
The Octave Sunday of Easter: Divine Mercy Sunday 

Living Mercifully: The Two Streams of Mercy 

Pope Francis on mercy, “Let us open our eyes and see the misery of the world, the wounds of our 

brothers and sisters who are denied their dignity, and let us recognize that we are compelled to heed their cry 

for help! May we reach out to them and support them so they can feel the warmth of our presence, our 

friendship, and our fraternity! May their cry become our own, and together may we break down the barriers 

of indifference that too often reign supreme and mask our hypocrisy and egoism!” 

The word “mercy “comes from the Latin word “misericordia” pointing to “the heart’s misery”. God is 

merciful, because God is moved by the suffering of our hearts and of all humanity. God is moved to intervene 

in history to relieve suffering. This is manifested from Moses approaching the burning bush in The Book of 

Exodus to the Lord Jesus suffering and dying on the cross. They exemplify God’s solidarity with humanity, and 

God’s merciful love healing humanity from the pains of sin. 

In the Gospel, the Risen Jesus expresses this mercy by moving toward the disciples locked in fear 

behind the closed doors. As far as the disciples are concerned, Jesus is dead, his mission failed and their 

association with him places them in grave danger of arrest and possible execution. All they want is to 

somehow escape Jerusalem and return to Galilee. They have no expectation of encountering Jesus again. If 

they did have that expectation, they probably only expected chastisement and punishment for having 

abandoned him in his darkest hour of need. 

Jesus manifests mercy in his greeting of “Peace” when he showed the wounds from his hands and side. 

His visit among the disciples is not to rebuke or punish them for abandoning him or denying him. Rather, his 

visit gathers them together with him again in a bond of love and joy.  

Jesus not only re-establishes his relationship with the disciples. He establishes a new relationship with 

them, breathing the Holy Spirit on them and anointing them to carry on his mission. All of this came about 

without the disciples requesting it, recognizing their need for it, or performing any action to earn or deserve it.  

Jesus pays particular attention to Thomas’ lack of faith. Jesus moves toward Thomas, offering him what 

he had requested. He offers Thomas to place his fingers in his wounds and his hand into his wounded side if 

that is what he needs to believe. 

Mercy is perhaps the most endearing quality of God. Mercy is impossible to define, defies logic, is 

beyond words to accurately describe, and is unreasonable in its experience. But mercy is positively true and 

undeniably real. Mercy can at once be exhilarating and maddening. It can be exhilarating when we become 

aware of mercy’s power in our life. It can be maddening witnessing mercy in someone else’s life, especially 

when we are convinced someone is undeserving of mercy. Is there a good example for this? 

We see this played out before us as Florida prosecutors consider the death penalty for Nikolas Cruz 

murdering 17 students at the local high school. Many say, “He deserves the death penalty!” That cannot be 

disputed. There is a part inside me nodding in approval. But should he receive a death penalty? Whether 

someone “deserves” to be executed and whether one “should” be executed can be determined by mercy.  



Is there a place for mercy in the sentence Nikolas Cruz will receive? If not, then when does mercy 

apply? Mercy and justice are not mutually exclusive. How does a civilized society balance justice with mercy in 

the most horrific actions of malicious violence? That requires a very dramatic shift in thinking requiring a 

transformation of our nation’s heart and soul.  

How do we get mercy? We ask God for mercy. God is the only source of mercy and God pours out 

mercy at the slightest hint of a request. How do we earn mercy? When do we deserve mercy? What do we 

have to do to get mercy? Nothing! There is nothing we can do to get mercy beyond simply asking God or 

recognizing it within us. We can never earn mercy and we never deserve it. Mercy can certainly be 

experienced in various church devotions and spiritual exercises. But mercy can never be contained or 

controlled within any church devotion. 

Obtaining mercy is simple. But “simple” should not be confused with “easy”. Once God’s mercy is 

known in the depths of our hearts and souls, we become aware simultaneously of a divine call to a life of 

“living mercifully”. As God’s mercy is pure gift to us, our “living mercifully” becomes pure gift to the world 

around us. A life of “living mercifully” is also a challenging and demanding vocation. 

The readings this week give us two streams of divine mercy. One stream flows to us as forgiveness of 

our own sins and transformation of our heart. We are then called to be as forgiving toward others and God is 

forgiving of us. That is a tall order! 

The other stream flows from God through us to the poor, abandoned and wounded of our society. In 

Acts of the Apostles, we read of another tall order! Acts tells us the early disciples made no claims of 

“possessions as his own, but they held everything in common…There was no needy person among them”, all 

in need were provided for.  

This is a very idealistic and almost utopian description of the early church. One might ask, “How long 

did that last?” One response might be, “Well this is from Acts 4: 32-35. It may have lasted until verse 40!” But 

there is another more appropriate response. 

Religious orders of men and women give us great opportunity to reflect more deeply on the call to 

“living mercifully” and how this continues to live in various ways throughout the life of the Church. 

Consecrated religious take a vow of poverty embracing the very words from Acts of the Apostles.  

As a general rule, they hold all possessions in common, all their earnings and salaries are given over to 

the religious order, and those proceeds provide for the needs of all their religious community as well as 

assisting the poor of the world. They have continued to live the rule of life exemplified in Acts of the Apostles. 

But consecrated religious women and men are not called to “living mercifully” for us. Rather, they are 

called to model for all of us how lives focused on “living mercifully” reveal God’s love for the whole world. 

They teach us how to live a simpler life and to see our possessions as opportunities to serve those in need. 

Both streams of mercy are similar as they both flow from God. They differ only in their desired fruits. 

The Church fathers and saints developed our understanding of these two streams of mercy. Mercy sets us free 

from sin, fills us with the light of the Risen Christ and establishes a new relationship with God. Mercy 



summons us to a life of care, concern, and generous and loving service to the poor, suffering, neglected, and 

abandoned of our world. 

“Human mercy has compassion on the miseries of the poor…Divine mercy grants forgiveness of sins.” 

St. Caesarius of Arles 470-542, Bishop of Arles in Gaul (now France) 

A great saint from the 8th Century, St. Andrew of Crete preached on the Lord’s passion. Reflecting on 

his entrance into Jerusalem, he wrote, “Let us also honor him, not with palm branches but with the splendor 

of merciful deeds to one another.” 

Down through centuries and millennia, this truth has developed in the Tradition as the corporal works 

of mercy and the spiritual works of mercy. The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches, “The works of 

mercy are charitable actions by which we come to the aid of our neighbor in his spiritual and bodily 

necessities...” (2447). “Living mercifully” is our response to God’s gratuitous love poured in our hearts.  

The homily closes with another quote of Pope Francis, “God's mercy can make even the driest land 

become a garden, can restore life to dry bones. ... Let us be renewed by God's mercy, let us be loved by Jesus, 

let us enable the power of his love to transform our lives too; and let us become agents of this mercy, 

channels through which God can water the earth, protect all creation and make justice and peace flourish.”  

 


