
Holy Thursday 2017 
 

During Holy Week, from Passion Sunday through Good Friday, the first reading of the Lectionary 
focuses on the beautiful Servant Songs from the Prophet Isaiah. These often long poetic canticles 
describe the coming One who will fulfill the requirements of God’s perfect servant.  

 
This promised One will engage the world’s suffering and gaping wounds. This promised One will 

heal the broken reeds and bring fire back to smoldering wicks. The promised One will not stand out by 
birth, status or title, will be overlooked as someone of importance and following seemingly defeat; will 
be unrecognizable. The promised One will experience rejection and sadness, yet in spite of questioning 
the value of his work, will trust completely in the God who sent him. Yet, only on Holy Thursday the 
lectionary has no portion of these Isaiah passages.  

 
The Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke all contain various versions of the words of institution 

spoken by Jesus at the Last Supper. These words surrounding the offering of His Body and Blood have 
become the basis of the Church’s Eucharistic Prayers since the beginning of the Church’s mission. But on 
Holy Thursday, the Church proclaims the Gospel from St. John. In St. John’s Gospel, there are no words 
of institution at The Last Supper. St. John’s Gospel, being the last written, recognized those words of 
institution had been well recorded by the other three evangelists as well as St. Paul, whose version we 
have in the Lectionary this evening in the second reading.  

 
Instead of the Servant Songs from Isaiah and the words of institution from the gospels, the 

Church proclaims the Lord washing the feet of his disciples at the Last Supper. For the early Church, this 
singular action both fulfills Isaiah’s servant prophesies and stands with the words of institution 
establishing the Eucharist for all time. This humble, compassionate, and tender care for his disciples 
symbolizes Jesus’ entire life and points to the manner of his soon to be execution dying by crucifixion.  

 
Interestingly, both the words of institution and the washing of feet are followed by a mandate 

from the Lord Jesus to his disciples. St. Paul tells us after both offering the bread and wine as his Body 
and Blood, Jesus repeats the words “Do this in remembrance of me”. After washing their feet, Jesus tells 
his disciples, “I have given you a model to follow, so that as I have done for you, you should also do”.  

 
This mandate from the Last Supper continues today in the Church’s life. That is why referring to 

the Eucharist, we call our gathering “The Lord’s Supper” and not “The Last Supper”. The Last Supper is a 
historical event that began and ended and cannot be repeated or re-enacted. But “The Lord’ Supper” is 
the continuation through time of the Lord’s life, his saving actions, his victory over sin and death; and as 
importantly his continuing mandate to his disciples of here and now, the Church gathered around the 
Sacrament of His Body and Blood. In “The Lord’s Supper”, the Risen Christ is fully present to his people, 
leads them in his sacrificial offering of gratitude to the Father in heaven, and calls them to lead a life of 
holiness by following his word, teaching, and example. Finally, he nourishes them with his own Body and 
Blood, the fullness of His Risen life that transforms, heals, forgives and makes new again. 

 
From the words of institution, the mandate “do this in remembrance of me”, assures us of the 

Risen Christ’s one, unrepeatable but eternal sacrifice is always present to his baptized people. These 
people shaped into his very Body and Blood by baptism’s waters are continually nourished by His Body 
and Blood under the signs of bread and wine. Gathered into his eternal sacrifice, we therefore also offer 
the fullness of our life along with Christ’s for the glory of God and our eternal salvation. 

 



The mandate following the washing of feet calls us gathered today to share fully in the mission of 
proclaiming the Risen Christ by joining him in a service that is humble, compassionate, merciful and 
healing. This also calls for the totality of our life and lived out in our day to day experiences.  

 
Our participation in the washing of feet symbolizes how this mandate is lived out through the 

lives of parishioners. Those participating are paired in humble service. There is a mother and daughter; 
religious formation and an adult being so formed; two veterans; two pastoral office managers; a married 
couple; and someone in prison ministry paired with someone whose life is affected by someone so 
imprisoned.  

 
These pairs of parishioners represent but a sample of the countless ways the Lord’s mandate is 

carried out in the lives of parishioners across the Sebago Lake region. The many married couples, 
parents, teachers and students, medical professionals and those requiring care; ministries to the 
imprisoned, the homebound, those in health care institutions; ministries to the poor through food 
pantries, soup kitchens, food drives and advocacy; those in government elected or appointed positions; 
those serving as first responders; those in the military or caring for returning veterans.  

 
Through all these and so many more, the Lord’s mandate of “do this in remembrance of me” and 

“as I have done so you should do” we are reminded of many truths: The Lord’s life and mission lives on 
in the church; the Lord’s work is never done; our work is fruitless without the Lord; there is always more 
work to be done then we have workers; we are in constant need of turning more and more to the Lord 
for his strength and caring grace. This list is also endless.  

 
As Church, we are always about remembering, but such remembering is not about simply 

recalling what has already happened. Remembering is always about being present to the Risen Lord and 
his saving actions always fully present to us in the Church’s life and most especially in the Eucharist. 

 
This is why on this one night we do not need Isaiah’s beautiful servant prophesies nor the words 

of institution in any gospel. Tonight we need to know the Lord continually washes our feet, the feet of 
his disciples. Tonight we need to know the Lord continually calls us to draw closer to his heart of 
sacrificial love and devotion. Tonight we need to know the Lord’s mandates continue and are fully alive 
in the parishes we worship. Tonight we need to hear again and again be committed to “as I have done so 
you should do”. 
 


