
 

ECHOING GOD’S WORD 
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February 26, 2017 

 

Lectionary Readings:  

 

Isaiah 49: 14-15   God is depicted as Mother.  

1 Corinthians 4:1-5   Paul's loyalty to God.  

Matthew 6: 24-34   An exhortation to trust in God’s power.  

 

Matthew:  
 

   Matthew's Gospel was written perhaps in 80-85 AD. Scholars tell us that Matthew wrote for a 

mostly Jewish audience in Asia Minor or Damascus. With the destruction of Jerusalem and its 

Temple in 70 AD, most Jews were dispersed from the Holy Land. Some ended up in Damascus, etc.  

   Matthew, himself a Jew and perhaps a rabbi, converted to the Christian faith and wrote 

especially for Church leaders about Jesus, his origins, his teachings, his miracles, his Passion, Death 

and Resurrection.  

    Our passage today begins by speaking of our total commitment to God. Our Master is God; 

not the things of this world. We cannot have divided lives. God and nothing else.  

   Loving and hating are Emetic ways of expressing comparisons. In those languages, loving 

and hating are ways of comparing our feelings. I must hate my mother and father to show that I love 

God more.  

   What are we to wear, or eat, or drink? Will God take care of us? We have more value than 

birds or flowers.  

   In those days, there was a controversy among scholars of the Law of Moses: What if a slave 

has two masters? Whom shall he or she obey? We can have only one Master. It is the Lord God. 

Jesus takes a position: Why argue? God is the only Master!  

   Jesus gives an illustration: God or money? No one would dare to say that money is my 

master. No divided loyalties.  

   Mammon is derived from an Aramaic word. Its usual connotation is not negative. Only in 

Matthew and Luke do we have a negative connotation.  

     Gentiles do not know the God of Israel. How can they have confidence that life will be OK 

for them?  

   If we make God our real priority, God will take care of us. In the Lord's Prayer, we ask God 

to give us our bread daily. Who can thus be in need?  

 

Isaiah: 

 

   Isaiah brings us many images which cause alarm even in our own times: God as “Mother”? 

The love of God for his people is like that of a mother for her own child! Even if a mother should 

forget her own child (Is that ever possible?), God will never forget his own children. How consoling 

is that image? My mother always had compassion for her own children. She knew how to forgive 

when we did anything wrong.  



 

Corinthians:  
 

   Paul addresses the Corinthian community to correct certain errors that have crept into their 

thoughts and practices after he had preached to them and departed for another mission. Now he 

reminds them that they themselves have become the “Temples of God.” The individuals and the 

community have become sacred. Some of them had started practicing conducts which they 

considered approved by God: such as incest, etc. As “wisdom,” they should consider the wisdom 

which comes from loving Christ. The Corinthian community ought to boast only about Christ, not 

themselves.  

 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION  
 

   1. In what practical ways are you challenged by the teaching of Jesus on generosity and love? 

Have you ever felt the call to forgive those who have done you harm? Are there some relatives or 

family members whom you find difficult to love? What would it take for you to be able to love as 

Jesus did? What would it cost you? What would you have to give up?  

 

   2. Discuss the ways in which Jesus asks his disciples to practice humility and meekness. How 

is that different from allowing others to abuse us? Does Jesus require that we become “doormats” 

and allow everyone to walk all over us? Does Christian humility oblige us to slip into low self-

esteem? How can we preserve our dignity as human beings and as children of God and still “turn the 

other cheek”? 

 

   3. What are the ways in which the love of God and of neighbor will “be perfected” in us as in 

the heavenly Father? Discuss what that means. What are the processes by which we become like 

God? Do we recognize that God has already taken the initiative in that regard by inviting us into 

fellowship with Jesus Christ through baptism?  

 

 

SUGGESTION FOR CHRISTIAN ACTION 
 

Seek out one person whom you have not yet forgiven. Ask that person to pray for you that you may 

be able to forgive. Move beyond the victim role to the role of empowerment and strength and 

maturity through forgiveness. 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

With all my heart I praise the Lord 

and with all that I am I praise his holy name. 

With all my heart I praise the Lord. 

I will never forget how kind he has been. 

 (Psalm 103)  

 

 

  

 



CATHOLIC DOCTRINE  
 

   In the Catholic Church we speak of two sacraments of healing: penance and the anointing of 

the sick. After baptism, we sometimes need to be reconciled to God if we have sinned. We need to be 

“healed.” 

    In the sacrament of penance, we read Scripture passages that assure us of God’s mercy and 

forgiveness. We go to a priest of the Church for this sacrament. After we confess our sins, we assure 

the priest of our desire to avoid these sins in the future. We ask for a penance and for absolution. The 

priest may give us advice in order to avoid these sins in the future. He instructs us on avoidance and 

gives us absolution. We are “healed” spiritually.  

   The anointing of the sick is also given by a priest. After baptism we may be sick: physically, 

mentally or spiritually. In the anointing, we hear Scripture proclaimed about the healing power of 

Jesus. The priest prays for our healing. We may receive this anointing several times during the same 

illness. The Oil of the Sick, blessed by the bishop at the cathedral during Holy Week, is administered 

to us. We are healed also by this sacrament.  

   Truly, Jesus practiced healing in his ministry during his lifetime. In the Church, we continue 

the ministry of the Lord Jesus. These two sacraments give us access to the healing of our Savior.  

During our life on earth, we come before the Lord for his healing ministry.  

   Who does not need healing? Only selfish, self-sufficient people refuse to be healed. The 

people of faith know of their brokenness. We come to the Lord in his Church to seek this healing.  

The Lord Jesus has not abandoned us. In sacraments, especially, we find our way to healing.  

 

(See The Catechism: # 1422 - 1532)  
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