
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Gospel of St. Matthew 14: 22-33   

Peter Walks on the Water 

          Poor Peter. Again, he seems to be the one chided and scolded, the one taking center stage in yet another 

failure of discipleship. Sometimes reading the Gospels, we can think, “See what St. Peter is doing, and then do 

the opposite.” But not this Gospel passage. We all need to see what Peter does in this Gospel passage, and we 

all need to do the same. He is the only one to step out of that boat, the only space with any security during a 

storm on the sea. We can also be assured that what happens to Peter once he is out of the boat, will almost 

certainly happen to us as well.  

          Peter hears two sounds: Jesus’ voice and the power of the storm. So long as he focuses on Jesus’ voice, 

he continues his walk in faith. When he begins to hear the storm, Jesus’ voice fades, and Peter begins to sink. 

When we respond to Jesus’ voice and move forward in the midst of storms, we are stepping out in faith and 

growing in trust. 

            “Yes” Peter began to sink when he focused on the storm’s power in the dark of night, and “yes” Peter 

had to again cry out to Jesus for rescue, and “yes” Jesus did stretch out his hand and raise him from drowning, 

placing both of them in the boat’s safety. 

          But Peter recognized Jesus’ voice and got out of the boat. Peter responded to Jesus’ voice. Peter knew 

enough to cry out to the Lord when he was sinking. And Peter allowed himself to be rescued and reunited with 

Jesus and the other disciples. Getting out of that boat in the middle of that storm was an amazing act of faith. 

None of the other disciples got out of that boat, even though they all heard Jesus’ voice. He walked toward 

Jesus, toward that voice that was calling him and placed his trust in the voice that summoned him. 

          Jesus may chide Peter, but Jesus says, “O you of little faith.” Never does Jesus say, “O you of no faith.” 

The Lord can work within us and strengthen us even with the smallest amount of faith, no matter how great 

the fear. But the Lord is quite powerless within us when we exhibit no faith at all. Peter can be criticized for 

having only a little faith. But where are the other eleven? They heard the voice, but not one of them has dared 

to venture beyond the boat’s safety. 

          Stepping out in faith does not mean we will not feel fear; just as feeling afraid does not mean we don’t 

have faith. Faith and fear often live simultaneously in our hearts. We decide which voice gets our attention. 

We decide which one will ultimately rule our life.  

Here are three examples from entirely different contexts of daily life. 

          The First. Many are experiencing addictions from several sources. The headlines remind us of the terrible 

epidemic of heroin and other opioids killing so many, especially our young people. Many men know addiction 

to internet pornography. Alcoholism continues to overwhelm many from every age, social standing, 

educational background, and all other aspects of society.   

          So often, the addict knows she or he is in deep trouble but the many voices of their disease within them 

keep them from seeking help. Almost always, the one addicted must finally admit their powerlessness and 

seek help from others. This is like stepping out of the “boat of false security of denial”, and listening to the 

voice of Jesus summon them to sobriety and freedom.  



They can also be assured of many storms once leaving that boat. Early stages of sobriety are 

immensely difficult as the body begins to live without the addictive substance. Keeping focused on Jesus’ voice 

and growing in strength helps them remain on their feet for sobriety. For them, freedom from addiction is as 

miraculous as walking on the water. 

          The Second. There are many having experienced terrible suffering, violation, and loss at the hands of 

other people. This might involve an act of violence, a betrayal, a callous indifference to life, or a malicious 

decision to harm. 

          Their lives are overwhelmed with sorrow, loss and outrage. At some point, the question of forgiveness 

needs to be raised. Working at forgiveness is like stepping out of the boat and into the storm. Voices from 

within will bring great storms of protest: “No way am I forgiving! No way! To forgive will mean to excuse or say 

everything is OK. Forgiving will mean there will be no justice.”  

           In truth, forgiveness has its own time and place in a person’s life and forgiveness rarely comes early in 

the time following the tragedy. But forgiveness never excuses, minimizes, justifies, or forgets. Nor does 

forgiveness pretend all is well and we will just go along to get along. That is not what forgiveness is about. 

Forgiveness forgoes vengeance, not justice.  

Those hurt so badly are called to step out of “the boat of anger” to forgive. This leaves the security of 

anger behind. But with the voice of Jesus, healing will come to those so greatly violated, abused, or hurt 

maliciously; but now choosing to forgive.  

           The Third. Another example brings an entirely different context of life. The context can be the school or 

the workplace and someone is being bullied, harassed, or ridiculed. It might be someone who doesn’t seem to 

fit in: perhaps a refugee, a Muslim, someone who is gay or transgendered, or a single woman in the 

workplace.  

           You witness this happening and you know no one standing up for this person, no one verifies their 

accusations to the proper authorities. Someone needs to do the right thing and stand with this person. 

Someone of faith, listening to Jesus’ voice needs to step out of the “secure boat of silence” and speak the 

truth. For certain, storms of retaliation might come your way and the Lord’s voice can seem to be lost in the 

furor. But listening closely and you know what is right.  

           How do we pay attention to Jesus’ word and his voice? Prayer is indispensable. The Sunday Eucharist is 

non-negotiable. There are no short cuts, or quick and easy solutions. It takes discipline in the spiritual 

practices and virtues of our church and life. Like St. Peter, stepping out will be an act of faith. Like St. Peter, 

the journey will not be perfect. We may fall many times, calling on Jesus to raise us again.          

             Peter, like Elijah agree: The storm is not the voice and presence of God. But God remains faithful 

through the storms and speaks to us in and through the storm. God calls for trust, commitment and deeper 

faith. Stepping out of security and stepping into the storms of life will bring us to greater faith and deeper 

trust with God.  

 


