
19th Sunday of Ordinary Time: Cycle C 

Letter to The Hebrews: 11:1-2, 8-12 

 

Mark Twain once said, “There are two important days in your life. The first is the day you were born 

and the second is the day you found out why.” 

The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews tells us of Abraham’s life of faith and the day he discovered 

why he was born. Abraham was the first human being God revealed himself to and it was a 

revelation that changed everything in Abraham’s life. Before Abraham, no one had known the Lord 

and no one even knew of the One True God. The sacred writer is corresponding with Christians in 

his church encouraging them to trust the promises God has made to them by the evangelists who 

preached the gospel to them. His encouragement is founded on the impact God’s love had on the 

holy ones before them and the great faith that occurred within them.  

Abraham was a pagan living in the Middle East but far from what is now Israel, The Promised Land. 

He was known as someone affluent and generous, a man of gracious hospitality. He would have had 

a sound reputation in his village and life was secure, familiar, safe and easily predictable. But after 

encountering The Living God, all that changed. He moved from the safety and familiarity of his 

village to the great unknown. As the writer of Hebrews states, “He went out not knowing where he 

was going and sojourned in the promised land as in a foreign nation.” Another way of saying that is 

a line from a song in the 1980’s, “He came home to place he had never been before.”  

Because Abraham was the first person God revealed himself to, he had no prior witnesses of faith to 

encourage him to trust God’s promises. There was no one who could verify his experience of The 

Living God. We had families and the church to share faith with us and gift us with the truth of who 

God really is. God’s revelation to Abraham was a completely different experience from all the “gods” 

he worshipped as a pagan. The difference is “love” and “love” is the difference. What else could 

compel Abraham to leave all behind and place trust in this God he had never known or known of 

before? 

God even promised Abraham that he would be the father of many nations. And Abraham believed 

this in spite of the fact he was elderly and has wife Sarah had never been able to give children. And 

here we are! Our gathering today is the continuation of God’s promise to Abraham. He went as 

directed and trusted God’s promises. Today he is the father of multiple nations of faith in the One 

True God and we share in that. 

When we think of leaving the familiar for the unknown in religious terms, we might focus on the 

wonderful call missionaries have. Entire religious orders are dedicated to missionary fields across 

the globe. Men and women leave all the familiar aspects of their daily life and upbringing and go to 

the most impoverished and under developed areas on the planet. Or in our own nation, agencies 

like the Peace Corps is quite similar. 

But this also happens in daily life as well without any geographical travelling. Consider an engaged 

couple preparing for married life. They both leave their own families and familiar ways of living life 

to form their own life together. That involves a considerable amount of discovery and letting go of 

what is familiar to embrace what is needed for a couple and family to emerge. 

Or consider the birth of the first child. New parents face huge changes in their lives often resulting 

in great stress and strains. Perhaps you heard the story of the young man standing at the foot of 

his wife’s hospital bed having just witnessed the birth of their first born child, a daughter. Although 

the nurse scooped the baby into his wife’s awaiting arms, he remained at the foot of the bed 

transfixed. Finally a doctor approached him, “Your daughter has already been born and is with your 

wife.” He responded, “I know. I’m waiting for the Owner’s Manual!” 



And parents tell me when the second child comes along, it is not just a matter of simply doubling 

everything. It is much more complicated and demanding than that. Yet these are the decisions 

parents make to have children. They journey into the unknown based on tremendous love and 

trust. Those of faith also know the God who created their children will walk with them in the raising 

of them as well.  

This is one reason the Church teaches us that when the spouses are baptized, the marriage is a 

sacrament. That is the sacrifices they make, the decisions to make those sacrifices and the 

challenges are all united to the sacrifice of Christ upon the cross. His love revealed at Calvary 

unites with the couple, the young parents as a source of grace that strengthens, consoles, and 

encourages them. The love of the Lord Jesus united with the couple’s love becomes a source of 

divine love for each other, their children and all people who are part of their circle of life. 

So going back to Mark Twain’s words, the day you find out why you were born will be the day you 

discover a love that changes your entire life from the inside out. It is the day you realize the great 

changes needed in your own life to let that love become part of you, take root and nurture. And let’s 

your love take root and nurture in the other. Ultimately, it is the discovery of the Living God that 

truly upends our life. When love upends our life and we will sacrifice whatever to live that out, we 

have encountered the Living God. If we experience this, we will remember the day we were born but 

we will also remember the day we discovered why. 

Pope Francis wrote in the encyclical letter Lumen Fidei: “Faith is born of an encounter with the 

living God who calls us and reveals his love, a love which precedes us and upon which we can lean 

for security and for building our lives. Transformed by this love, we gain fresh vision, new eyes to 

see; we realize that it contains a great promise of fulfillment, and that a vision of the future opens 

up before us.” 

Fr. Pedro Arrupe, Master General of the Jesuits from 1960’s-early 1980’s. “Nothing is more practical 

for finding God, than falling in Love in a quite absolute, final way. What you are in love with, what 

seizes your imagination, will affect everything. It will decide what will get you out of bed in the 

morning, what you do with your evenings, how you spend your weekends, what you read, whom 

you know, what breaks your heart, and what amazes you with joy and gratitude. Fall in Love, stay 

in love, and it will decide everything.” 

 


