
Second Sunday of Advent: Cycle C 

 Gospel of St. Luke 3: 1-6 

The opening passage from St. Luke’s Gospel is a veritable “who’s who” of the 

powerful and influential living and ruling from the familiar and the well-known places. 

The people of Judah were familiar with these names and these locations. These are the 

people ruling over them, exploiting them, clutching to their power and their thrones 

with tyranny and ferocity. These were also among those responsible at various times 

for sending the Lord Jesus to his death on a cross. 

God’s word does not go to those with positions of power, or to the places of 

importance, but to a nomadic and eccentric man in the wilderness. When God’s word 

touches the heart of St. John the Baptist, the result is a fire of passion for God driving 

John out of the desert as a man on a mission proclaiming and preparing the way of 

the Lord. The word takes possession of his heart, and he takes to the road on behalf of 

God’s word. For John the Baptist, God’s possession becomes passion, a passionate 

love for God. 

God’s word moves to where it can stir things up, kick up a storm, create a 

disruption. God’s word travels to the least likely places, stirring within the least likely 

people moving towards the least likely destinations. God’s word is unpredictable, 

unexplainable, and forever beyond our ability to understand.   

St Bernard of Clairvaux was one of the greatest minds and hearts of the twelfth 

century. He reminded the people of his time that there are three comings of the Lord, 

all intimately connected. In his own words, “In the first coming our Lord came in the 

flesh and in our weakness; in the middle he comes in spirit and power; in the final 

coming he will be seen in glory and majesty. Because this middle coming lies between 

the other two, it is like a road on which we travel from the first coming to the last. In 

the first, Christ was our redemption; in the last he will appear as our life; in the 

middle coming he is our rest and consolation.”  

St. Bernard reflected further on where to find God’s word, “Where is God’s word 

to be kept? Obviously in the heart…Keep God’s word in this way. Let it enter into your 

very being, let it take possession of your desires and your whole way of life… If you 

keep God’s word in this way, it will also keep you.” 

Once in our hearts, the divine presence takes residence in those spaces least 

expected. God dwells in those parts of our self we least like about our self. God dwells 

in those areas we least like to talk about, those parts we guard in quiet desperation. 

The incidents from our past that no one knows of becomes the areas of God’s “rest and 

consolation” that St. Bernard of Clairvaux speaks about. 

God’s word finds space to dwell in the deserts of our heart, the spaces in need 

of healing, forgiveness, tender mercy and acceptance. God’s word as in St. Luke’s 

Gospel, often bypasses what we consider our strengths, virtues, and gifts in order to 

heal and restore what is broken, rejected, cast aside and covered over with shame. In 

those moments, when we allow God to rest there, we begin to realize what 

unconditional love is all about, and how passionate in love God is with all that we are. 

We also move from being only someone wounded to what has been called “a 

wounded healer”. We are now on the road of redemption, serving God’s word with 

passionate love, and serving as a witness to others so wounded of the merciful healing 

of God. 



The Year of Mercy beginning this week reminds us that God is passionately in 

love with us and will not remain passive when we are in danger, disturbed or 

suffering. If God’s passionate love takes possession of our every desire and every fiber 

of our being, our every being will become the very mercy of God. What God reveals in 

our heart for us, we will become for others. This is St. Paul’s message to the 

Philippians. He loves them with the very love of the Lord Jesus Christ. He has allowed 

God to dwell in his heart and allowed God to possess his every desire. Now he loves 

with the very love of Christ. So do we. 

None of us may ever be listed in a “who’s who” of influence and fame. But the 

word of God considers every one of us as the most important of all. We are all called to 

be sources of God’s mercy for others. The bulletin this weekend informs on the ways 

the Cluster Pastoral Council is discerning the ways to serve God with the works of 

mercy. 

But as we all discern ways of serving others with God’s merciful love, let us not 

forget that each of us needs mercy as well. We can become so focused on serving 

others we forget to take care of our self. Where can God’s mercy bring healing in our 

hearts?  

What burdens have we carried so long they seem like forever joined to our hip? 

Some paralyzed by trauma of the past, abuse that they have never acknowledged or 

spoken of. Their heart and soul are imprisoned by a shame they are not responsible 

for. 

What wounds still fill our hearts with toxic poisons? Some find themselves in a 

wilderness, where life is out of control and are helpless. Many overwhelmed by 

addictions—alcoholism, illegal drugs and prescription pain killers, or pornography. 

They find themselves losing more and more control of their lives and less and less 

available to their commitments and responsibilities. 

Repentance is non-negotiable for realizing the passionate and compelling love of 

God. Repentance moves us away from the false gods and idols that ultimately 

abandon us in the wilderness, leaving us there to die, starved of love. Repentance 

turns us towards the living God and bathes us in divine love. This love first and 

foremost forgives and restores us to our true self. 

Let God already in your heart take possession of your heart and soul. In St. 

Bernard’s words, “If you keep God’s word in this way, it will also keep you.” Once in 

our hearts, like John the Baptist, God’s possession will become passion, a passionate 

love for God. 

This is what the power of faith can bring to our lives. The word integrated in our 

heart realizes God’s passionate love for all people. This is the love that the Lord Jesus 

Christ has for all people. When God’s passionate love takes root in our heart and soul, 

we become passionate about our love for God and our love for one another. 

The homily closes with a familiar closing of many of my homilies. Fr. Pedro 

Arrupe SJ (Master General of the Jesuits in the 1960’s and 1970’s) is attributed as 

saying, “Fall in love with God in an absolute way. What you are in love with, what 

seizes your imagination, will affect everything. It will decide what will get you out of 

bed in the morning, what you do with your evenings, how you will spend your 

weekends, what you read, who you know, what breaks your heart, and what amazes 

you with joy and gratitude. Fall in love with God, stay in love, and it will decide 

everything.” 


