
The Feast of Christ the King  

Gospel of St. Luke 23: 35-43 

 Those gathered at Calvary seem to share a strong consensus for solid proof for any king’s identity: 

“Save yourself.” If you are a real king, you will certainly utilize whatever resources available to preserve your 

own life. In our own nation, we spend considerable sums of money protecting our national leaders and rightly 

so. Many like me remember the horrific impact of President Kennedy’s assassination on our nation as well as 

the day President Reagan was shot in an assassination attempt. An attack on our president is considered an 

attack on all of us.  

The Temple leaders and other Jewish religious leaders knew for certain if King Herod was in personal 

danger, he would certainly save himself. The Roman soldiers are equally certain that if Caesar’s life were 

threatened, he would do all that was necessary to save himself before anyone else.  

 Even one of the thieves understood a king’s identity would be known for his ability or at least desire to 

save himself and do all that was necessary to preserve his power and authority. So it is understandable for 

them to offer Jesus the opportunity to prove once and for all his claim to be the Messiah, the King of the Jews; 

“Save yourself.” 

 But Jesus is not a king ever drawn to self-interest, self-promotion and certainly not self-preservation. 

Those are not his values or his life objectives. Jesus was a man totally void of self-interest. Every miracle he 

performed was always and only a service to those in need. He never performed a miracle to provide proof of 

his real identity, and he would certainly not begin now as his life slipped away in the agonizing and cruel 

horror of crucifixion. Those voices “save yourself if you are the King of the Jews,” spoken as much in mockery 

as opportunity of proof passed through him with no attraction or interest. 

  For Jesus, his only interest was fulfilling the will of his Heavenly Father by proclaiming and revealing 

the Kingdom of God. And that also meant his only interest was us, our needs, our wounds, our sins, our sense 

of loss, our experience of death as separation from all that is good and holy and righteous. So of all the voices 

at Calvary that afternoon, the only voice Jesus truly hears is the voice of the other thief crucified with him. 

Crying out to be remembered, the thief wants to be with him in that Kingdom Jesus lived and ultimately died 

for. 

 This might have been his first prayer ever. It might have been the only prayer he ever spoke, but it was 

the only prayer he ever needed. Jesus didn’t ask him to list all his sins or if he was truly sorry for the life he had 

lived. From one tortured soul crying out to Jesus, Jesus responds, “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with 

me in paradise.” This is the epitome of Jesus’ mercy. 

 There could not have been a more perfect gospel passage for this Sunday bringing the Jubilee Year of 

Mercy to a close. As church, we must all be committed to ending the year but at the same time continue the 

great and eternal call to bring healing to the world around us with God’s overflowing mercy. The year’s 

conclusion must be only the first step to our commitment to the corporal and spiritual works of mercy. 

 In addition to ending the Jubilee Year as Catholics, as Americans we have also brought an ugly and 

divisive political campaign to an end. The election may be over, but the terrible wounds manifested in that 

campaign continue to fester and these wounds would remain regardless of who won the election. Entire 

communities of people now live in terror of governmental action against them for their legal status, their 

religious beliefs or other minority status. The election’s divisive wounds have also created bitterness within 

families, friendships, workplaces and all other aspects of our nation’s soul. 



 Our nation is in critical need of healing and renewal. An internet swamped with ultra-right or ultra-left 

lies and distortions pretending to be news won’t bring the needed healing. The appointment of extremists to 

the next administration won’t bring the healing we need. The hostile demonstrations against the next 

administration all across the country won’t bring any healing.  

The Church can bring critically needed healing to our nation. Healing is our nature, our heritage, and is 

locked deeply into the Tradition. Healing is our DNA because we are baptized into the Risen Christ. He 

unleashed the Kingdom of God in our midst with the power of his mercy. He healed the sick, fed the hungry, 

gave water to the thirsty, and released those imprisoned from the darkness within their own hearts and souls.  

 Over twenty centuries, the Holy Spirit has raised up countless religious orders of women or men. Their 

task and charism almost always involved in various ways the works of mercy; and these works of mercy 

renewed the church and the wider society as well.  

 The three parishes of this cluster also have a solid foundation of these merciful works so no parish is 

starting with a blank sheet. But the tasks before us all are daunting and becoming ever more challenging.  

 The healing power of Christ moving through the Church is needed like never before. St. Augustine once 

wrote in these words, “And (the Judge) reckons to their account their works of mercy. “For I was hungry and 

you gave me food. I was thirsty and you gave me to drink. If you wish to receive mercy, be merciful before he 

comes; forgive whatever has been done against you and give of your abundance…These are the sacrifices 

most pleasing to God:  mercy, humility, praise, peace, and charity. Such as these let us bring and free us from 

fear, we shall await, the coming of the judge who will judge the world in equity and the peoples in his truth.” 

 Another great saint from the 8th Century, St. Andrew of Crete preached on the Lord’s passion. 

Reflecting on his entrance into Jerusalem, he wrote, “Let us also honor him, not with palm branches but with 

the splendor of merciful deeds to one another.” 

Pope Francis, “We must admit that the practice of mercy is waning in the wider culture. In some cases, 

the word seems to have dropped out of use. However, without a witness to mercy, life becomes fruitless and 

sterile, as if sequestered in a barren desert. The time has come for the Church to take up the joyful call to 

mercy once more. It is time to return to the basics and to bear the weaknesses and struggles of our brothers 

and sisters. Mercy is the force that reawakens us to new life and instils in us the courage to look to the future 

with hope.” 

The Jubilee Year is over. The fruits of what we have learned but still needs to be implemented remains 

like never before.  


