
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time: Cycle B 

Gospel of St. John 1: 35-42 

Among many names, the Gospel of St. John is often referred to as “The Gospel of the Beloved 

Disciple.” In the Gospel are references to “the one Jesus loved.” Although this disciple is never named, many 

scholars have concluded the “beloved disciple” is St. John the Evangelist, thought to be the author of this 

gospel and the one who placed his head on the Lord’s chest at The Last Supper. Even if their conclusions are 

correct, another possibility was raised in a lecture I attended many years ago given by the late Father 

Raymond Brown.  

A scholar of the St. John’s Gospel, he is often considered one of the greatest Catholic Scripture scholars 

produced in our country. Father Brown suggested the “beloved disciple” remained unnamed perhaps St. John 

wished each of us is to put our own name within the apprentices of “the one Jesus loved”. If we all were able 

to find the audacity and courage to do so, it could have a great transforming affect in our lives and the lives of 

those around us.  

Certainly the two disciples in the gospel are drawn to Jesus and are following him, although they are 

not certain why. Jesus turns, asking them “What are you looking for?” Unable to answer, they respond with 

another question, “Where are you staying?” This question seeks more than a geographical location. The 

question leads to the essence of one’s life: “What is your motivation?” “What makes you tick?” “What are you 

passionate about?” Jesus simply again, without answer, rather invites, “Come and you will see.” 

Gathering together all the “beloved disciples” would help create “the beloved community” that Rev. 

Martin Luther King Jr. preached of and dreamed about. Although the idea of “the beloved community” didn’t 

originate with Rev. King, his preaching and teaching gave it a universal recognition. As a primary motivator of 

the dramatic civil rights movement in the late 1950’s and 1960’s, Rev. King lived in the midst of intense hatred, 

institutional racism, and blatant brutality.  

When addressing the Joint Session of Congress over two years ago, Pope Francis mentioned Rev. King 

as one of four Americans in his speech. “Here too I think of the march which Martin Luther King led from 

Selma to Montgomery…as part of the campaign to fulfill his ‘dream’ of full civil and political rights for African 

Americans. That dream continues to inspire us all. I am happy that America continues to be, for many, a land 

of ‘dreams’. Dreams which lead to action, to participation, to commitment. Dreams which awaken what is 

deepest and truest in the life of a people.” 

 Sadly, our own time is continually marked by bitter anger, intense hostility, and inability to even listen 

to viewpoints differing from our own. I can remember growing up in the 1960’s during the civil rights 

movement and the anti-Vietnam War movements. But I don’t recall families so divided that Thanksgiving and 

Christmas dinners were unattended or disrupted by rage over comments about the last election. Rev. King’s 

preaching of “the beloved community” is as relevant if not more so today than when he was murdered 50 

years ago in 1968. His principles and methods, if taken to heart, can help transform many of the hostilities of 

our own day and age.  

As a preacher of the gospel, he saw the Christian response as one of unconditional love, non-violence, 

and from that, the building of our nation into “the beloved community”.  Looking at the aftermath of 

revolution based on unconditional love and non-violence, Rev. King stated, “But the end is reconciliation; the 

end is redemption; the end is the creation of the beloved community. It is this type of spirit and this type of 

love that can transform opposers into friends. It is this type of understanding goodwill that will transform the 



deep gloom of the old age into the exuberant gladness of the new age. It is this love which will bring about 

miracles in the hearts of men.” 

There is nothing easy about building “the beloved community”. Like anything else in the gospel, it is 

difficult and hard and is fraught with failure and discouragement. Holding onto bitterness, retaliation, 

demonizing, and division is easy. The beloved community is not some unreal idealistic illusion. Rather, it 

recognizes the inevitability of conflict, disagreement, misunderstandings, and human sinfulness. But it insists 

the use of gospel principles and teachings are greater; and can bring healing, understanding, and 

reconciliation between adversaries.  

Giving this a particular Catholic tone, it is important that the beloved community be based on truth, 

and consensus on common principles leading to truth. Many modern gurus and celebrities encourage folks to 

“find your own truth” or even “make your truth”. Good luck with that!  

The two disciples in this week’s gospel are not seeking their own truth or creating their own truth. 

They have begun a journey responding to truth’s invitation, “Come and you will see.” The more they journey 

and the more faithful their response, the more they will come to know and grasp the truth. We hold and 

understand the truth as a person; The Risen Lord Jesus Christ. 

We cannot expect non-believers to identify Jesus as truth in order to work towards the beloved 

community. But we can come to consensus on principles flowing from that truth. For example, the principle of 

human dignity, of human rights and human responsibilities, principle of caring for the vulnerable and weakest 

among us including the elderly and the pre-born child, the principle of the common good, of religious 

freedom, and the principle of work as a sacred action; are all essential to the beloved community.  

These principles utilize non-religious terms in order to welcome people of all faiths and of no faith into 

discussions and the work of building the beloved community. This work takes us back to our homes, our 

neighborhood, our workplaces, our social gatherings, and civic organizations. There, people of differing 

opinions and backgrounds can gather, listen respectfully to one another, seek out the good in each other, and 

build upon each other’s dreams for a better nation and world for all.  

Listen respectfully to each other. The Scriptures primarily focus on listening this weekend. Samuel 

hears God’s voice in the Temple but needs Eli’s wisdom to understand that God is speaking to him. The two 

disciples responding to the invitation, “Come and you will see” recognize they will spend a great deal of time 

listening to Jesus’s words and teachings to discover where Jesus “is staying”.  

St. Paul’s letter to the Corinthians would have been read in its entirety to the church while gathered for 

the Eucharist. We have listened to one small portion this weekend. They would have listened to the entire 

letter. 

Listening to one another, often with viewpoints different from ours, needs the same courtesy and 

respect we would give listening to God speak to us. At the end of the day, we may still disagree, but we will 

have added more respect to our life and someone else’s life instead of more bitterness and hostility. Our 

country can use a lot of that trade-off!  

Seek out the good in each other. More often than not we can actually learn from one another. Our 

national discussions on issues like immigration, tax reform and health care are all moral issues, but there are 

also solidly good and moral people on all sides of those issues, with information and wisdom needing to be 

shared. The Catholic Church teaches that access to adequate health care is a human right. That is beyond 

debate. But how we achieve that, what is adequate, how do people access health care? Those questions need 



a wide-open discussion with people from many viewpoints. So long as essential principles are upheld, 

respectful discussions and listening are essential  

And there will always be those uninterested in any respectful conversation. Rev. King and the civil 

rights leaders of his day faced the most vehement and fanatical racists and segregationists in their hard-fought 

labors for civil rights. Here is how Rev. King told his supporters to deal with racists, “With every ounce of our 

energy we must continue to rid this nation of the incubus of segregation. But we shall not in the process 

relinquish our privilege and our obligation to love. While abhorring segregation, we shall love the 

segregationist. This is the only way to create the beloved community.” 

There will always be those darkened by the forces of hatred, violent division, racism, and the will to 

dominate. They can be at the lowest levels of society or those elected to the highest offices of our land. We 

must engage them with the tools of transformation given us by the gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ. But as Rev. 

King stated, “Don’t ever let anyone bring you so low as to hate them in return.” 

 

All Rev. King’s quotes with the exception of the final one ending the homily are to be found at the website 

below. The final quote is from my own memory of either a written account or a video documentary. So there is 

no citation for that quote:   

http://www.thekingcenter.org/king-philosophy 
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