
4th Sunday of Easter: Good Shepherd Sunday 

 St. John’s Gospel 4:11-18 

While on vacation, I saw the movie Whiplash. The story focuses on a young man (Andrew) 

played by Miles Teller with a natural ability to play the drums. In many ways, he is considered a 

potential genius who can one day rank with the greatest jazz drummers of all times. He begins his 

first year in a prestigious music academy getting the attention of the professor in charge of the 

academy jazz band (Terrence Fletcher) played by JK Simmons. Simmons recently won the 

Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor for his brilliant performance.  

Professor Fletcher’s jazz band consistently wins national competitive awards and being in his 

company can assure open doors for the future. However, his genius at teaching and conducting 

jazz is exceeded by his abusive personality and cruelty in the ways he treats his students. With the 

most offensive of language fused with rage, he constantly keeps his students in fear of being 

rejected.  

They absorb his ridicule for the chance to be great. But as the movie progresses, any hope 

for greatness is overwhelmed by their broken spirits and crushed respect. Continuing to exchange 

their self-respect for the potential of greatness, they often end up losing both.  

Simmons performance of Terrence Fletcher depicts the classic cycles of abuse often trapping 

spouses, children, and others in relationships of toxic power. Simmons’ character is best described 

by the words in the gospel, “The hired man works for pay and has no concern for the sheep.” 

Throughout the movie, Professor Fletcher singularly focuses on his own self-glory, seeing his 

students as only means to that end. 

(Please know that while I highly recommend this movie, the language is severe and offensive throughout and 

the verbal violence is indeed frightening. For those who enjoy jazz, the sound track is beautiful. Also know that I 

receive no compensation for this recommendation.) 

In the Gospel, Jesus tells us being The Good Shepherd is about laying down his life for the 

sheep he knows intimately and loves passionately. Sheep of every flock will “hear my voice and 

there will be one flock, one shepherd.” Something about the Lord’s voice is different from other 

voices. Like Professor Fletcher, Jesus wishes to draw the best out of us and like Fletcher desires 

our talents to be joined together for the one common symphony of salvation. 



But any similarity stops there. The Lord’s voice while always challenging is founded on love, 

mercy, divine patience, and dignity. The Lord’s voice identifies those decisions we make and 

patterns of living we choose robbing ourselves of dignity and crushing our self-respect. But at the 

same time, the Lord’s voice lifts up our true identity created in his own image while summoning us 

to follow him. Following him faithfully draws forth our true identity and re-creates us as a new 

disciple in his flock. We discover freedom and the joy of following Christ. 

St. Augustine once said, “All good shepherds are one in the one good shepherd; they form a 

unity. If they feed the sheep, Christ is feeding the sheep… Christ himself is the shepherd when 

they act as shepherds. ‘I feed them’, he says, because his voice is in their voice, his love is in their 

love.” 

There are many positions of responsibility called to be shaped in the model of the One 

Good Shepherd. Among these positions are: parents, clergy, teachers, employers, medical 

professionals, law enforcement officials and many others.  

We are called to let the One Good Shepherd transform our heart and voice into his. Those 

in our care must hear the Lord’s voice in our own voice. Our voices must always have the best 

interest of those entrusted to us. They must hear the truth even if it stings a bit, but the truth must 

always be based on love and respect.  

If our voices and hearts are shaped by Our Good Shepherd, those in our care will also 

discover freedom and the joy of following Christ. They will be offered the opportunity to discover 

their true identity and the divine dignity already sealed in their heart and soul. No abuse, cruelty, or 

brutality can ever lead one to true freedom and joy. On the contrary, those only serve to damage 

fragile souls and wound inner dignity and self-respect. 

At the Eucharist, the Good Shepherd opens the Scriptures for us, calls each of us by name 

and feeds us with his very life, his very Body and Blood. The Good Shepherd is present to us 

always, but especially when we gather for the Eucharist. Deep in the heart of the Eucharist is the 

heart of the Good Shepherd. Our call is deep in that heart.  The deeper we enter into the mystery 

of what we celebrate—the deeper we enter into the mystery of Jesus’ call to eternal life and to 

living a life of discipleship. 


