
The Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 Gospel of St. Luke 5: 1-11 

The prophet Isaiah and the fisherman Simon Peter share a similar experience as they 

encounter the holiness of God in unexpected and dramatic ways. Isaiah is conducting a sacred 

ritual in the Temple when the glory of God is revealed to him. Simon Peter has a similar experience 

but within the context of his everyday life and from a person he has only recently met.  

These human encounters with God occur throughout the Old and New Testaments. Abraham 

experiences divine holiness in a disturbing dream while Moses is drawn to God in the burning 

bush. Elijah senses God as a whispering wind while taking refuge in a lonely cave, while Ezekiel is 

carried away in a vision returning him to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon. 

All experiences encountering God’s holiness brings both “withdrawal and attraction.” 

“Withdrawal” comes from a self-awareness of their sinfulness, weaknesses, distorted desires, and 

sense of being separated from God. “Attraction” flows from God’s passionate love for them and God’s 

desire to be in a communion of life with them.  

Initially this encounter brings terror in the depths of one’s being, a sense of unworthiness, 

and a sense of being overwhelmed. However simultaneous with their sense of unworthiness comes a 

divine holiness that loves them, cleanses them, and calls them to their own holiness and a mission 

of divine revelation. The “attraction” draws them closer to God as the “withdrawal” subsides. 

An encounter with the Living God is meant to be life changing. Divine holiness speaks our 

need for salvation but also our inability to save ourselves. God’s holiness is unapproachable in that 

we cannot approach God on our own initiative. But God always takes the initiative and always 

approaches us in a manner of invitation, hospitality, and love.  

Pope Francis names God’s initiative as “mercy” and offers these words for The Jubilee Year of 

Mercy, “Mercy is the force that reawakens us to new life and instils in us the courage to look to the 

future with hope.” Mercy speaks a God who can and does save us. God is encountered in both 

“sacred and secular” activities of life. 

Mercy is not confined to a devotion or even a special kind of prayer. Mercy is a way of life 

resulting from an encounter with the Living God. Mercy allows us to see ourselves as we truly are, 

“sinful and glorious”, “virtuous and vicious”, “whole and wounded”, “self-giving and self-centered” 

and to simultaneously experience the overpowering love of Jesus flooding from his heart for our 

salvation and every human person on the earth.  

In Christ, God approaches us in an act of divine love and rescue. An encounter with God 

reshapes our entire life, calling from within us the great meaning and purpose of our life. Then we 

are called to follow Christ at all costs.  

“A future with hope” as Pope Francis calls it propels Simon Peter forward, but no longer as a 

fisherman. Simon Peter has caught perhaps the biggest catch ever. This catch could make him rich 

and famous and begin the makings of a celebrity among all his fellow fishermen. He walks away 

from it to follow Christ. He has been given a glimpse of a future worth more than all the fish in the 

net.  

Perhaps it was more than just the amazing catch of fish. Perhaps Simon Peter saw something 

in Jesus’ expression, in the way Jesus looked at him that seized him. Perhaps he saw a glimpse of 

something or someone revealed in Jesus’ face, in his look, in the way Jesus looked at him.  

St. Paul puts words to his own experience in his Letter to the Philippians, “Whatever gains 

I had, these I have come to consider a loss because of Christ. More than that, I even consider 

everything as a loss because of the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake, I 



have accepted the loss of all things and I consider them so much rubbish, that I may gain Christ 

and be found in him.” 

Recognizing his past, St. Paul writes in today’s second reading, “For I am least of the 

apostles, not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of 

God I am what I am, and his grace to me has not be ineffective.”  

The Lord is as aware of St. Peter’s future as St. Paul’s past. In St. Luke’s gospel, Peter has 

another encounter with the way Jesus looks at him. This time it is on Good Friday as Peter sits 

warming himself by a fire in the Temple courtyard. After denying Jesus for the third time, St. Luke 

tells us “and the Lord turned and looked at Peter; and Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how 

he had said to him, ’Before the cock crows today, you will deny me three times’. He went out and 

wept bitterly.”  

Only St. Luke recounts Jesus looking at Peter. Perhaps the look Jesus gave him on Good 

Friday was no different than the look Peter sees in this gospel passage as well. This is the look of 

love that loves unconditionally and continually. In today’s gospel it drives Peter to his knees and on 

Good Friday will drive him to weep uncontrollably. But with mercy, God holds both St. Peter and St. 

Paul in his hands, and with mercy God holds every one of us as well.  

The encounter with mercy occurs in our daily life in the midst of our daily activities. Christ is 

still in our midst Incarnate and Risen. The Lord is present with us every moment of our day. How 

do we imagine Jesus looking at us? Do we live in fear of seeing a look of disappointment on Jesus 

face? Or perhaps a look of anger? In spite of their great failings and sins, that was not what St. 

Peter, St. Paul or any other person saw when they realized Jesus looking at them.  

The Lord’s words to us are the same spoken in today’s gospel to Simon Peter, “Do not be 

afraid.” We too can have the courage to look toward the future with hope as Pope Francis tells us. 

Perhaps our best response to such an encounter and invitation are the words from the Mass, 

“Lord I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof. But only say the word and my soul 

shall be healed.” 

 

 


