
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Galatians 6: 14-18; Gospel of St. Luke 10:1-9 

 

In his Letter to the Galatians, St. Paul tells us in this week’s second reading, “May I never boast except 

in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me and I to the world.” 

This follows selections from the past weeks in Galatians where St. Paul reminds the Christians “you are all one 

in Christ Jesus”, and “for freedom Christ set us free. . .But do not use this freedom as an opportunity for the 

flesh; rather, serve one another through love.” 

These selections from Galatians remind us that Jesus’ death on the cross was the ultimate act of 

“freedom” and the ultimate act of “love”. In freedom, the Lord bound himself to us in love breaking the power 

of sin and death. In love, Christ unites all of us as one people in his paschal mystery. In love, the Lord sends us 

out as he does the disciples in the gospel for the purpose of sharing that with all of humanity. In our 

communion of life with Christ and one another and in our freedom, we are to share the mystery of the Risen 

Christ’s love with all creation.  

This can sound quite abstract and disconnected from reality until we begin to examine daily life and 

the impact these teachings can have in our life and the lives of those around us. Examining “freedom to serve 

in love” from Galatians and the freedoms we enjoy as Americans on this Independence Day Weekend, one 

example of “freedom of speech” can help connect this to our daily lives and the current situation in our 

nation. Every freedom and every form of speech or communication is a gift from God. Each gift implies a 

responsibility to utilize every gift for God’s glory and the building up of the human person and the human 

community. Freedom of speech becomes a responsibility to shape what we have to say and how we say it.  

At Calvary, Jesus heard words of rejection, ridicule, mockery and derision. His torturous death was a 

source of entertainment and satisfaction for much of the crowd that gathered. Yet, his own words from the 

cross were words of forgiveness, intercession, pleading, and mercy. This is the source of St. Paul’s “boasting in 

the cross”. Violence does not get the final word, nor do the grave sins of malice and slander. Only Jesus’ words 

and his love in the face of agonizing death has the final word in world history.  

 We all know the power of words in our life. We remember those times we struggled, faced tragedy or 

personal failure. We remember the offers of assistance and the power of kind words spoken at those times 

even when we were necessarily challenged. We would also remember any caustic put downs, the bitter 

satisfaction or a dismissive silence of those who were supposed to care about us and care for us.  We know 

the power our spoken words have as well. Our ability to speak words of kindness, challenge, and support; or 

speak words of rejection, scorn or cutting criticism affects lives of others as well.  

The massive changes in methods of communication and social media have greatly expanded our 

abilities to utilize our freedom of speech for good or ill. We know many who were supported and encouraged 

through these means of communication in their times of terrible sadness or harm. We have seen the use of 

smart phone video capturing moments of excessive force and the power of tyrants crushing their own people, 

thereby exposing them to accountability in the court of world opinion. 

On the other hand, we have also seen these same media used to harass, bully, ridicule, intimidate and 

even betray people. Many younger people devastated by such ridicule or betrayal have taken their own lives 

from the pain inflicted through such behavior. No method of communication or social media is good or bad in 

and of itself. Rather, it is how each of us utilizes it.  



Every one of us is responsible to God for the way we utilize the gift of speech and the methods of 

communication at our disposal. There is no escaping this responsibility. Malicious use of communication or 

knowingly slandering someone’s good reputation is gravely sinful. 

 Last September, Pope Francis addressed the Joint Session of the United States Congress during his visit 

to our country. In that talk he discussed the difficult work of seeking the common good and supporting the 

dignity of every person from womb to tomb. Acknowledging the damage of religious extremism and 

fundamentalism to the social fabric, he also challenged similar extremes present in the political process as 

well. 

 Early in his speech to Congress, the Holy Father said this, “A delicate balance is required to combat 

violence perpetrated in the name of a religion, an ideology or an economic system, while also safeguarding 

religious freedom, intellectual freedom and individual freedoms.  

“But there is another temptation which we must especially guard against: the simplistic reductionism 

which sees only good or evil; or, if you will, the righteous and sinners. The contemporary world, with its open 

wounds which affect so many of our brothers and sisters, demands that we confront every form of 

polarization which would divide it into these two camps.  

“We know that in the attempt to be freed of the enemy without, we can be tempted to feed the 

enemy within. To imitate the hatred and violence of tyrants and murderers is the best way to take their place. 

That is something which you, as a people, reject.” 

Whether Pope Francis was prescient regarding this year’s presidential election is anyone’s guess. Every 

election cycle we have to deal with half-truths, distortions, negative campaigning, exaggerated promises, and 

simplistic solutions to complex problems from all political parties and most all candidates. That is the nature of 

elections in a free society and something we have all grown to tolerate, as intolerable as it sometimes is.  

But this national election has seen such scapegoating on both the right and the left, and the 

repercussions are poisoning the nation’s soul. Among the many candidates, a very few and one in particular 

resorted to fearmongering and inciting contempt for entire groups of people. At other times, language that 

might be considered repugnant in a locker room became the conversation at a presidential campaign debate. 

Those candidates refusing to participate in such abuse of speech stand out for their integrity and dignity even 

when they lose. 

The danger Pope Francis states needs to be addressed. Are we in danger of “wanting to be freed from 

the enemy on the outside by feeding the enemy within all of us”?  

On the left, there is one street in Manhattan to blame for all our problems, which is “Wall Street”. The 

world is still recovering from the 2008 devastating economic collapse engineered or at least exploited by those 

who knew how to take advantage of the financial system. But not everyone working on Wall Street is to 

blame. Please remember that tens of thousands of people lost their jobs in an instant when financial 

companies collapsed. These people had nothing to do with rigging the system but lost everything because of 

it. Who is speaking on their behalf? 

On the right, the situation is far more disturbing. The demagoguery and blame game malign all Muslim 

people, and all Mexican and other Latino peoples. Implied racism and nationalism serve to feed the darker 

angels of our souls. Many conservatives, including US Speaker of the House Paul Ryan and US Senate Majority 

Leader Mitch McConnell have used their own gift of free speech to rightly condemn such language. 



Both left and right distance us from St. Paul’s teachings of being one in Christ, and to use freedom as 

the way of generous and sacrificial service to love one another. While thinking we are fighting the enemy on 

the outside, we end up only feeding the enemy on the inside. The result is severe polarization with “them and 

us”; “the righteous and the depraved”, “the friend and the enemy”. 

We live in a frightening world that demands vigilance, preparation and caution. But no situation in our 

world will ever be healed by scapegoating, demagoguery, or malice. Fearmongering only feeds the darker side 

of the enemy within and we stand in danger of losing our own soul as well as the soul of the nation. We must 

use our gift of speech to identify both the wounds and strengths common to all of us, and to shape 

communities where all can be welcomed and safe. 

 As I often do, Pope Francis has the final word and again from his speech to Congress, “Our response 

must instead be one of hope and healing, of peace and justice. We are asked to summon the courage and the 

intelligence to resolve today’s many geopolitical and economic crises.  

“Even in the developed world, the effects of unjust structures and actions are all too apparent. Our 

efforts must aim at restoring hope, righting wrongs, maintaining commitments, and thus promoting the well-

being of individuals and of peoples. We must move forward together, as one, in a renewed spirit of fraternity 

and solidarity, cooperating generously for the common good. 

“The challenges facing us today call for a renewal of that spirit of cooperation, which has accomplished 

so much good throughout the history of the United States. The complexity, the gravity and the urgency of 

these challenges demand that we pool our resources and talents, and resolve to support one another, with 

respect for our differences and our convictions of conscience.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 


