
The First Sunday of Lent 

Gospel of St. Matthew 4:1-11 

The play and movie A Man for All Seasons, written by Robert Bolt, depicts the life of St. Thomas More, 

Chancellor of England under King Henry VIII. Unable to secure a divorce from the Pope, King Henry decided to 

break from the Church in Rome and form the Church of England. King Henry established the Oath of Supremacy 

declaring himself and all future monarchs of England as head of The Church of England, replacing the Pope. All 

officials in England were required to swear to the oath or face punishment most likely death. 

Thomas More, a devout Catholic, refused to take the oath and losing all his prestige and wealth, is locked 

up in the Tower of London awaiting trial. Eventually, he would be executed via beheading. His daughter Meg 

visited him several times, trying in vain to convince him to take the oath and secure his freedom and relieve his 

family’s new found poverty.  

Meg questions him, “What if you take the oath with your lips but know in your heart that you reject it?” 

St. Thomas More responds: “When a man takes an oath, Meg, he’s holding himself in his own hands.  Like water.  

And if he opens his fingers, then—he needn’t hope to find himself again.” 

When Meg reminds him of how much all this has already cost him and his family, she pleads, “but in 

reason, haven’t you done as much as God can reasonably want?” St. Thomas answers, “Well, finally…it isn’t a 

matter of reason; finally it is a matter of love.” 

In the Gospel, Satan takes Jesus to the mountain top and offers him all nations at his disposal. “Pure 

love” and “diabolical evil” look at the same world but see it entirely different. “Evil” sees the world to exploit 

and dominate for personal gratification and self-glory. No part of creation is seen as valued in and of itself. No 

person or people are valued for who they are. The only value of creation or any person is how much it serves 

the evil one. Evil sees domination as the only reliable force; and chaos and oppression as the pathway to 

dominate.  

“Pure love” sees the world through the eyes of compassion, mercy, and justice. Jesus and Satan both 

view the world with eyes wide open. Both want the world. Satan wants it, so does Jesus. Satan offers it to 

Jesus as a shortcut that avoids the cross. It can be delivered to him at that moment and forgo the mission set 

before him. “Why all this needless rejection, suffering and death on a cross? Get them before they get you. 

Put them under your thumb before their thumbs pound in those nasty spikes. Don’t be a fool! For once, take 

the path of least resistance and guarantee your success.” 

Temptations ultimately try to destroy our integrity; the true identity God call us to be. Integrity allows 

us to be faithful without being self-righteous; truthful and honest without being crushing and condemning. 

Integrity allows us to be just without rejecting mercy. Integrity allows us to be compassionate without 

enabling.  Integrity allows us to stand firm, but not be stubborn; to hold on to truth while admitting we have 

more to learn.  

Integrity allows us to be committed to a community while avoiding a mob mentality. Integrity allows us 

to be true to ourselves and true to our identity before God. The greater our lives have integrity, the greater 

our ability to hold all this and more in creative balance.  



The devil wants our integrity at all costs, and knows that once we sell it, we could spend an eternity 

desperate to purchase it back. We will be approached in our times of great weakness, great desire, or bitter 

resentment. We will be encouraged to cast integrity aside, just this once, just for the moment. “This job is so 

important, fudging the resume can’t hurt and who checks on all that information anyway.”  “Sure I stole the 

equipment, but the other guy was going to be fired anyway, so why not blame it on him?” “OK I took the 

money, but they have so much, they won’t miss it.” “I know she wants to keep the baby, but her parents and I 

told her we are too young, can’t afford it and have our life before us. Just get an abortion and it will all be over 

and done with.” 

We see it every day in the headlines: sports figures caught using performance enhancing drugs, 

government officials lie before Congress, corporations sell pharmaceuticals or other products they already 

knew were dangerous, but placed them on the market anyway under a guise of ignorance. Some workers fake 

injuries and bleed a workers’ compensation fund while other workers suffer terrible injuries on the job and 

face huge obstacles to any benefits whatsoever.  

Temptations come with whispers of greatness, promises of actions without consequences, assurances 

of escaping responsibility and offers of sweetness of revenge. The result is a decline in trust, a rise in cynicism, 

a breakdown in community and a society bent on self-destruction fueled by blaming others, “getting what’s 

coming to me”, and “taking what I deserve”. “After all, everyone is doing it, aren’t they?” 

Well, frankly, no, everyone is not doing it! Many people live lives of integrity and honor. Their word is 

their bond, their heart is gold and their soul sees the world through the eyes of pure love. Their motivation is 

the innate dignity of every person, the sacredness of all creation, and ultimate value of true community.  

No one may live it perfectly, and everyone has their own weakness and inner corruption, but many live 

lives of great integrity. This includes sports figures, government leaders, business owners, labor executives, 

and all other professions and walks of life. Like everyone else, they all struggle with temptations in times of 

weakness and bitterness, but their integrity is a mighty barrier and the sure sign of Christ’s presence in their 

life. 

The Church teaches us that we are saved through the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ. His humanity 

is now glorified fully with the Father in heaven. He shared the fullness of our human nature with all its 

corruption, weakness, and wounds. He walked our daily life and encountered the power of demonic 

temptations whispering in his ears to walk away from his destiny and mission.  

But the Lord walked the path of complete and full integrity and never wavered or fell into sin. The Lord 

Jesus looks at us with pure love and we now share in the fullness of his glorified humanity through grace and 

mercy. Even in moments of failure, disobedience or faltering, we are not lost but called by mercy to rise again, 

get back on the path and continue again the destiny that is ours of eternal life.  

St. Augustine put it in these words, “In Christ we are tempted. In Christ we are victorious…He could 

have kept the devil from himself; but if he were not tempted he could not teach you how to triumph over 

temptation.” That might seem more than reasonable, but as Robert Bolt wrote, placed on the lips of St. 

Thomas More, “Finally, it isn’t a matter of reason, finally it is a matter of love.” 

 


