today you are in such a relationship and wonder, “what should I do?” Please 

hear me say, “Get out, leave no forwarding address and don’t go back.” 

Another example, Pope Francis has been instrumental in placing the issue of global warming 

on the front burner of morality. He has pointed out for all of us how our choices of consumption 

and waste may in fact rob future generations of any healthy life on our planet. He has also pointed 

out how the patterns of consumption and waste have a serious detrimental effect on the poor of the 

world.  

There are no easy or simple solutions. But one obvious conclusion is to stop denying what is 

obvious to so many who have studied this thoroughly.  

You do need to know that as parish communities we have taken this seriously and have 

made major changes effecting our levels of consumption. Every parish has replaced certain older, 

inefficient heating systems with newer more efficient systems.  

Efficiencies have been made at St. Peter’s rectory and St. Louis rectory and church. The real 

accolades go to St. Christopher’s Parish on Peaks Island. With the installation of heat pumps in the 

parish hall and rectory and replacing older incandescent light bulbs with newer LED versions, that 

parish is now using only a fraction of the energy it consumed only a couple of years ago. 

Moral choices are obvious on this critical issue as well, but obvious does not mean easy or 

without difficulty. We all have moral obligations to our communities, the wider society, and the 

community of nations. Working at the local level and advocating across the nation, changes can 

come about that will make a difference. These are critical moral issues of our time. 


