
Epiphany 2015 
A Passion for God 

There are perhaps no two groups of people any more different than shepherds and 
Magi.  Shepherds worked in the lower rungs of society, wandering with their herds, 
exposed to the dangers of elements and wild beasts, scorned by others for their 
outward appearance.  They were Jews in culture and religion.  They worked long and 
hard, earned little, and placed what little hope they had in life in the promises of God. 

Magi were pagans and intellectuals. They were employed in the palaces and courts of 
foreign lands, probably ancient Persia or what is today Iran or Afghanistan. Monarchs 
and wealthy elite sought them out for their wisdom and counsel. They examined the 
formation of stars and constellations, predicted life’s events and were paid a hefty fee 
for their interpretations. 

In many ways, each group would never consider themselves as appropriate candidates 
for a divine invitation. Shepherds would expect such invitation would go to the elites 
and the leaders in Jerusalem. No one would expect that shepherds in Bethlehem 
would be on such a notable list. Certainly Magi would not consider Judah on their 

travel plans. 

Yet, here they are, both shepherds and Magi gathered together at one manger, for one 
birth of one child. Both groups were summoned through the heavens under which 
they slept, or through which they interpreted.  No other event could summon two more 
different groups of people than the birth of this child.   

Each group has their own particular obstacles to overcome, preventing them from 
responding to this divine invitation. The shepherds’ faced danger of internalizing their 
place in society. Their station in life is established beyond their control or choice. They 
were unimportant because that was their destiny. What everyone says about them 
must be true. It would be easy to project that onto God. God made us despicable. It is 
God’s will.  

The heavenly choirs that night of the Lord’s nativity revealed God’s great love for them 
and they become bearers of good news from within the Chosen People. The shepherds 
allowed these angelic visions to move their hearts and to respond with faith to their 
message. This openness allowed them to realize their true place in the heart of God. 

The Magi’s curiosity and wonder raised them above the corrosive dangers associated 
with their affluence and influence. Their journey to a foreign land could cost them 
their prestige and influence in their own country and loss of influence inevitably 
means loss of accompanying income. They had no idea where the star was leading 
them, how long would be their journey, and if they would ever return to their 
homeland. But the possibility of coming to know the one true God outweighed these 
potential costs. 

Therefore, both groups moved out of what was familiar and comfortable, to journey 

into the unknown, the unfamiliar. Perhaps the word to describe this would be passion. 
For all their differences, the Magi and shepherds had a passion to know God. This 
passion is one truth common to all humanity. There is a passion to know the truth 
and a passion to believe in a God who reveals the truth. And this passion knows no 
boundaries of age, social status, gender, race, ethnicity or intelligence. 

Our passion for God will affect every other aspect of our lives. It will deepen our 
passion in marriages and families, deepen passion in our parish life, and affect how 
we treat others in the workplace and other locations of human contact. 

Passion for God needs to be continually nurtured and the embers constantly stirred 
into flame again and again. Passion can be passed by or simply die for lack of 
attention. We see that in the gospel passage as well. 



When the Magi reach Jerusalem, King Herod consults the religious leaders. The King 
has no idea where the Messiah will be born. These Temple leaders have accurate 
knowledge of prophecies regarding the Messiah’s birth. But they are unmoved by the 
Magi’s testimony. They are unmoved spiritually, and therefore do not move from their 
comfortable lifestyle or influential positions in Jerusalem’s hierarchy. The political and 
religious leaders have lost whatever passion they had. The Magi refuse to lose theirs. 

The Magi would not let the comfort of their privileged life block God’s invitation to a 
journey of faith. The leaders in Jerusalem would not let their witness interrupt their 
comfortable life. Knowing about God and knowing God are entirely different realities.  

Passion and desire for God always remain with the potential to be rekindled and come 
alive yet again. God’s invitation to share divine friendship, love and life are always 
present to us. The light of the Risen Christ has summoned all of us through the power 
of the Church’s proclamation of the Gospel, celebration of the sacraments and 
generous service.  

We are now called to summon others and welcome them to an awareness of their own 
innate desire for God. We can do that most effectively by witnessing our own passion 

for God and the power of God’s passionate love within us. We are all extended a divine 
invitation to this journey of faith, the same invitation that summoned Magi and 
shepherds. Along the journey of faith, we may be called to move beyond what is 
familiar and comfortable into more challenging spaces of faith.  

“Nothing is more practical for finding God, than falling in Love in a quite absolute, 
final way. What you are in love with, what seizes your imagination, will affect 
everything. It will decide what will get you out of bed in the morning, what you do with 
your evenings, how you spend your weekends, what you read, whom you know, what 
breaks your heart, and what amazes you with joy and gratitude. Fall in Love, stay in 
love, and it will decide everything.” Pedro Arrupe (Superior of the Jesuits during the 
1960’s and 1970’s). 

Shepherds and Magi shared very little in common. But they did share a passion for 
God and an openness to transcendence. They indeed followed divine invitation to “put 
out into the deep for a catch”. Today, we still tell their stories and continue to learn 
from their witness.  

 


