
Sunday in Octave of Easter: Divine Mercy Sunday 

St. John’s Gospel 20: 19-31 

Before entering the seminary, I was involved in my local parish with various responsibilities. One day, a 

priest and I were in the main church preparing for a major holy day. The church at this time had a beautiful 

crucifix on the wall behind the altar. The knees on this corpus depicted the Lord having fallen three times with 

bruise marks and blood running down the lower leg. On the right hand side of the altar, there was another 

statue of the Lord ascending into heaven. 

As we were working, a young boy perhaps aged 7 or 8 came into the church. It appeared his living 

situation was impoverished and simply being unaccompanied at that age was another sign of needing to fend 

for himself.  

He engaged us in conversation and eventually looked at the Ascension statue on the right side of the 

altar. “Who’s this guy over there?” he inquired. We did our best to explain who “that guy” was to someone 

never been exposed to the person of Jesus. After our explanation, he looked at the large crucifix behind the 

altar and asked, “Is this guy here the same as that guy over there?”. We assured him they were one and the 

same person. 

After looking at the crucifix for a few seconds, he then offered, “I know just how he feels. The other 

day I fell down and scraped my knee. It really hurt a lot!” He knew just how Jesus felt. In a quick encounter 

with a crucifix, a young boy absent of any religious upbringing makes a connection with the wounds of Christ.  

Have you ever wondered, “why does Jesus still have wounds after rising from the dead? After all, he is 

now bathed in glory; humanity is now in a state of divine perfection. So why does he still have wounds? 

Wouldn’t it seem that his wounds would detract from perfection?” 

Why were Jesus’ disciples joyful at the sight of his wounds and not frightened, disgusted, or horrified? 

If I had abandoned someone at the moment of their greatest trial or darkness and later happened to come 

upon him wounded, I might be a bit frightened of retaliation or at least filled with shame for having let him 

down. But the gospels tell us, the disciples experienced joy at the sight of the Risen Lord, wounds and all. 

When the Risen Lord appeared to his disciples, he showed them his wounds. But both before and after 

doing so, he offered them the gift of “Peace”. This double gift of “Peace” like bookends, placed the display of 

his wounds in an entirely different context. 

Jesus’ offering of his wounds, and his gift of peace are intimately connected. The wounds are human. 

“Peace” comes from divine love and mercy. Jesus offered no resistance to the beatings, scourging and horrific 

pain of his passion and death. His total offering of himself from the cross involved the totality of his humanity, 

including and especially his wounds. As he chose no resistance to his passion, he now chooses to let peace 

flow through his wounds so others might be healed, regardless of their sinfulness or culpability. There could 

be no redemption without the offering of his wounds. 

Jesus’ wounds and mercy are intimately connected. Mercy is a great gift flowing from his wounds. Like 

the young boy looking at a crucifix, anyone and everyone living anywhere and everywhere is invited to make 

the same connection. Victims of the most hideous and heinous crimes can begin to see their God shared in 

and continues to share in their wounds.  



Those committing those crimes against these same victims can also see a way out of their paths of 

destruction. The Lord’s wounds offering healing to victims and forgiveness to offenders both exemplify the 

power of Jesus’ mercy on the world around us. 

 As the Lord’s disciples, we are invited to receive mercy for every wound and every sin of our life. As the 

Lord’s disciples, we are then called to dispense that mercy to all around us. God destines all our wounds to be 

healed by the wounds of the Risen Jesus. God also uses our wounds, now redeemed and healed by Christ, to 

heal others. 

We need to choose God’s healing. Without God, our wounds can isolate us in fear or lead us to cycles 

of anger, retribution or corrosive bitterness.  We can use our wounds to manipulate others with self-pity and 

guilt, or control them with hostile anger. We can turn our wounds inwardly and continually harm ourselves.  

Or we can let God’s mercy touch our wounds and then with others form and shape communities based 

on mutual care and respect, justice, and forgiveness. The strongest communities are those built on the healing 

of common wounds. 

True community is built on wounds redeemed by God’s mercy. False communities are built on wounds 

unredeemed and festering with bitterness, anger and retribution. What are examples of false communities? 

The dangerous drug gangs in some of our inner cities or the gang wars we learned of in Mexico. The terrorist 

cells dwelling in various parts of our world. Whatever wounds they carry remain unredeemed and gathered 

together become a collective energy of hatred, malicious violence, and retribution.  

But it need not be so extreme. It can also be the people we associate with. We can be drawn to the 

people bitter and angry over life like we are. This can happen at the coffee shop, the kitchen table, or 

whatever internet services allow us to share our hostilities and corrosive anger, tearing other people down in 

the process. 

There are also examples of community founded on wounds redeemed. The fellowship of Alcoholics 

Anonymous and other 12 step groups gather those desiring freedom and sobriety from what holds them 

bound. Their collective wounds finding redemption, become source of healing for themselves and others so 

affected by their diseases of addiction.  

Ultimately, the Church is called to be the primary community of redeemed wounds and forgiven sins, 

healed by mercy flowing through the Risen Savior’s wounds. To answer one of my questions, “The Lord’s 

wounds do not take away from the perfection of humanity at God’s right hand”. On the contrary, the 

perfection of humanity is love. Love perfects humanity and humanity’s perfection is perfect love. The Lord’s 

wounds are both sign and source of love’s perfection, a necessity both on the cross and after Resurrection.  

What wounds do we carry that lead us to bitterness, hostility, or isolation and fear? How long do we 

plan to carry them before placing them into the hands of the Lord Jesus Christ? In his hands, our wounds are 

redeemed and become sources of redemption for others.  

“I know exactly how he feels,” the young boy remarked. Can he begin to imagine that Jesus also knew 

exactly how he felt as well? Can we begin to understand why the Lord showed his disciples his wounds, and 

then why the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Risen Lord? 

 

   


