
 

 July 30/31 2016 

Dear Good People of God, 

Upon arriving at a new assignment, I will often say, “The priest presiding at parish Eucharist 

has a most privileged position of facing the People of God during the Eucharistic Prayer. In my 

experience, the longer serving an assignment, the more I come to know parishioners in intimate 

ways, most especially through their stories. These stories thus allow me to see Christ in those 

gathered for Mass.”  

Over these past seven and a half years, these stories have indeed been told in many places: 

the parish office with marriage preparation, counselling, or pastoral advice; the confessional for 

obvious reasons; the parish hall for church celebrations, family anniversaries, or luncheons 

following funerals or baptisms; encountering parishioners in grocery stores, and coffee shops. I also 

heard these stories standing with striking workers on picket lines or gathering for vigils grieving 

deaths of homeless people in Portland or gay people murdered in their own night club in Florida. 

These stories are also shared beside the beds of those sick or dying, in the funeral home, and at the 

cemetery. 

In these encounters, parishioner share their stories of joy and sadness, triumph and tragedy. 

They are stories of sudden changes (for good or ill) with health, relationships or finances. They can 

be stories of great accomplishments. Often they are also opportunities to finally share the story of 

terrible betrayal or great moral failure. And all of these stories are ultimately about God. God has 

chosen to walk with us in every moment of our lives and never abandon us. People’s recognition of 

God’s presence, even if only in retrospect, strengthens their faith and deepens their hope. They 

become capable of seeing great blessings in life’s most ordinary and simple moments and never 

experience life as a boredom.  

In all this then, over these past seven and a half years, I came to see Christ when facing the 

people during the Eucharistic Prayer. I know the multiple crosses of many parishioners, and remain 

amazed and inspired by the faith that draws them back to Mass week after week. The Church 

teaches us that the paschal mystery present on the altar is already present when parishioners 

gather together for Mass. In this assignment, I have witnessed this to be true. The Risen Jesus is 

continually dying and rising in the lives of the people gathered at the altar. As St. Augustine 

reminded his parishioners, “It is your mystery that lies on the altar.” 

I had last lived in Portland in 1984. So it had been 25 years since coming home again. So 

much of our beloved city had changed. Yet, some was no different than when I last lived here. These 

stories of God then came from many sources: people I have known for decades; our immigrants, 

refugees and asylees; young couples desiring a life created anew in Holy Matrimony; young families 

bringing newborns for baptism; pastors and ministers of sister Protestant and Episcopal churches; 

the many penitents finally freed from a burden of guilt they have carried sometimes for decades; the 

sick anointed for healing of body and soul; just to name a few. 

All of these stories taught me of God’s great fidelity to God’s People, strengthened me in my 

own priestly vocation, inspired me to deepen my own love for God, and moved me to prayer 

interceding on behalf of parishioners and in gratitude for your lives of faith. Having already offered 

gratitude to God, this is now my final opportunity to offer gratitude to all of you for your great faith, 

deep love and sustaining hope. I thank God and you for all your prayers, support, friendship and 

affirmation.  

Finally, let me offer three “Please do not underestimate”: 

 



The Changing Face of Portland and the Need of Our Faith Perspective 

Portland is in the midst of dramatic changes. We witness entire blocks of new construction of 

high end apartments and condominiums. We also are witnessing older housing and apartment 

buildings bought and transformed into more such market rate housing. The result is many 

neighbors of cluster churches suddenly being forced from apartments where they have lived for 

many years and living in fear of not finding another rental within their income in the vicinity. 

 This transition will bring as always a mix of blessings for our cluster parishes and challenges 

as well. Please do not underestimate the impact these changes will have on our cluster churches, 

our parishioners and our neighbors. Please do not underestimate the need for our faith perspective 

in these changes or the ability of our faith to offer a moral horizon bringing more blessings for the 

common good. 

The Witness of Immigrants, Refugees and Asylees 

Scenes of horror, grinding poverty, chaotic violence, and massacres have brought many 

hundreds of refugees, immigrants, and asylees to our City. They have often experienced and 

witnessed what no human being should ever have to live through. Yet, their presence in our parish 

communities, other Christian churches, and other faiths brings a style of worship always being 

joyful, thankful, with convincing hope. Please do not underestimate the power of their faith witness 

to renew all of our parishes and to revitalize them as the blood of martyrs has done for centuries. 

Please do not underestimate their contribution to our cities and towns with their moral vision, 

sound intellect, and strong family life. 

 Darker aspects of our state and national political life see them only as a means to induce fear 

and to blame them for situations of which they have no responsibility. There are legitimate issues of 

control of borders, need for safety, and just distribution of goods and services. These issues need a 

healthy, vigorous and respectful discussion. But please do not underestimate the power of darkness 

to create fear where there is no need for it, or to create division where people already choose to live 

peacefully together.  

The Jubilee Year of Mercy 

Finally, please do not underestimate the great grace of this Jubilee Year. This is no gimmick, 

quick solution, or spiritual Band-Aid for the great wounds we need to address in the world around 

us. Church history teaches us that when the church returns to the corporal and spiritual works of 

mercy and when caring for the poor becomes the priority, she realizes her greatest renewals. 

Usually this begins with new religious orders emerging to meet the needs of those cast away, 

forgotten, or beyond the capacity of already established communities.  

 This time, the renewal comes from the top in the person of Pope Francis. In many ways, he is 

only continuing the call begun by Pope St. John XXIII and continued by every successor of St. Peter 

to Pope Francis. But Pope Francis has gathered all these calls into this Jubilee Year. The Year of 

Mercy needs to become only the beginning of this great renewal. If in November, we put away the 

emphasis on mercy, we will deprive the Church of needed oxygen to breathe more deeply the winds 

of revitalization. 

Peace in Our Risen Lord,  

Father Mike Seavey 

 


