
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Gospel of St. Matthew 22:34-40 

Someone challenging the brilliance of St. Thomas Aquinas once asked him, “Is it true that God is 
everywhere?” St. Thomas responded, “Of course, a foundational truth is God transcends all time and space to 
be everywhere.” Well then, the challenger then asked, “If God is everywhere, is God in hell?” St. Thomas 
thought a moment and then said, “Yes, God is in hell.” The obvious question then came, “What is God doing in 
hell?” St. Thomas responded, “God is in hell loving the damned.” 

 
Another certain foundation of our faith is God’s unconditional, unearned, and passionate love for every 

single human being, every single person of every age, place, and time. There are no exceptions and no one can 
ever be exempt from God’s love or turn God’s love away, regardless of what they have done and regardless 
for as long as they have done it. It is a free gift from a God overflowing in generosity, kindness and a love that 
is merciful and ecstatic! God’s love is forever, in heaven or hell, God’s love is eternal.  

 
But the Scriptures this weekend, and especially the gospel do not focus on “God’s love for us.” Rather, 

they focus on “our love for God.” Our love for God is the essential response that completes the circle of our 
salvation offered by God’s love for us. The emphasis on our loving God is a needed reminder if not a wake-up 
call that our love has value and is valued by God.  

 
That is part and parcel of loving yourself. “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” As Catholics, we 

have the toughest time with that command. Loving God and neighbor is difficult enough, but loving our own 
self is perhaps the most difficult. Believing our love has value and is valued is meant to encourage and inspire 
us to love God and one another. A “one-way street” of love and friendship, for God is completely inadequate.  

 
Our love for God draws us out of self-centeredness and hard-heartedness. Our love for God opens our 

heart. Our love affair with God purifies our love, strengthens our love, and transforms the hard and stony 
areas of our hearts into flesh.  
 
 Our response to the psalm this weekend, “I love you Lord, my strength” is both moving and thought-
provoking. Do we ever tell God, “I love you?” Is there love for the Lord Jesus when we begin praying? For me, 
trying to remember every day is difficult. But I have established this habit when preparing to proclaim the 
gospel and preach. Sitting in the presider’s chair, I have a prayer before rising from the chair, “Lord Jesus, I 
place this in your hands that we may love your people and I love you.” 

 
 Our love for God affirms our reason for existing and validates the meaning and purpose of our lives. To 
say “God loves me” is a great truth capable of raising us to great levels of purpose. But to add to that “God 
desires my friendship and love” heightens those levels of meaning and purpose.  
 

Consider the person constantly put down, considered a failure and told from earliest days, “you are 
good for nothing.” Now consider that same person realizing for the first time that God not only loves her/him 
passionately and unconditionally, but also passionately desires his/her friendship and love in return. What an 
amazing and liberating grace in that discovery! 

 
Or consider someone having lived many years of decadent, self-centered, and destructive lifestyle 

finally coming to their senses and experiencing God’s great and merciful love for them. Perhaps they wonder, 
“How can I make up for all the years of decadent and degenerate living? What penance can I possibly do in 
return for God’s forgiveness and love?” To have that answered with simply, “God wants your friendship and 
love.” 



 
Our love for God breaks us out of isolation and moves us into greater community. When we love God 

and grow in our love for God, we become less focused on our own self, our own individual desires, wants, 
fears, and preferences. 

 
On the contrary, we become more aware of the needs of others around us, and we grow in a desire to 

connect with them. We are more drawn to others, and less centered on our self. Our love affair with God 
begins to develop in us the very likeness of God: greater compassion, a hunger for justice, and a desire for 
people to reach their own God given potential.  

 
Placing God in the center instead of our own self, is the foundation stone of community.  

“Love of neighbour is thus shown to be possible in the way proclaimed by the Bible, by Jesus. It consists in the 
very fact that, in God and with God, I love even the person whom I do not like or even know. This can only 
take place on the basis of an intimate encounter with God, an encounter which has become a communion…” 
Pope Benedict XVI, God is Love  

 
When we love God first and foremost, the amazing and perhaps ironic discovery is that we have more 

love for all our other relationships and responsibilities, and not less. Perhaps it is the stereotype of someone 
considered so “pious” they are singularly focused on God. Often the stereotype offers someone completely 
unavailable to anyone else. That is completely false.  

 
If we place someone or something above our love for God, we can be in grave danger of idolatry and 

the consequences are often serious and destructive. Let me give an example. Over many years of priesthood, 
several married couples have talked to me about difficulties in their relationships. Sometimes, what happens is 
one spouse decides to make the other spouse completely responsible for all their well-being, their happiness, 
their security, and their peace of heart and mind. In other words, one spouse is the center of the universe 
whether or not there is any desire to be there. It is a form of idolatry.  

 
Eventually, that relationship drifts apart. Either one spouse is tired of being constantly disappointed in 

the other for not taking care of all his/her needs, or the other spouse is tired of constantly being disappointing 
and walks away or both. When relationships reconnect to their proper order and God becomes the center, 
and the One fulfilling all our desires, needs, and happiness, there is healing and reconciliation. 

 
St. Peter Chrysologus: God’s desire to be loved rather than feared, to be a father rather than a Lord… 

The Lord says, you may fear what is divine, but why not love what is human? You may run away from me as 
the Lord, but why not run to me as your father? Perhaps you are filled with shame for causing my bitter 
passion. Do not be afraid.  This cross inflicts a mortal injury, not on me, but on death.  These nails no longer 
pain me, but only deepen your love for me.” 

 
“Nothing is more practical than finding God, than falling in Love with God in a quite absolute, final way. 

What you are in love with, what seizes your imagination, will affect everything. It will decide what will get you 
out of bed in the morning, what you do with your evenings, how you spend your weekends, what you read, 
whom you know, what breaks your heart, and what amazes you with joy and gratitude. Fall in Love, stay in 
love, and it will decide everything.” Pedro Arrupe SJ, Minister General of the Jesuits in the 1960’s and 1970’s. 

 
  

   
 


