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  Our gathering today is a joyous one as we celebrate the living out of Christian marriage 

in the couples who have come together here at the Cathedral to give thanks for the blessings 

received in their marriages and to ask God for the continuing help that his grace brings to 

strengthen their marriages and help them to grow.  Our first word then, today, has to be a warm 

word of congratulations. We have couples with us today married 70 years, and 5 years, and 

practically every round number in between. It is a testimony to the goodness of marriage and the 

blessings it can bring.  Our gathering, however, is also a reminder that marriage is work, and it is 

not always easy.  This explains the nature of our gathering. In this Mass, we pray in thanksgiving 

for graces given, and we also ask for the continuing gift of grace to persevere in the 

commitments that have been made.   

   We are well aware of the world in which we live and the challenges to marriage today.  

Just yesterday, the Vatican published the working document which will guide the discussion of 

the special meeting of the Synod of Bishops in October on Marriage and the Family.  The 

document reflects the opinions gathered in the survey taken around the world last year and 

begins to develop an agenda for the bishops’ discussion.  It is clear that marriage faces many 

challenges. Many of them are grounded in a mentality which exalts the individual with little 

reference to the common good or the absolute importance of the creation of the human person as 

a social being.  What we celebrate today, in honoring these marriage anniversaries, is a lived 

reality.  In the lives of those who are gathered for this Mass, and many others throughout our 

diocese, we acknowledge the abiding goodness of what can happen when an individual chooses 

to embrace marriage and publicly commit his or her life to another, and, in the powerful love of 

God, cooperate with the Creator in the procreation of new life.  A family is born. 

   The new document underlines the key importance of the family in our culture: “In a 

family, a person learns a sense of the common good and experiences the goodness of living 

together (33).” 

   The document continues, quoting Pope Francis: “Without the family, a person is unable 

to emerge from his individualism, since it is the only place to learn the power of love to sustain 

life, and ‘without a love which is trustworthy, nothing could truly keep men and women united. 

Human unity would be conceivable only on the basis of utility, on a calculus of conflicting 

interests or on fear, but not on the goodness of living together, not on the joy which the mere 

presence of others can give’” (Lumen Fidei 51). 

   There is much for us to think about in all of this.  And I would submit that we often think 

of the importance of family when it comes to providing a caring environment for children. My 

experience, however, as I grow in wisdom and age, is that family is as important to young 

married couples in their relationship with their parents as it is to children. It gives their own lives 

a stability and security, as well as a model on which to base their own lives.  No doubt we will be 

hearing much about these topics and the Synod in the weeks ahead.  Today, however, we want to 

find in the word of God proclaimed in this Mass a word of guidance for those who are 

celebrating these wonderful anniversaries. 

   When first I was told that we were gathering for this Mass on the Feast of Saints Peter 

and Paul, I thought it would be a bit difficult knowing little about their marriages. (Of course, I 
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should note that June 29
 
was my parents’ wedding anniversary.  They married in 1938 and were 

married 53 years before my mother’s death.)  What we know about St. Peter is that he needed to 

get Jesus to heal his mother-in-law so that Peter could offer Jesus something to eat.  From that, 

we can presume he had a wife, but we don’t hear anything about her.  Paul, of course, was not 

married.  So, what do these folks have to say to us this evening?  I think the Scriptures this 

evening show us some very important things about life with Jesus Christ.  And it is our 

conviction that, at the heart of every Christian marriage, is a relationship with Jesus.   

   Notice then, first, the second reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Galatians.  He tells 

those listening to him first “of his former life,” which was, of course, one in which he persecuted 

Christians.  It was through God’s grace that he was called to see the truth of the Gospel and turn 

his life around.  

   Peter, of course, we know much better for the sinner that he was, the human being who 

enthusiastically assures Jesus at the Last Supper that he will stand by him in any difficulty but 

scatters as quickly as all the other disciples except the youngest, John, who we see at the foot of 

the cross with Mary, Jesus’ mother.  In the Gospel today, we are sharers in observing a beautiful 

encounter between Jesus and Peter after the resurrection.  And Jesus is showing Peter how their 

reconciliation is going to take place.   

   It is the familiar passage from John’s Gospel in which Jesus asks three times of Peter: 

“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” And three times Peter responds, telling Jesus that he does 

love him.  Peter even seems to wonder why the question is so persistently being asked as he 

replies the third time: “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.”  Jesus then gives 

Peter a mission, a mission we honor today in this feast, of being the head of the apostles.  

   We see Peter in our first reading putting into effect what he has learned from Jesus.  

When the crippled man approaches asking for alms, Peter gives him his attention, and 

remembering Jesus’ merciful gesture in an earlier visit to the same temple, he invokes Jesus’ 

name and invites the man to “rise and walk.”  

   And in this, my friends, is, I believe, the message the Scripture has for married couples 

this evening and, in fact, for all of us.  Both Peter and Paul tell us that their lives were 

transformed by having a relationship with Jesus.  They come to know of Jesus’ love for them.  In 

Peter’s case, he was able to witness Jesus’ mercy and care for the people he encountered.  Both 

Peter and Paul, touched by the mercy and love of Christ developed in their relationship with him, 

become the missionaries of Jesus’ message.  They want to proclaim this Good News.   

   What did it do to their lives?  It certainly did not make them easier to live.  They both 

encountered serious difficulties, imprisonment, misunderstanding, deprivation and, ultimately, 

martyrdom.  But it brought them happiness and joy knowing they were living in the love of God 

and doing what they could to bring it into the world. 

    It seems to me that is a noble goal for all of us, but particularly today, I would focus on 

married couples.  The document reminds us of something central to Christian marriage:  It takes 

up a theme articulated many times in Church documents: “marriage based on an exclusive and 

definitive love becomes the icon of the relationship between God and his people and vice versa. 

God's way of loving becomes the measure of human love” (Deus Caritas Est, No. 11).  Marriage is a 

vocation.  It speaks to us of God’s love.  God’s love is shown to us in Jesus and in our 

relationship with him. 

   In the encounter with Peter and Paul today, we see what that means.  Both come to know 

forgiveness or mercy, and love or care, from Jesus, and that grounds their lives.  The same is to 

be true for Christian marriage.  Know what God has done for you in Jesus and bring that 
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message into your marriage and the world. 

   It is popular to give advice to couples who are marrying.  Pope Francis has, on more than 

one occasion, done this.  He is fond of telling couples not to go to bed angry with each other.  

Resolve the problem first.  Great advice, but I always think of the wag who told me once he tried 

this, but he was getting little sleep.   

   My advice today is a little different.  I think the way to strengthen a marriage is to have a 

relationship with Jesus.  When we know ourselves to be as in need of forgiveness as did the 

disciples, we can also come to know the love they found, and we can discover the same joy in 

our lives they found.  Less focused on ourselves, we can truly look to the interests of the other.  

And that makes a marriage – two people joined together in a commitment to make the other first.  

The place in which we do that is right here. Here in the Eucharist, we are fed by God’s word, and 

Jesus comes to us in Communion.  He strengthens us for the journey of life.  Come often, be fed 

regularly, listen to the message, be renewed in God’s love, and bring it to each other and the 

world.  By so doing, you live out your vocation of being the Icon of God’s love.  The witness of 

married life becomes a living catechesis or teaching of the power and joy of God’s love not only 

in the Church but in society as well (Par. 19). 

   As we gather, then, on this special feast of Peter and Paul, we pray for ourselves in our 

respective vocations and particularly for the married couples that are with us today.  May we be 

touched by the example of the apostles to know the love of God in Jesus and to joyfully proclaim 

it in our world. 

 

+Most Rev. Robert P. Deeley 

 

 

 


