
The Second Sunday of Lent 

The Gospel of St. Mark 9:2-10 

The Two Mountains of Life 

The two mountains of the weekend’s Scriptures are lived out constantly in our world today. On Mount 

Moriah, Abraham and Isaac wrestle with the darkness, violence, and horror. Did God really make that request 

of Abraham to sacrifice his own son, or did Abraham only think God requested that? These are questions that 

beg for answers but for which there are none. This is the most disturbing account in the entire Bible. Why 

would God ever make such a request of Abraham and why would Abraham ever carry it out? We try too hard 

to explain it away when it actually is beyond our ability to comprehend. 

Both Catholic and Jewish Scripture scholars try to draw truths from this passage in The Book of Genesis 

without trying to explain it. The question so often asked on The Mount Moriahs of lives is “Why?” But that 

question cannot be answered this side of the Kingdom of God. 

On Mount Tabor, Peter, James and John are overwhelmed at the power of divine glory. The experience 

is one of overwhelming divine love, peace, and joy. These two mountains continually exist in our daily lives.  

Here is just one example of that. Reflect on high school graduations this coming June. Most all parents 

of high school seniors will fill municipal auditoriums or school gymnasiums and will be beaming proudly in the 

audience as their daughters and sons approach to receive diplomas. That experience of parental pride, joy, 

love, and gratitude represents the Mount Tabor of life.  

But we also know on that very day, other parents of high school seniors will not be sitting in those 

auditoriums or gymnasiums. Instead, they will visit cemeteries to visit the graves of their sons and daughters 

that should have been graduating that day but instead were killed in school shootings, drive by shootings, 

opioid overdoses, car accidents or suicides. The question “Why?” will continually haunt them and all of us, but 

there is no answer and will be no answer to that question this side of The Kingdom of God. That represents 

the Mount Moriah of life. 

 The tragedies and horrors of our life beg for answers, but we are wise to avoid offering a simple or 

quick answer. That is equally true when overwhelmed with divine glory and love. St. Peter is so quick to 

understand and explain what he is witnessing, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us build three booths: 

one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” But he is so far off in grasping what is truly manifested before 

him. Even St. Mark tries to defend him. “He hardly knew what to say. They were so terrified.” 

In fact, the best response we have to the darkness of our time is one word spoken in the gospel, 

“Listen!” When we “listen” to Jesus’ voice, we do not receive so much an answer but rather a response. The 

response is to follow him in discipleship for the redemption of the world. Here is a four-part process of that 

discipleship: “Listen, Believe, Follow, Faithfully.” Listening to the Lord, following the Lord and remaining 

faithful will bring us deeper into the mystery of divine love. 

In the Transfiguration of the Lord Jesus, God the Son shares fully the same human condition that has 

made a mess of everything, and in Jesus’ cross and resurrection, humanity is brought to perfection. But 

perfection in a way that God measures, not in the way that the world measures. The mystery of human 

perfection is not found in athletic prowess, intellectual brilliance, sexual performance or prized possessions 

and accomplishments. The mystery of human perfection is found in “love” and in “love” alone! 

The Transfiguration reveals this perfection of love so powerful that it radiates from the inner life of 

Jesus Christ and bursts outward to all in light beyond description. From the heights of the mountain top, Jesus 



could envision the inevitability of his death, and his immersion into the evil, suffering, and violence of the 

world. And in that, he revealed from the depths of his being, a humanity consumed with the glory of God, the 

glory of unconditional love, the forgiveness of sins, and the transformation of the world into a kingdom of 

peace. The path to God’s glory is humanity, the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ. As the Church Fathers 

taught, “The glory of God is humanity fully alive.“ 

Glory comes through his flesh, his humanity, the same humanity as ours. There is only one humanity, 

and we all have a share in it. There are not different humanities for different groups of people. This is the 

same humanity assumed by God in the Incarnation. In our baptism, our humanity is united intimately to the 

Risen Lord’s glorified humanity. Divine love not only flows into us from baptism, but like the Lord, is meant to 

flow out of us to others. 

In the dark times of horror, tragedy, and violence, we offer not an answer but the response of our 

human life as a source of divine glory, love and mercy for the world around us. Are there “transfigurations” in 

our own day? There are many of them. Here is one example. When the students in the Florida high school 

were under attack from the former student with an assault weapon, many sought protection hiding in closets 

or barricaded in classrooms.  

With their cell phones, they texted siblings and friends to let them know they were safe and inquiring 

about them. Many also texted their parents with messages similar to this, “The school is under attack, many 

are dead. I don’t know if I will be coming home this afternoon or not, but want you to know I love you and am 

grateful for everything you did for me.” 

Those students faced the potential loss of their very lives, and all their hopes and dreams. But they 

went deep into their humanity and discovered the one thing that would not and could not be taken away, and 

that is “love.” With terror and horror all around them and death stalking them in corridors, they chose to let 

love pour through their humanity. And it made a difference. “Lord”, Peter said, “how good it is that we are 

here!” 


