
13th Sunday C-6 

Laudato Si: Our Common Home  

The First Anniversary 

 This month marks the first anniversary of Laudato Si’, Pope Francis’ groundbreaking encyclical on 

global warming and environmental responsibility. The encyclical placed papal authority squarely on the issue 

of global warming and humanity’s irresponsible behavior fostering the conditions allowing it to develop. Pope 

Francis did an exhaustive study on the issue before writing the encyclical and as a former science teacher in 

Jesuit schools, he had a background to do so.  

 The urgency of his encyclical matches the urgency in the Scriptures. The prophet Elijah chooses Elisha 

as his successor so that the prophetic word may continue to challenge Israel and call them to return to fidelity 

to God’s law and requirements as spelled out in the covenant. Jesus reminds all called to follow him that 

discipleship is demanding, requiring their full attention and complete service.  

 The Catholic Church has always understood creation as a gift and a responsibility. Creation is a gift of 

God our Creator, and humanity is placed within creation as stewards. We have the responsibility to assure that 

creation serves the basic needs of all people currently living and for generations to come. (At the 9AM Mass, a 

young infant Lorenzo was baptized so I mentioned, “Lorenzo will be baptized in a few minutes. As church, we 

take a responsibility for his spiritual and moral life. This encyclical reminds us we are also taking responsibility 

for his future abilities to engage the common good including the environment for his humanity to grow and 

flourish.”) 

 Pope Francis begins his encyclical joining his voice to those popes preceding him. His is not the first to 

recognize and speak out on this dangerous course humanity has placed ourselves on. He notes St. John Paul 

II’s teachings and remembers the words, “Human beings frequently seem to see no other meaning in their 

natural environment than what serves for immediate use and consumption… little effort had been made to 

safeguard the moral conditions for an authentic human ecology. The destruction of the human environment is 

extremely serious…Every effort to protect and improve our world entails profound changes in lifestyles, 

models of production and consumption, and the established structures of power which today govern 

societies”.  

 To those words, he also joins the teaching of Pope Benedict XVI, “Pope Benedict asked us to recognize 

that the natural environment has been gravely damaged by our irresponsible behaviour. The social 

environment has also suffered damage. Both are ultimately due to the same evil: the notion that there are no 

indisputable truths to guide our lives, and hence human freedom is limitless…Creation is harmed where we 

ourselves have the final word, where everything is simply our property and we use it for ourselves alone. The 

misuse of creation begins when we no longer recognize any higher instance than ourselves, when we see 

nothing else but ourselves”. 

 The popes discern true human freedom in part from St. Paul’s words this weekend to The Galatians, 

“For you were called for freedom brothers and sisters. But do not use this freedom as an opportunity for the 

flesh; rather, serve one another through love. For the whole law is fulfilled in one statement, ‘You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself’.” Our hearts are free only when we place them in the service of humanity and 

creation for the glory of God.  

 Pope Francis then assures us that this is not merely a Catholic issue, but rather a reality affecting all 

humanity and all creation. The moral teachings of popes join the discoveries of science and the voices of other 

religious understandings. “These statements of the Popes echo the reflections of numerous scientists, 



philosophers, theologians and civic groups, all of which have enriched the Church’s thinking on these 

questions. Outside the Catholic Church, other Churches and Christian communities – and other religions as 

well – have expressed deep concern and offered valuable reflections on issues which all of us find disturbing.” 

 In first year of its publication, Laudato Si’ has had a significant impact on both the Catholic Church, the 

wider society and global community as well. A survey taken six months after publication found that the 

encyclical had influenced one third of all Catholics in the United States to take the issue of global warming 

more seriously and over 60% of all Catholics better understood the impact it has on the poorest of our world. 

 An additional study taken later found 68% of Catholics in the United States recognized human 

responsibility for global warming and also recognized their own personal moral responsibility to make changes 

and advocate for changes at the national level. Internationally, delegates from the Vatican and other church 

and religious institutions attended the United Nations climate negotiations in Paris. They endorsed the Paris 

Agreement and assisted in bringing other nations along to endorse it as well.  

 Pope Francis developed Catholic social teaching by placing ecological issues in the center of concern for 

action. That is, he gave this issue a central priority in our moral life. We cannot simply dismiss this issue as 

peripheral or unimportant to our faith as Catholics. The encyclical does not map out the ways of reducing use 

of carbon based fuels such as petroleum and natural gas, but urges all people of good will to work together 

and make the necessary and difficult decisions to accomplish this. 

 In a special way, the Holy Father develops the concept of “integral ecology”. He takes a basic Biblical 

understanding: “the way we treat others ultimately comes back to affect us”, and applies it to the wider 

treatment of the ultimate common good; the environment. He uses examples of agricultural runoff polluting 

streams and rivers that need treatment downstream in other locations. Or pollution dumped into a harbor 

carried by ocean streams and destroying shrimp harvesting in another country. 

 This issue needs to be addressed in our national election. Our nation is the most influential country in 

the world, and we need to take the lead. The issue needs to be addressed in every community, including our 

city and state and our homes as well. Lay people are out in front on these issues often before many elected 

leaders and many bishops as well. This will be a classic example of lay people initiating the lead and the 

leaders following up. Some Catholic journalists have noted a remarkable response among lay people across 

our nation to this encyclical and to the entire issue of global warming.  

Hundreds of parishes have formed study groups and many Catholic universities and colleges are 

shaping responses to Laudato Si’. Church properties in parishes, schools, chanceries and other buildings are 

undergoing energy audits for conservation and transformation to non-fossil fuel resources. (Here I spent time 

explaining some ways our cluster parish properties have reduced amounts of carbon based fuels by greater 

efficiencies and retrofitting.) 

This movement among lay people can only lead the way for our elected leaders and our bishops. The 

first year of Laudato Si’ can only be referred to as inspiring and encouraging. The second year is now in our 

court as well. (“After all, Lorenzo is counting on us.”) 

 

 

 


