
Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Gospel of St. Matthew 5:13-16 

Bob Dylan wrote one of my favorite songs of all time, “Forever Young.” In that song structured as a 

blessing prayer are these words corresponding beautifully to the imagery from today’s Gospel, “May you grow 

up to be righteous. May you grow up to be true. May you always know the truth and see the light surrounding 

you.” 

In the gospel, Jesus calls for the light of truth to shine from a spot giving light to everyone in the house. 

The truth of the gospel is like a light shattering the darkness and allowing everyone to see what is really 

happening in the home. They can see for themselves because the light provides the necessary vision. 

Household members guided by the light gather together becoming one family of loving care and concern.  

Speech and communication ultimately must assist in the search for truth. They are God’s gifts for 

humanity’s task of building relationships with trust, dignity, respect, and mutual care. When we use speech to 

tear down, humiliate, abuse, harass someone, or slander someone’s good reputation, we are guilty of violating 

God’s intent for the gifts given to us. We have gravely sinned. 

Use speech and communication to build human community on love, justice, and common human 

dignity; and “truth” becomes a “lamp set on a lampstand where it gives light to all in the household.” Use 

speech and communication to humiliate, deny truth, cast doubt, or scapegoat; and “lies” quickly extinguishes 

the light, darkness consumes the home, and fear and chaos rule firmly.  

 Vastly expanding sources of social media have revolutionized communication abilities in a very brief 

period of time. This has produced a mixed moral record. Social media can tap into the great generosity of 

good people very quickly when someone’s home burns down or a loved one is tragically injured or killed. At 

the same time, social media’s anonymity allows people to harass, bully, humiliate, blackmail or smear 

someone’s reputation. The media is not the problem. Some people are the problem in how and what they 

choose to do with it.  

The Gospel must be proclaimed boldly rooted strongly in principle. The Gospel must also be 

proclaimed humbly recognizing complexities and common searches for truth that often take different people 

on different paths. These are not contradictory statements. This is the reality of evangelization that sheds light 

on the darkness of our world. We so often listen only to those affirming our own point of view while closing 

our hearts to those daring to disagree with us on any subject. We are convinced there is nothing to learn from 

someone disagreeing with us.  

If the Gospel must be proclaimed with both principle and humility, proclaiming the gospel must also be 

ready to differentiate between “truth” and “lie.” While the search for truth demands an openness to different 

points of view and different approaches to resolving commonly agreed problems, the heart must also be ready 

to discard whatever violates truth and becomes a weapon of hatred, fearmongering and scapegoating.  

For example, the issue of immigration reform has been before our nation for the last twenty years, and 

I have put inserts in the bulletins trying to explain the complexities of the many issues surrounding 

immigration reform.  

There is no one correct way to fix the multiple issues impacting immigration. Rather, there are multiple 

paths, many with a moral vision quite acceptable on a Catholic moral horizon, even though some are 

completely opposed to others also within that Catholic moral horizon. 



But that does not mean that “lies” have any legitimate place in this moral search for the truth or any 

place at the table for legitimate dialogue. When an entire people are subjected to being scapegoated as the 

source of everyone else’s problems, the demonic presence is evident.  

I was assigned pastor in Lewiston from 2003 to 2008. This was shortly after the public tensions erupted 

between the large numbers of Somali families moving into Lewiston and some of the native born citizens. 

There was a strong “urban myth” during those years claiming that every Somali family moving to Lewiston got 

an SUV. I heard it often from people who are quite bright and concerned for the common good.  

There was absolutely no truth it at all, yet was quite accepted throughout the city. Consider how much 

resentment built up in folks because of that myth. There was no truth to the rumor, yet it probably 

contributed to the tensions between the Somalis and the city folk. How often does that happen in our lives 

today. How resentful do we become at times based on a rumor or myth that may have no truth to it at all? 

That is the power of the lie dividing communities. 

Sometimes the sin is not what is said, but rather what has not been said. For the last several years, the 

United Nations has sponsored a worldwide Holocaust Remembrance Day. Every year, the president has issued 

a statement commemorating the event and committing this country to never allowing it to happen again. 

Presidential statements by both Presidents George W. Bush and Barack Obama took pains to mention the 

particular targeting of Jewish people throughout Europe by Hitler’s regime. Their statements also referred to 

new anti-Semitic movements in the world today. 

This year was different. The brief statement issued by the White House made no mention of the Jewish 

people at all. The omission was not an oversight as administration officials, including the President’s Chief of 

Staff Reince Priebus, have defended the statement issued. The intended omission then makes the statement 

significant and deeply disturbing.  

While it is not possible to assign motives to President Trump’s statement, we must remember that 

holocaust denial is a great manifestation of the demonic power of lies. Holocaust deniers have shifted their 

strategy by acknowledging the slaughter of millions at Nazi death camps, but insisting Jews were not especially 

targeted. Rather, they were among some of the innocent victims of Nazi horror. This lie is a foundational 

proposition of nationalist movements throughout Eastern Europe and Russia.  

The truth is diametrically opposite. Part of the Nazi strategy for creating the perfect race was 

systematic elimination of certain classes of people: mentally ill, people who were gay, gypsies, the disabled, 

and all Jews.  

The Nazis had complete control of all news and all forms of communication. The Nazi propaganda 

machine spent years blaming Jews for all of Germany’s troubles, and describing them in subhuman fashion. 

The net result weakened any defense of Jews or other innocents among the German people. The constant 

scapegoating and fear mongering of all Jews, allowed the Final Solution to be carried out with little resistance. 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum website, “Some Holocaust deniers claim that those ‘few’ 

Jews who perished died from natural causes or were legitimately executed by the Nazi state for actual criminal 

offenses. They assert that Jews and the Allied powers deliberately inflated the numbers of Jews killed during 

the war.  

“Holocaust historians have placed the number of Jews killed in the Holocaust between 5.1 and 6 

million, based on legitimate available historical sources and demographic methods. Holocaust deniers cite 



uncertainty about the exact number of deaths within this accepted range as proof that the whole history of 

the Holocaust has been fabricated…” (https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10007272) 

 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Elie Wiesel, a death camp survivor, once described the Holocaust with 

these words, “Not all victims were Jews, that is true. But it is also true that all Jews were victims.” To highlight 

Wiesel’s comments “not all victims were Jews,” in Dachau concentration camp, entire sections of barracks 

were reserved for Christian clergy, particularly Catholic priests. 

To further highlight his comments that all Jews were victims, no other classification of people was so 

systematically disgraced by a propaganda machine, hunted down and rounded up, and transported by the 

millions to death camps for extermination. Over 11 million people died in concentration and death camps, and 

over half of them were Jews. No Jewish family in Europe was untouched by this diabolical efficiency.  

Regardless of the Trump Administration’s intent, the statement issued plays directly into the hands of 

liars casting seeds of doubt regarding the holocaust. The White House statement becomes a powerful tool in 

the hands of those nationalist movements regarding the targeting of Jews throughout Europe under Nazi and 

fascist totalitarian regimes.  

In the 1930s, when Nazi propaganda began its work in earnest, the churches were slow to respond to 

the damage of many lies. Perhaps we can learn a lesson from history and be quicker placing the lamp on the 

stand giving light of truth to all in the home. 
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