
Epiphany 
 
Henry Van Dyke’s short novel, The Story of the Other Wise Man, tells of a fourth Magi named 
Artaban. He was also planning to join the three Magi on their eventual destination of Bethlehem. 
Although he departs later than they, always remaining one step behind everyone else, but his 
suitcases also include precious jewels and ornaments intended for the newborn king.  
 
Artaban arrives in Bethlehem not only after the other three have made their homage and presented 
their gifts. He also arrives after Joseph has taken the child and his mother to Egypt to escape 
Herod’s evil intentions. While there, Artaban witnesses Herod’s soldiers descending on Bethlehem 
carrying out Herod’s orders to kill every boy child in the village. Witnessing the slaughter, he saves 
one child by bribing a soldier with a precious jewel he intended to give to the infant Jesus.  
 
Artaban spends the next 33 years searching for the man Jesus in order to also pay him homage. 
His journey takes him across the Middle East, and he always tends to the sick, poor and abandoned 
wherever he goes, using his wealth to supply their needs. Eventually, Artaban comes back to Israel 
and ends up in Jerusalem during the Passover as Pontius Pilate has just finished ordering the 

crucifixions of those breaking laws that threaten his political power.  
 
Artaban wants to know who these men are, but again his journey takes another turn as soldiers 
come dragging a young girl who will be sold into slavery. Artaban takes his last precious jewel and 
buys her freedom. Shortly after that, an earthquake shakes the City of Jerusalem, and Artaban is 
struck with falling roof tiles and be lies dying on the streets.  
 
The girl he ransomed from slavery holds him in her arms, and the old man’s lips move saying ever 
so softly, “Not so, my Lord. For when saw I thee hungry and feed thee? Or thirsty and give thee 
drink? When saw I thee a stranger and took thee in? Or naked and clothe thee? Thirty-three years 
have I looked for thee; but I have never seen thy face, nor ministered to thee, my king.” Artaban dies 
and his journey ends. 
 
St. Augustine, “By loving your neighbor, you prepare your eye to see God…, Begin then to love your 
neighbor. ‘Break your bread to feed the hungry, and bring into your home the homeless poor, if you 
see someone naked, clothe him, and do not look down on your own flesh and blood’.” What will you 
gain by doing this? ‘Your light will then break forth like the dawn’.  Your light is your God... God 
does not rise or set but remains forever. In loving your neighbor and caring for him, you are on a 
journey. Where are you traveling if not to the Lord God, to him whom we should love with our whole 
heart, our whole soul, and our whole mind?” 
 
The Solemnity of the Epiphany is the highest feast of the Christmas Season. The Lord’s Nativity on 
December 25 celebrates the fulfillment of all Old Testament prophecies relaying God’s promises of a 
Messiah for the Chosen People. The Lord’s Epiphany manifests this same Messiah as a Savior for all 
people, Jewish and Gentile. If St. Matthew’s Gospel begins with the nations visiting the newborn 
Christ in the persons of the Magi, the Gospel ends with the Risen Christ sending his disciples out to 
all nations to baptize them.   

 
The glorified humanity of the Risen Christ is now poured out upon all creation and all humanity. 
The baptized have that special vocation to seek and serve this Christ everywhere and in all people. 
We, Jesus’ disciples, his brothers and sisters are now called to be the Artabans of our day and time. 
St. Augustine calls this a journey to see the face of Christ, and to love God with all that we are.   

 
In our spiritual search, I assure you that God will lead us to places where we would not ordinarily 
go. But led by an inner voice and wisdom, we will go where we are called, and where we are led. We 
may not travel far geographically, perhaps only a few blocks or a few houses away. But we will 
travel in the dark of human suffering, and we will witness both humanity’s ability to visit evil upon 
one another and the indomitable human spirit persevering with fidelity in the face of that evil.  



 
“Faith is born of an encounter with the living God who calls us and reveals his love… Transformed 
by this love, we gain fresh vision, new eyes to see; we realize that it contains a great promise of 
fulfilment, and that a vision of the future opens up before us. Faith… becomes a light for our way, 
guiding our journey through time… We come to see that faith does not dwell in shadow and gloom; 
it is a light for our darkness.”---Pope Francis, The Light of Faith 
 
 
 


