
Lord God,  

You promise to guide us through valleys of darkness to peaceful waters, but today Lord, we 

gather on this Labor Day and our nation walks in a great valley of darkness and our waters are 

troubled and greatly disturbed. 

Forces of hostile division and fear disguised as populists and “friends of workers” infiltrate 

your flocks like wolves in sheep’s’ clothing.  

Lord, your people are divided, governed by fear mongers, demagogues and the power of lies. 

The eerie specters of hatred, blasphemous racism, libertarian capitalism, and idolatrous 

nationalism raise their ugly heads powered by the dark forces from which they come. 

We ask you Lord, anoint this gathering of solidarity and anoint the thousands of similar 

gatherings across our state and nation. Anoint us Lord with the power of your love and the 

power of your truth that all in your eyes are equally loved and of equal dignity. 

Anoint us for the task for which we are best known: building communities founded on justice 

where all are welcomed, all are embraced and all are safe.  

Anoint us to build communities where everyone’s gifts are called for the flourishing of 

everyone’s humanity.  

Anoint our ears to hear the cries of the poor and oppressed. Anoint our lips to speak only the 

truth in love. Anoint our hands to reach out and lift up those who are beaten down. Anoint our 

shoulders to bear the tasks of bringing together again the shattered pieces of our nation’s 

soul.  

Anoint our feet to walk the paths of righteousness and anoint our hearts to break open with 

compassion and solidarity. 

Let our anointed works rise like sparks; with others becoming a flame of justice and truth 

forging our nation of diversity to a common vision of united hearts and souls.  

This solidarity of working women and men and their friends and advocates will not despair or 

shrink from the tasks before us, no matter how difficult or strenuous.  

Bless our gathering this morning. Bless this food, our conversation and our friendship. Bless 

especially those working preparing and serving this food on Labor Day. AMEN 


