
In the first reading this weekend from Acts of the Apostles, St. Luke describes St. Stephan’s martyrdom as the crowd 

“rushed upon him together.” That is a description of a mob mentality. Individuals lose their identity and conscience in a 

mob and the result is the death of an innocent man which parallels the Lord’s trial before the Sanhedrin and Pilate’s 

sentence of death by crucifixion. A mob mentality has entered our national political elections this year in ways not 

experienced for several decades. The demonizing of whole groups of people runs the political spectrum. I recently 

submitted a Letter to the Editor to the Portland Press Herald. I present it to you in an expanded version.  

Yesterday, two very troubling incidents revealed the deep wounds of our cultural and political landscape. First, 

apparently someone entered one of our parish properties and with black marker wrote a most hateful message on an 

inside door. The message declared in vulgar and unrepeatable words that only Americans were welcomed here and 

others should remove themselves from our country. This particular parish (Sacred Heart/St Dominic) welcomes 

parishioners from several African nations as well as Mexico and Central American nations. 

Secondly, news reports quoted Governor Paul LePage imitating and ridiculing restaurant workers from foreign 

nations, particularly wait people, because he often could not understand what they were trying to say to him. More 

sadly, he spoke these words from the podium of the Republican State Convention. 

The language used and even the decision to write on a door of a church hall indicates the graffiti writer was 

more than likely acting alone and probably a troubled soul. While there may be a need to discover this person’s identity 

and hold him/her responsible for this vandalism, there is no need to be overly alarmed and panic at an isolated but 

seriously damaging incident. 

But when the governor of our state acts in a similar manner, this must be condemned by all who care about the 

essential respect owed to every human person and to the welcome we all deserve in the communities where we live and 

work. Perhaps it is difficult to understand those from other nations trying to learn English. But it is not difficult to 

understand why they are here and the horrible violence and abuse they have left behind. It is also not difficult to 

understand their passion for human rights, their desire to work hard, raise families, and become strong contributors to 

our communities, including starting businesses, hiring workers and paying taxes.  

It is more difficult to understand the places in the human heart that bring out hatred, ridicule, bias and 

exclusion. It is difficult to understand criticism of all refugees and asylees as not wanting to work and then hearing them 

criticized again when they are working. It is also most difficult to understand a terrible silence from those who know 

better and believe rightly, but say nothing. 

Earlier in the Republican presidential primaries, Republican Congressional leaders Sen. Mitch McConnell and 

House Speaker Paul Ryan both expressed strong dismay at the racial tones present in some debates and endorsements. 

They both spoke passionately about the Republican Party’s open doors to all people who share their core values. Good 

for them! Has their example found an echo in our state regarding our governor? 

This issue crosses party lines. I was pleased to read former New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg deploring 

demagoguery in both political parties. In his own words, “For Republicans, its Mexicans here illegally and Muslims, and 

for Democrats, it’s the wealthy and Wall Street. The truth is, we cannot solve the problems we face by blaming anyone.” 

(New York Times, May 1, 2016) 

Hearing “Wall Street” continually condemned has often disturbed me. What is “Wall Street”? Is it the New York 

Stock Exchange, the banks, the law firms, what? For certain, the 2008 financial crisis was manipulated by many who 

worked on Wall Street, causing disaster and hardship for millions of people. But not everyone working on Wall Street 

was responsible.  

Remember, when the huge financial firms collapsed, tens of thousands working on Wall Street lost their jobs 

which also cost them their livelihoods, their houses, and their peace of mind. They were not involved in any illegal 

activities resulting in the financial collapse. Rather, they were working hard providing corporations and companies with 

capital needed to continue in business. 



Speech and language are gifts from God to build the human community, to express love and show kindness. 

They are also God’s gifts to hold others accountable and to bring out the best even in those who act the worst. To 

misuse these gifts slander entire groups of people misuses those gifts. We are all accountable to God for the gifts given 

us, including and especially speech and language.  


