
Easter Sunday 2017 

Billy came home from his second grade faith formation class and his mother quizzed him as to what he 

had learned. “Well,” Billy said, “today we learned about what happened at Easter. After Jesus died they put his 

body in the tomb. Then his disciples came and beat up the soldiers guarding the tomb. Then they stole his 

body and buried it somewhere else. Then they pretended he had been raised and gone back to heaven. Then 

they told everyone everywhere that’s what happened.” 

Billy’s mother walked over to him and said, “Is that really what they taught you today?” Billy said, 

“Well not really. But if I told you what they said really happened, you wouldn’t believe it.” 

“Do you believe it?” Many even wonder if we need a belief in God. After all, we have all we need and 

are well provided for. Constant breakthroughs in science, especially medical science provide for our basic 

needs. Why do we need God? What more can God give us?  Many wonder if there is anything beyond what we 

can see and that once we die, there is no existence at all. So enjoy it while you can because once it is gone, 

there is nothing more to life.  

We can and should be grateful for the wonderful advances in medical science. Diseases and illnesses 

once considered terminal from the time of diagnosis are now treatable and sometimes even curable. People 

once given the prognosis of “weeks or months” now live many more years of active and engaging life. 

Medicine has also developed new methods of controlling pain; bringing relief to many once enduring 

unstoppable agony.  

While we can and should be grateful for this, we must also recognize medicine’s limitations as well. 

Medicine can delay death but cannot ultimately deny its visitation to each and every one of us. At some point 

each of our lives ends in the world we see presently.  

Medicine can do wonderful things for physical pain but has yet to touch the burden of human 

suffering. Pain is a physical condition, but suffering is interior, both emotional and spiritual. Medicine can’t 

address the betrayal, malice, indifference, and rejection many have experienced that leaves gaping wounds in 

their souls begging for healing. Medicine nor any science has a response to the nagging questions demanding 

to know “Why was I born?”, and “What is the meaning and purpose of my life and the meaning and purpose 

of any human life?” 

Our technological advances can increase comfort and happiness but not joy. Happiness is wonderful 

but fleeting and unreliable. Joy is interior, durable and survives even great human suffering. Science can begin 



to develop robotic human “look a likes” and mimic human intelligence. But no science can even begin to 

replicate or mimic “love”.  

Love is what the disciples really experienced in the garden of the empty tomb and behind locked doors 

in the upper room. Love is the force re-orienting their entire life when the Risen Lord appeared to them. The 

Jesus of Nazareth they had known on the journey from Galilee to Jerusalem is now revealed as “Risen Lord” 

and “Savior”. The humanity he embraced within his mother’s womb is now bathed in divine glory at the right 

hand of God. 

Jesus took our humanity to the right hand of God, a place where humanity had never been before the 

Resurrection. This place at God’s right hand is free from the power of sadness, sin, death, despair, illness, 

disease, or corruption. The only continual experience at God’s right hand is “love” bringing joy and peace 

forever. 

When we encounter Jesus crucified and Risen, we encounter the complete outpouring of divine life, 

the fullness of divine mercy, and the richness of divine love. Only through the lens of Resurrection do we 

acknowledge in faith the power of God’s life and love pouring out of Jesus’s blood on the cross. Only through 

the experience of Resurrection do we finally come to know we are loveable simply for being who we are, our 

love is valued, and because of that our life has the greatest of all meaning and purpose. When we encounter 

the Risen Lord, we are already sharing in the power of his Resurrection. We do not need wait until our physical 

death. 

In his Apostolic Letter: The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis wrote this, “Jesus can also break through 

the dull categories with which we would enclose him and he constantly amazes us by his divine creativity. 

Whenever we make the effort to return to the source and to recover the original freshness of the Gospel, new 

avenues arise, new paths of creativity open up, with different forms of expression, more eloquent signs and 

words with new meaning for today’s world. Every form of authentic evangelization is always ‘new’.” 

Now the Risen Lord calls us to join him in the mission of redemption, a mission that brings glorified 

humanity to all people. We are called to bring all humanity to life, to make every person alive in divine glory. 

When Pope Francis tells us to “return to the source and to recover the original freshness of the Gospel”, he 

echoes the words of the gospel passage when the women at the tomb first encounter angels and then the 

Risen Lord. 

Encountering the Risen Lord in the garden, he tells them, “Do not be afraid” and “tell my brothers to 

go to Galilee and there they will see me”. 



Galilee represents the places of daily life, the places of ordinary work, the places where people live and 

love, dream and suffer. Galilee is the place where people thirst to believe there is a God that cares about 

them. This is where we are called to see the Risen One, and this is where we will serve the Risen One in all of 

his people. Easter gives us another way to live the daily life represented by returning to Galilee. 

Resurrection only takes us forward. Only Resurrection opens up as Pope Francis tell us “new paths of 

creativity” with healing, forgiveness, reconciliation and ultimately the complete transformation of our 

humanity. Every aspect of our life is called to be bathed in the divine light of Resurrection. We are called to 

see “new paths of creativity” bringing a fuller humanity to our families, friendships, workplaces, civil society, 

government and political life. Resurrection requires us to take a stand against every dehumanizing force and 

every power robbing people of their God given dignity. 

Easter is about new beginnings, a fresh start and creative ways of living a truly human life before the 

Living God. In a few moments, all those baptized will renew the promises of their baptism. We will “renew” 

them not “repeat” them. Renewing them gives them a stronger commitment, a deeper purpose, a firmer 

resolve to follow the Risen Christ and make new every aspect of our life.  

Many have taken all six weeks of Lent to prepare for this day of renewal of baptismal promises. Many 

were late in getting around to this spiritual renewal. Many were not here at all during Lent and many perhaps 

have not been here for a long time but deep inside wonder if there is a way back for them. The Good News is, 

whether we started on time, started late or have yet to start, a new beginning awaits all of us.  

 Make the renewal of baptism promises the new beginning of your life. Make this renewal the opening 

to welcome the encounter with the Risen Christ. Like the women at the tomb and like the disciples in the 

upper room, life will never be the same again. The change will be dramatic! How dramatic? Well, as Billy 

knows, “if I told you, you wouldn’t believe it.” 


